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INTRODUCTION. 


From Sir Walter Scott*8 Life of Napoleon we have 
extracted, with some slight curtailment, the episode pf 
those jamous Hundred Days ” in which the Emperor 
made his final struggle for power. The Battle of Waters 
loo, which forms the main incident, has been the them# 
of much paper warfare. ^ Our great story-teller was 
sure^to make the most of the patriotic and picturesque 
features; he had the advantage of visiting the field, and 
of •conversing with officers engaged in the battle; tand 
his spirited narrative may be accepted as essentially 
accurate. 

The main story is here introduced by the chapter 
dealing with Napoleon's life on Elba, and concludes with 
the acilsount of his last days on St. Helena — the whole 
completing one of the most romantic and resounding 
-episodes in modern history, which is here prefaced by 
a brief summary of the previous events in the life of 
this exlkraordinary man. 

Napoleon Buonaparte Was bom in 1769 at Ajaccio , the 
(capital of Corsica, which had not long l^fore bei^me a 
possession. Educated at the miliary school of 
Blienns^ he entered the artillery, and fir^ distinguish^ 
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a| the siege of Toulon, occupied by the English. 
He had witnessed, rather critically than enthusiastically, 
the early excesses of the Revolution; then in 1796 ^he 
was the first officer to succeed by force of arms in re- 
pressing the turbulent Parisian mob. This exploit hav- 
ing brought him into notice, he was appointed to com- 
mand the arm;^ of Italy. The hot patriotism of French 
soldiers had put a fresh spirit into \^arfare, which, 
directed by the young generars genius, carried all before 
it. The Austrians were driven out of Italy by a series 
of brilljant victories enough to turn the head of their 
young conqueror. The imagination which made part of 
his nature led him now to conceive dreams of Eastern 
adventure; and he next invaded Egypt, as a step towards 
attacking British India. After a campaign full of drar 
matic incident, that led to little solid advantage, he 
suddenly abandoned his army, on hearing that the field 
of ambition at home was open to a daring adventurer. 

Reaching Paris, he put down the unpopular Directory by 

« 

military force, and became henceforth, under one title 
and another, the virtual ruler of France. Another glori- 
, ous campaign against Austria confirmed his authority: 
from First Consul he was made Consul for life; then, in 

o 

1804, had himself crowned Emperor by the Pope. 

An interval of peace with Great Britain and the other 
Powers now gave him the opportimity of consolidating 
his government and establishing French society on a new 
basis of law and order. But his restless ambition soon 
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drove him into war again. He collected a great flotilla 
for the invasion of England, which, however, prdved im- 
practicable; so he once more turned hie armies against 
tlie Continent. Austria, Prussia, and Russia were- suc- 
cessively humbled by the famous battles of Austerlitz, 
Jena, and Friedland. Italy, Holland, Poland, Sweden, 
and the Rhine Provinces more or less wrllingly accepted 
sovereign rulers from his hand. He was not so fortunate 
in an attempt to subdue Spain and Portugal, where a 
British army held out against his lieutenants, finally to 
drive them back across the Pyrenees. But while Welling- 
ton remained a sore thorn in his side here, and while 
Br^annia ruled the waves, Napoleon could look on himself 
as master of the greater part of Europe. The seal seemed 
tfl be set on his triumphs when, having divorced hi% first 
wife, Josephine Beauharnais, as childless, he married 
Maria Louisa of Austriar, a princess of the proudest of 
royal houses. 

But, at the zenith of his power, he was tempted to 
strain it too far. Russia proving not subservient enough 
to carry out his system of closing the Continent to 
Ej^glish commerce, in 1812 he declared war against that 
country, which he invaded with an army half a million 
strong. It is well known how in the flames of Moscow 
he met a fatal check, and how, of that vast host, scarcely 
a twentieth part came back, and that in wretched plight, 
Germany rose behind them, and next year Napoleon had 
to face a formidable c^aliitiQza^ by his late vassals. 
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)Si^ i|;aii3i| 6|Beti Odds he mad^ a brave figh^ bi^ in the 
/VBattle of Nations at tieipsic, was ^ebin|»l^ly 
defeated. France, in turn, found herself invaded bn the 
xiorth by the allied forces, on the south by Wellington. 

Napoleon still struggled desperately with sub^ taw 
leyien as he could force into service, till Paris fell, when, 
finding himself at the mercy of his enemies, he abdicated 

ihe crown at Fontainebleau. As honourable banishment, 

0 

the allies bestowed upon him the petty sovereignty of 
Mba, from which, next year, he escaped to make one final 
effort to regain the sovereignty of France and Europe, as 
related in Sir Walter Scott's narrative. 



THE FALL OP NAPOLEON. 


LBAj to the limits of the mighty empire 

of Napoleon was now jeontracted, is an Island 
opposite to the coast of Tuscany, about sixty 
mites in circuniference. The air is healthy^ 
ejeejJling in the ndghhfourhood of the salt-marshes^ Tbb 
countiyas mountainous, and, havings all the florid Vege- 
tation of Italy, is, in general, of a romantic charactor. 
It produces little grain,' but exports a considerable quan- 
tity of wines; anq its iron ore nas been f«^ous since tbc 
days of Virgil; who describes Elba as, 

. ^ “Insula inexhaustis chalybuin geilerosa metallist 

TSm*© bm also Q^heir mineii^ |)roductioiia The isUnd 
gij^ tharbpurs, Is of 

, FemiCtaflx an 
O^ld Jbs stti^^&d ^ d spa(j«^«!ll)^ 

■'Btem^^^.sseined fb'^Ild 
as, «|6dm»U)idd. by Sk-Niel Qun^ieli,'he loole ia(, 
,^jb[|8'1»iiw'diE!^loring' mood .a^oimd.thoS)iMvd{''lii».M^‘ 

^Oria<!d'!)to .aminal ‘|rddQO^' 

b|£;sed^> 
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had ic^diifetrei3;!%]mt revenue on the Legion of Honour, he 
exclaimed, ^ Where wsiS my head when I gave such a 
grant 1 But I have made many foolish decrees of that 
sort” 

One or two of the poorer class of inhabitants knelt, 
and even prostrated themselves, when they met him. 
He seemed disgusted, and imputed this humiliating 
degree of abasement to the wretchedness of their educa- 
tion, under the auspices t)f the monks. On these excur- 
sions he showed the same apprehension of ass^sination 
which had marked his journey to Frejus. Two opurier^ 
well armed rode before him, and examinr^d every suS- 
^picious spot. . But as he climbed a mountain above 
*Ferrajo, and saw the^wean approach its feet in almost 
every direction, the expression broke from him, accom- 
panied with a good-humoured smile, “It must be confessed 
my isle is very littler’^ 

He professed, however, to be perfectly resided to his 
fate; often spoke of himself as a man politically dead, 
and claimed credit for what he said upon public affairs, 
as having no remaining interest in them. He professed 
his intentions were to devote himself exclusively to 
science and literature. At other times he said he would 
live in his little island like a justice of peace in a country 
town in England. 

The character of Napoleon, however, was little known 
to himself, if he seriously thought that his restless and 
powerful mind could be satisfied with the investigation- 
of abstract truths, or amused by the leisure of literary 
research. He compared his abdication to that of Charles 
V., forgetting that the Austnah Emperor’s retreat was 
voluntary, that he had a turn towards mechanical pur- 
suits, and that, even with these means of SQh^ Charles 
became discontented with his retirement. ^nS^hacracter 
^jlpf Buonaparte was, on the contrary, singularly opposed 
to a state of sedu§ipn. His propensities continued to be 
exactly of tBe"'saiiQS**descriptio^ at Elba, which had so 
long terrified and disquiet^ Europe. To change the 
external face of what was around him; to imagine ex- 
tensive alterations^ without accurately considering the 
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means bjr which they were to be accomplished; to worfc 
within his petty province such alterations as its limits 
permitted; to resume, in short, upon a small scale, those 
changes which he had attempted upon that which was 
most magnificent; to apply to Elbarthe system of policy 
which he had exercised so Jong in Europe, was the only 
mode in which he seems to have amusement and 

exercise for the impatient ^^ergj^^^ temper accus- 
tomed from his early ybufc4d^6rk upon others, but 
apt to became lethargic, sullen, and discontented when 
it was compelled, for want qf other exercise, to recoil 
upon itself. < 1 ^ 

During the first two or three Weeks of his residence in^ 
the island of Elba, r^apoleon had already planned im- 
provements, or alterations and innovations at least, 
which, had they been to be carried into execution with 
the means, which he possessed, would have perhaps taken 
his lifetime to execute. It was no wonder, indeed, 
accustomed as he had been to speak the word, and to be 
obeyed, and to consider the improvements which he 
medilated as those which became the head of a^reat 
empire, that he should not have been able to recollect 
that his present operations respected a petty islet, where 
magnificence was to be limited, not only by utility, but 
by the want of funds. 

In the course of two or three days’ travelling, with the 
same rapidity which chai?acterized his movements in his 
frequent progresses through France, and showing the 
same impatience of rest or delay, Napoleon had visited 
eveiy spot in his little island, mines, woods, salt-marshes, 
harbours, fortifications, and whatever was worthy of an 
iifetant’s consideration, and had meditated improvements 
and innovations respecting every one of them. Till he 
had dene this he waa impatient of rest, and having done 
so, he lacked occupation. - 

One of his firs^ and perhaps most characteristic pro- 
posals, was to aggr andize and extend his Lilliputian 
dominions by occupation of an uninhabited island, called 
Bianosa, which had been left desolate on account of the 
frequent descents of the corsairs. He sent thirty of his 
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the independent company belon^ng 
^ 1l|e ialand, upon tins expedition (what a contrast to 
l^ose which he had«lo>merly direct^!), sketched ont a 
ly^kn^'c^ fortifications, and remarked, with complacency, 

' * JBnrqpe will say that I have already made a conquest^j' 

. In an incredibly short time Napoleon had also prawned 
itotei^ roads, had contrived means to convey water from 
|he mountains to Porto Ferrajo, designed two palaces, one 
for the country, the other in the city, a separate mansion 
w|or his sister Pauline, stables for one hundred and fifty 
^horses, a Jjaz^rctto, buildings for accommodation of the 
tunny fisSery, and salt-works on a new ccihi^ruction, at 
•Porto Longone. The Emperor of •Elba proposed, also, 
purchasing various domains, and had the price estimated; 
for the inclination of the proprietor was not reckoned 
essential to the transaction. He ended by establishing 
four places of residence in the different quarters of the 
island; and his amusement consisted in constant change 
and alteration. He travelled from one to *another with^ 
the restlessness of a bird it a cage, which springs rfrom^ 
perck to perch, since it is prevented from winging tHfe 
air, its natural element. It seemed .ae if the magnit|ide 
of the object was not so much the subject of his con- 
sideration, providing it afforded immediate scope for 
employing his constant and stimulated desire of activity. 
He was like the thorough-bred gamester, who, depirived 
qf the means of depositing large stakes, will rather play 
game than leave the table. 

4^'Kapoleon placed his cou«t also upon, an ambitious 
scale, having more reference to what he had so long been 
than to what he actually now had been reduced to, whi^e, 
at. the same time, the furniture and internal accommoda- 


tions of the imperial palace were meaner by far than 
ihO|e of an English gentleman of ordinary rank*^ The 
proclamation of the French governor, on resigning his 
authority to Napoleon, was well ana becomingly ex- 
prei^d; but the spiritual mandate of the Vicar^gencral 
Aftighi, a relation of Buonaparte’s, vrhi|^ was desigheq 
to congratulate the people of Elba on t>cicoining the juV 
jeots m the Great Napoleon, was 




"ElSf dt riwstiving ancmited 
0f t&e I4ttf*v te described the ex^austliete w^ltb Which , 
was to flow iti lipon the people iNpoih the stmogets wl^ ^ 
citofe to look upon the hero. : ,The exhortation souhded / 
«£ if the isle had become the residence of some n<md^^ 
scmfritnimal, which was to be shown for money. ^ 
llie interior, of Napoleon's household,, though redtici^Ai^ 
to thirty-five persons, still held the titles, and aflect^il^ 
the rank, proper to an imperial court, of which it will 
be presently seen the petty sovereign made a political 
use. He disjdayed a national flag, having a red bend 
dexter in a white field, the bend baring three bees^ 1b 
dignify his capital, haying discovered that the anbieht^ 
name of Porto Ferrajd, was Comopoli (i.e. the city of 
Como), he commanded it to be called Cosmoppli, or the 
city of all nations. ^ 

His body-guard, of about 700 infantry and 80 cavalry, 
seemed to occupy much of Napoleon's attention as the 
grcSid army did formerly. They were constantly exer^ 
cised,^ especially in throwing shot and shells; and, in a 
sllort time, he was observed to be anxious about obiain- 
ing recruits for them. This was no difficult matfejr, 
'Where all the -world had so lately been in arms, and 
engaged in a profession which many, doubtless, for whom 
a peaceful life had few charms, laid aside with regrets 
and longed to resume. 

" As early as the month of July, 1814, there was a con 7 
siderable degree of fermentation in Italy, to which the 
neighbourhc^ of Elba, the residence of several members 
of file Buonaparte family, and the sovereignty of iluritt, : 
pc^ioned a general resort of Buonaparte's friends and 
aoliiirers. Every day this agitation increased, and Various 
arts wete resorted to for disseminating a project of 
NapoBon's future retutn to power. Sundry Mirtieal of 
recruits came over to Elba from Italy to enlist ih his 
guards, and two persons employed in th&i servibe werc ^ 
arreted at Leghorn, in whose possessi^ Were fcHind 
Written lists, eonlainihg the names of s|verid htindred 
persons willing to serine Napoleon. 

Abop[£ tlie milidle of summer, Napoleai||W«ta 1^ 



his mother, and his sister the Princess Panlina At this 
time, too, he seems to have expected to be rejoined by 
his wife, Maria Louisa, who, it was said, was coming to 
take possession of her Italian dominions. Their s^ara- 
tion, with the incidents which happened before Park, 
was the only subject on which he appeared to lose 
temper. Upon these .topics he used strong and violent 
language. He said, that interdicting him intercourse 
with his wife and son excited universal reprobation at 
Vienna — that no such instance of inhumanity and in- 
justice could be pointed out in moderh times — that the 
Empress was detained a prisoner, an ordealy officer con- 
.stantly attending upon her — finally,, that she had been 
given to understand before she lefi> Orleans that she was 
to obtain permission to join him at the island of Elba, 
though it was now denied her. It was possible, he pro- 
ceeded, to see a shade of policy, though none whatever 
of justice, in this separation. Austria had meant to. 
unite the child of her sovereign with the Emperoi? of 
France, but was desirous of breaking off the connection 
witlj^ the Emperor of Elba, as it might be apprehend^ 
that the respect due to the daughter of the House of 
Hapsburg would, had she resided with her husband, 
have reflected too much lustre on the abdicated sovereign. 

The Austrian commissioner, General Kohler, on the 
other hand, insisted that the separation took place by 
the Empress Maria Louisa's consent, and even at her 
request; and hinted that Napoleon's desire to have her 
society was dictated by other feelings than those of 
domestic affection. But allowing that Napoleon's views 
in so earnestly desiring the company of his wife might 
be political, we can see neither justice nor reason <n 
refusing a request, which would have been granted to a 
felon condemned to transportation. ♦ 

About the middle of May, Baron Kohler took farewell 
of Napoleon, to return to Vienna. He was an Austrian 
general of rank and reputation; a “particular friend wd 
old schoolfellow of Prince Schwartzenberg. The scene 
of Napoleon's parting with this gentleman was quite 
pathetic on the emporor’s side. He wepi^as he embraced 



General Kohler, and entreated him to procure, if possible, 
his reunion with his wife and child^^^^^5!a31i^ hhn the 
preserver of his life — ^regretted his poverty, which pre- 
vented his bestowing on him some valuable token of 
remembrance — finally, folding the Austrian general in 
his arms, he held him there for some time, repeating ex- 
pressions of the warmest attachment. This sensibility 
existed all upon one side; for an English gentleman 
who witnessed the scene, having asked Kohler afterwards 
what he was thinking of while locked in the emperor's 
embraces — “Of Judas Iscariot”, answered the Austrian. 

After the departure of Baron Kohler, "Colonel Sir Niel 
Campbell was the only one of the four commissioners* 
who continued to remain at Elba by orders of the British 
Cabinet. It was difficult to say what his office really 
was, or what were his instructions. He had neither 
power, title, nor means to interfere with Napoleon's 
motions. The emperor had been recognized by a treaty 
— wise or foolish, it was loo late to ask — as an inde- 
pendent sovereign. It was, therefore, only as an envoy 
that Sir Niel Campbell could be permitted to reside at 
his court; and as an envoy also, not cuf the usiial cha*;- 
acter, for settling affairs concerning the CoSirt from whiefc 
he was despatched, but in a capacity not generally avowed 
— the office, namely, of observing th6 conduct of that at 
which he was sent to reside. In fact. Sir Niel Campbell 
had no direct or ostensible situation whatever, and of 
this the French minister of Elba soon took advantage. 
Drouet, the governor of Porto Ferrajo, made such parties 
ular inquiries into the character assumed by the British 
envoy, and the length of his stay, as obliged the latter to 
say that his orders were to remain in Elba till the break- 
ing up of the congress, which was now settling the affhirs 
of Einbope; but if his ordqi^ Should direct him to continue 
there after that period, he would apply to have his situa- 
tion placed on some recognized public footing, which he 
did not doubt would be respectable. * 

Napoleon did not oppose or murmur at the continued, 
though equivocal* residence of Sir Nkl Oaanpbell at Elba; 
he amCted, on the contrary, to be pleased; with it. For a 
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Icmple even seemed to seek tbb S 6 dbtf of 

ptish envoy, held frequent intercourse wilh ht>h» 
I ^ith apparent confidence upon public 
^ The notes of sucb conversations are now before 

M 5 and though it is, on the one hand, evident that Nif- 
; ^|ipleon’s expressions were arranged, generally speaking, 
on a premeditated plan, yet, on the other, it is equally 
cediain,* that bis ardent temperament, when once engaged 
in discourse, led Tiim to" discover more of his own private 
thoughts than he would, on cool reflection, have suffered 
to escape him. 

On the 16th September, 1814, for example, Sir Niel 
^Campbell had an audience of thre^ hours, during which 
1 Napoleon, with his habitual impatience of a sedentary 
posture, walked from one end of the room to the other, 
and talked incessantly. He was happy, Jis said, that Sir 
N iel remained in Elba, pour rompre Id chimhre (to de- 
stroy, namely, the idea, that he, Buonaparte^ had further 
int^tion of disturbing the peace qf Europe). “ I think,” 
he continued, “ of nothing beyond the verge of myjittle 
isles. I could have supported the war for twenty yearsi, 
' |if 1 nad chosen. I am now a decked person, occupied 
j but my family, my retreat, my house, my 

poultry.” He then spoke in the highest 
the Bngliisih character, protesting it had always 
hid ^iis sin notwithstanding the abuse 

dk^eiN^ igainst it in his name. He requested the Bp- 
fetiiSb rtavoy to lose no time in ptpGuringkhim an English 


grammar. ^ 

In^the rest of the conversation the l^bese Enjperor 
was probably more serious. He inquired with 
after the real state of France. Sir Niel Campbell 
""formed him, that all the information he had beeu^ble 
to collect ascribed great wisdom and moderation ti ^0 
sovereign and government; but allowed that those who 
'^;:%ad lost good appointments, the prisoners of war who 
returned from abroad^ and great part of the afmy 
* ^hq a^mained embocB^, were still atta^ed to NaTOlbon. 

seemed to admit the stayBty{;qf 
as it "was by the 



he derided the |d^ of 

me heixe^t p£ a free constitiition. He eaid, the 
to imitate that of Great Britain was a faiSro^ a^eitri<M 
It yras impossible, he “observed, to imitate the two Hoos^ 
ParKament, fpr that, respectable families, lik;e thc^ 


raruameni, ipr tnat. respectable tamiues, UK® thpa|i 
liemposing the aristocracy of England, did not now exii^ 
in France. He talked with bitterness of the cession of : 


Belgium, and of France being deprived of Antwerp. He: 
himself spoke, he observed, as a spectator, without hopes 
or interest, for he had none; but thus to have mortified 
the French, showed an ignorance of the national char- 
acter. Their ehief feeling was for pride and glp^, and 
the allies need not lOo^ forward to a state of satisfactions 
and tranquillity under such circumstances os France/ia^f 
* now placed in. “ The French,” he said, were conquered 
only by a great superiority of number, therefore w®**^ 
hot humiliated; and the population had not suffered to 
the extent alleged, for he always spared their, lives, 
and* exposed those of Italians, Germans, and othei* 
foreigners,” He remarked that the gratitude of Louik 
Xyilf. to Great Britainer'as'pfFensive to France, and ^at 
he was called in derision the King of England's YicCroy. 

^ In the l^ter months of 1814, Sfe^ Nlel Campbell bi^an ' 

t be^me sensible that Napoli^ desired to es^dlMf Wih 
m his* presence as much as he_ possibly could, wEBout 
fipsirive rudeness. He rather suddenly intrench^ 'Wife 

-11 j* ^ ^js • i ' ' 
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oht affording tha^ British envoy any absolute Pf 

complaint, or even any titie to require explanation, ho 
contrived, in a gr^ijfemeasure, 4o dSbar him from oppor- 
tunities of conveish^ His only opportunity pf obf^ln- 
ing access to Napoleon was on his return i^in 
absences to Leghorn and Florence,, when his 
on thertevee was matter of etiquette. ' : f 

On such occasions, thc:;tenor of Napoleon’s prc^bcBiu|| 
WPs minatoiw of the peace pf Europe. 

Ua% of tho numiliation inSicted uppn % 

frinn J|er^ Belgium ^pnd his favourite ''ojbpfe^ 
of Oetobmr^wBile -enlargiiigm.irhe^^^ 
^tle^^dfe^hed fes^gs^ of 
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wery xsiaxi in I^nce consic^red the Rhine to he their 
iiatTira.1 boundary, and nothing could alter this rainion. 
There was no want, he said, of a population in France, 
martial beyond any other nation by natural disposition, 
by the consequences of the Eevolution, and by the idSa 
of glory. LiOuis XIV., according to his account^ notwith- 
standing all the misfortunes he had brought upon the 
nation, was still beloved on account of the eclat bi his 
victories, and the magnificence of his court. The battle 
of Rosbach had brought about the Revolution. Tiouis 
XVni. totally mistook the character of the Fxench in 
supposing that either by argument or reasoning, or 
indulging them with a free constitution, he could induce 
them to sink into a state of peaceful’ industry. He in- 
sisted that the Duke of Wellington’s presence at Paris 
was an insult on the French nation; that very strong 
discord prevailed in the country, and that the king had 
but few friends, either in the army or among the pecyle. 
Perhaps the king might try to get rid of a part of ^he 
army by sending them to St. Domingo, but that, be ob- 
serTied, would be soon seen through; he himself had 
made a melancholy trial, with the loss of 30,000 men, 
Which had proved the inutility of such expeditioi^. 

He then checked himself, and endeavoured to show 
that he had no personal feeling of expectation from the 
revolutions he foretold. I am a deceased man,” he said; f 

was born a soldier; I have mounted a throne; I have ^ 
descended from it; I am prepared for any fate. They 
may transport me to a distant shore, or they may put 
me to death here; I will spread my bosom open to the 
jgonia^ When merely General Buonaparte I had ipro- 
pefty^m my own acquiring — I am now depriveci ^of ^ 
all. 

On another occasion he described the ferment in 
France, which he said he had learned from the corre- 
spondence of his guards with their native country, and 
so far forgot the character of a defunct person as to say 
plainly that the present disaflfection would break out 
with all the fury of the former revolution, and require 
his own resurrection. " For then,** he add^, ** the sove- 



n^i^ oi B5aroi» will soon j^i it uecessaaty, fortbair o?^: 
jtfpdai^ to cairon mb to tranquilliz# msitters.” ' , 

q)ecies of conversaifciou ^«us peAil^ 

;3jifhich covid have been adopted, to conced secret 
pturpose froxu the British commissioner. Sm Mel Oamp- 
Ml, though not without entertaining suspicilus, jud^ra 
it upcm the whole unlikely that^ he meditated anything 
eecentr&i unless a tempting opening should present itself 
on iSaSart of France or Italy. 

Kapweon held the same species of lan^age to others 
as well as the British resident. Q!e was anahle, and even 
cordial (in appearance), to the numerous strangers whom 
curiosity led to visit him ; spoke of his retirement as 
I^ioclesian might have done in the gardens of Salonica; 
seemed to consider his political career as ended, and to 
be now chiefly anxious to explain such passages of his 
life as met the harsh construction of the world. In giv- 
ing fijee and easy answers to those who eonversed with 
him, and especially to Englishmen of rank, Buonaparte 
found aP ready means of communicating to the public 
such* explanations concerning his past life as were beat 
calculated to serve his wishes. In these he palliated, , 
instead of denying, the scheme of poisoning his prisoners 
in Syria, the massacre at Jaffa, the murder of the Duke 
d'Enghien, and other enormities. An emperor, a con- 
queror, retired from war, and sequestered from power, 
must be favourably listened to by those who have the 
romantic pleasure of hearing him plead his own causa 
Milder editions of his measures began to be circulated in 
Europe, and, in the curiosity to see and admire the 
captive sovereign, men forgot the ravages which h0 
committed while at liberty. 

Aef thi winter approached a change was discernible in 
Hapolecm's manners and habits. The alterations which 
he had planned in the island no longer gave him the saxne 
interest. He renounced, from time to tihi^ the seveih 
e^teiae in which he had indulged, used a c^ffmge rathOr 
his horse, and sunk occasionally intd fits of dcap/ 
lUinglj^ with gloonay ani:iatj|j 
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hitherto been a stranger, being that arising from pecu- 
niary inconveniences. He had plunged into expenses 
with imprudent eagerness, and without weighing the 
amount of his resources against the cost of the proposed 
alterations. The ready monej^ which he brought from 
France seems to have been soon exhausted, and to raise 
supplies, he commanded the inhabitants of his island to 
pay up, in the month of June, the contributions of the 
last year. This produced petitions, personal solicitations, 
and discontent. It was represented to him that so poor 
were the inhabitants of the island, in coiasequence of want 
of sale for their wine for months past, that they would 
be driven to the most extreme straits if the requisition 
should be persisted in. In some of the villages the tax- 

f atherers of the Emperor were resisted and insulted. 

Tapoleon, on his side, sent part of his troops to quarter 
upon the insurgent peasantry, and to be supported by 
them at free cost, till the contributions should be paid 
up. ^ 

Thus, we recognize, in the government of this miniature 
state, the same wisdom, and the same errors, by which 
Buonaparte won and lost the empire of the world. The 

E lans of improvements and internal ameliorations which 
e formed were probably very good in themselves, but 
he proceeded to the execution of that which he had re- 
solved with too much and too reckless precipitation; too 
much of a determination to work his own pleasure, and 
too little concern for the feelings of others. 

The compositions proving a weak resource, as they 
were scarce to be extracted from the miserable islanders, 
Napoleon had recourse to others, which must havo^been 
peculiarly galling to a man of his haughty spirit. But 
as his revenue, so far as tangible, did not excee#^ 300,000 
francs, and his expenditure amounted to at least a million, 
he was compelled to lower the allowances of most of his 
retinue; to reduce the wages of the miners to one-fourth; 
to raise money by the sale of the provisions laid up for 
the garrisons; nay, even by selling a train of brass aji^il- 
lery to the Duke of Tuscany, He disposed also of some 
property — a large house which had been used as a bar- 

<n««> 
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rack, and lie went the length of meditating the sale of 
the Town-house at Porto Ferrajo. 

We have said that Napoleon’s impatience to execute 
whatever plans occurred to his fertile imagination was the 
original cause of these p e c uniary distresses. But they are 
not less to be imputecl the uhfair and unworthy con- 
duct of the French ministry. The French administration 
were, of all others, most intimately bound in conscience, 
honour, and policy, to see the treaty of Fontainebleau, as 
forming the footstool by which Louis XVIII. mounted 
his restored throne, distinctly observed towards Napoleon. 
The sixth article of that treaty provides an annuity, or 
revenue, of two millions five nundred thousand francs, 
to be registered on the Great Book of France, and paid 
without abatement or deduction to Napoleon Buonaparte. 
This annual provision was stipulated by the mar^chals, 
Macdonald and Ney, as the price of Napoleon’s resigna- 
tion, and the French ministers could not refuse a declara- 
tion hi payment without gross injustice to Buonaparte, 
and at the same time a severe insult to the allied powers. 
Ne\%rtheless, so far from this pension being paid w^th 
regularity, we have seen no evidence that Napoleon ever 
received a single remittance to account of it. The British 
resident, observing how much the ex-Emperor was 
harassed by pecuniary straits, gave it, not once but 
repeatedly, as his opinion, ‘"that if these diflBiculties 
pressed upon him much longer, so as to prevent him from 
continuing the external show of a court, he was perfectly 
capable of crossing over to Piombino with his troops, or 
committing any other extravagance This was Sir Niel 
Ca^nbell’s opinion on 31st October, 1814, and Lord 
, CcS*,iereagh made strong remonstrances on the subject, 
although Great Britain was the only power among the 
allies, ^o, being no principal party to the treaty of Fon- 
tainebleau, might safely have left it to those states who 
were. The French were not ashamed to defend their 
^conduct on the technical objection that the pension was ^ 

: hot due until the year was elapsed; a defence which we , 
must consider as evasive, since such a pension is of an 
alimentary nature, the termly pagrments of which ought 

(HIM} B 
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to b© mad© in adhrance. The subject was mentioned again 
and again by Sir Niel Campbell, but it does not appear 
that me French administration desisted from a course, 
which, whether arising from a spirit of mean revenge, or 
from avarice, or from being themselves embarrassed, was 
at once dishonourable and impolitic. 

Other apprehensions agitated Buonaparte’s mind. He 
feared the Algerine pirates, and requested the interference 
of England in his behalf. He believed, or affected to 
believe, that Brulart, the governor of Corsica, who had 
been a captain of Chouans, the friend of Georges, Piche*- 
gru, &C., was sent thither by Louis Xyill.’s adminis- 
tration for the purpose of having him assassinated, and 
that fitting agents were despatched from Corsica to Elba 
for that purpose. Above all, he pretended to be informed 
of a design to dispense with the treaty of Fontainebleau, 
and to remove him from his place of refuge, to be im- 
prisoned at St. Helena or St. Lucie. It is not impossible 
that these fears were not altogether feigned; for though 
there is not an iota of evidence tending to show th^t there 
was reason for believing the allies entertained sucfe an 
uifWorthy thought, yet the report was spread very gener- 
ally through France, Italy, and the Mediterranean, and 
was encouraged, doubtless, by those who desired once 
more to place Buonaparte in action. He certainly ex- 

E ressed great anxiety on the subject, sometimes declsring 
e would defend his batteries to the last, sometimes 
affecting to believe that he was to be sent to reside in 
England, a prospect which he pretended not to dislike 
personally, while he held out sufficient reasons to prevent, 
the course from being adopted. ‘‘ He concluded”, he said, 
“ he should have personal liberty, and the means oFi*©- 
moving prejudices entertained against his charaeter> which 
had not yet been fully cleared up”; but ended vfith the 
ins^inuation that by residi^ in England he would have 
easier communication with France, where there were four 
of his party to every single Bourbonist. And when he 
had exhausted these topics, he returned to the complaints 
of the hardship and cruelty of depriving Mm of the 
•ooieiy of his wife and child* 



While Buonap^irte, chafed by paverty, and th^ oiber 
m^bjecte of complaint, tormented, too, by the restlessness 
of a mind immtient of restraint, gave veii 
which excited suspicion, and ought to have recommended, 
pjpecaution, his court began to assume a very singular 
appearance, quite the opposite of that usually exhibited 
In the courts of petty sovereigns upon the Continent. In 
the latter there is an air of antiquated gravity, which 
pervades the whole establishment, and endeavours to 
supply the want of splendour, and of real power. The 
heavy apparatus designed for the government of an in- 
dependent state^is applied to the management of a fortune 
not equal to that of many private gentlemen; the whole 
course of business goes'^slowly and cumbrously on, and so 
that appearances are maintained in the old style of formal 
grandeur, the sovereign and his counsellors dream neither 
of expeditions, conquest, nor any other political object. 

The court of Porto Ferrajo was the reverse of all thia 
Indeed, the whole place was, in one sense, deserving of 
thenaipeof Cosmopoli, which Napoleon wished to impose 
on 4t. It was like the court of a great barrack, filled 
with military, gendarmes, police officers of all sorts, 
fugees of every nation, expectants and dependants upon 
the court, domestics and adventurers, all connected with 
Buonaparte, and holding or expecting some benefit at his 
h^nd. Rumours of every kind were buzzed about through 
this miscellaneous crowd as thick as motes in the sun- 
shine. Suspicious characters appeared and disappeared 
again, without affording any trace of their journey or 
pbjecf The i>ort was mled with ships from all parts of 
Italy. This, indeed, was necessary to supply the island 
wi®! provisions, when crowded with such on unusual 
degree of population; and, besides, vessels of all nations 
visited^Porto Ferrajo, from the various motives of curi- 
osity or speculation, or being compelled by contrary winds* 
The four armed vessels of Napoleon, and seventeen be- 
longing to the service of the miners, were constantly 
engaged in voyages to every part of Italy^ and brought 
over or returned to the Continent Italics, Sicihans, 
Frenehm^n# iw^d Greelpi, who seemed gave 



30 . teB FALL OF SAPOLBON. 

no re€U3on for their coming or departure. Dominico 
Ettori; a monk who had escaped from his convent, and 
one Theologos, a Greek, were considered as agents of 
some consequence among this group. 

The situation of Sir Niel Campbell was now very eln- 
barrassin^. Napoleon, affecting to be more tenacious than 
ever of his dignity, not only excluded the British envoy 
. from his own presence, but even threw obstacles in the 
way of his visiting his mother and sister. . It was, there- 
fore, only from interviews with Napolfeon himself that 
he could hope to get any information, and to obtain these 
Sir Neil was, as already noticed, obliged iJb absent himself 
from the island of Elba occasionally, which gave him an 
opportunity of desiring an audience, as he went away and 
returned. At such times as he remained on the island 
he was discountenanced, and all attention withdrawn 
from him; but in a way so artful as to render it impos- 
sible for him to make a formal complaint, especially as he 
had no avowed official character, and was somethiifg in 
the situation of a guest, whose uninvited intrusion has 
placed him at his landlord's mercy. ^ 

symptoms of some approaching catastrophe could not, 
however, be concealed from the British resident. Napo- 
leon had interviews with his mother, after which she 
appeared deeply distressed. She was heard also to talk 
of three deputations which he had received from France. 
It wjiig besides accounted a circumstance of strong sus- 
picion that discharges and furloughs were granted to two 
or three hundred of Napoleon's Old Guard, by the medium 
of whom, as was too late discovered, the allegiance of the 
military in France was corrupted and seduced, and t^eir 
minds prepared for what was to ensue. We cannot 
suppose that such a number of persons were positively 
intrusted with the secret; but every one of them was 
prepared to sound forth the praises of the Emperor in 
his exile, and all entertained and disseminated the per- 
suasion, that he would soon appear to reclaim his rights. 

At length Mariotti, the French consul at Iieghom, and 
Spannoki, the Tuscan governor of that town, informed 
Sir Niel Campbell that it was certainly determined at 
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Elba, that Buonaparte, with his guards, should embark 
for the Continent. Sir Neil was at Leghorn when he 
received this intelligence, and had left the Partridge 
“^"^sloop of war to cruis j^ round Elba. It was naturally 
excluded that Italy^was the object of Napoleon, to join 
] with his brother-in-law Murat, who was at that time, 
j fatally for himself, raising his banner. 

On the 25th of February [1815], the Partridge having 
come to Leghorn and fetched off Sir Niel Campbell, the 
appearance, as the vessel approached Porto Ferrajo on 
her return, of the national guard on the batteries, instead 
of the crested grenadiers of the Imperial guard, at once 
apprised the British |;esident of what had happened. 
When he landed, he found the mother and sister of 
Buonaparte in a well-assumed agony of anxiety about 
the fate of their Emperor, of whom they affected to 
know nothing, except that he had steered towards the 
coast of Barbary. They appeared extremely desirous 
to detain Sir Niel Campbell on shore. Resisting their 
entreaties, and repelling the more pressing arguments of 
th€^ governor, who seemed somewhat disposed to use 
force to prevent him from re-embarking, the Brifiish 
envoy regained his vessel, and set sail in pursuit of the 
adventurer. But it was too late; the Partridge only 
obtained a distant sight of the flotilla, after Buonaparte 
and his forces had landed 
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THE HUNDBED DAYS* 

The Congress of representatives of the principal states 
of Europe had met at Vienna, in order to arrange the 
confused and complicated interests which had arisen out 
of so prolonged a period of war and alteration. The 
lapse of twenty-five years of constant war and general 
change had made so total an alteratior^ not merely in 
the social relations and relative powers of the states of 
Europe, but in the habits, sentiments, and principles of 
the inhabitants, that it appeared altogether impossible to 
restore the original system as it existed before 1792. 
The Continent resembled the wrecks of the city of London 
after the great Conflagration in 1666, when the boundaries 
of individual property were so completely obliterated 
and confounded that the king found himself obliged,, by 
th^ urgency of the occasion, to make new, and in 0me 
degree arbitrary, distributions of the ground, in order to 
rebuild the streets upon a plan more regular, and better 
fitted to the improved condition of the age. That which 
proved ultimately an advantage to London may perhaps 
produce similar good consequences to the civiliiied world, 
and a better and more permanent order of things may 
be expected to arise out of that which has been destroyed. 
In that case, the next generation may reap the advan- 
tages of the storms with which their fathers had to* 
contend. 

Amid the labours of the Congress, their atten^tio.n was^ 
turned on the condition of the kingdom of Napl^; and 
it was urged by Talleyrand, in particular, tlmt auoYdng 
the existence of the sovereignty of Murat in that beauti- 
ful kingdom was preserving, at the risk of futtire d^ger 
to Europe, an empire founded on Napoleon’s j^fiiieijples, 
and governed by his brother-in-law. It 
truly, that it was too late to challenge the foundation of 
Murat’s right of sovereignty, after having gladly aobepted 
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fi^d availed themselves of his assistance^ in the war a^inst 
Buonaparte. Talleyrand, by exhibiting to the Duke of 
Wellington a train of correspondence between Buonaparte, 
his sister Caroline, and Murat, endeavoured to show that 
the latter was insincere, when seeminj^ to act in concert 
with the allies. The Duke was of Opinion^ that the letters 
did not prove treachery, though they indicated what was 
to be expected, that Murat took part against his brother- 
in-law and benefactor with considerable reluctance. The 
matter was now in agitation before the Congress; and 
Murat, conceiving his power in danger, seems to have 
adopted the rash expedient of changing sides once more, 
and again to have renewed his intercourse with Napoleon. 
The conti^ity of Elba to Naples rendered this a matter 
of little difficulty; and they had, besides, the active 
assistance of Pauline, who went and came between Italy 
and her brother's little court. Napoleon, however, at all 
times resolutely denied that he had any precise share or 
knowledge of the enterprise which Murat meditated. 

The jOng of France, in the meanwhile, recalled by 
proclamation all Frenchmen who were in the Neapolitan 
service, and directed the title of King Joachim toTbe 
omitted in the royal almanac, 

Murat, alarmed at this indication of hostile intentions, 
carried on a secret correspondence with France, in the 
course of which a letter was intercepted, directed to the 
Bang of Naples, from General Excelsman, professing, in 
his own name and that of others, devoted attachment, 
and^|Msuring him that thousands of officers, formed in 
his ecnool and under his eye, would have been ready at 
his call, had not matters taken a satisfactory turn. In 
CoHaequence of this letter, Excelsman was m the first 

E lace put qn half-pay and sent from Paris, which order 
e .reHUed to obey. Next he was tried before a court- 
mart^, and triumphantly acquitted. He was admitted 
to Mss the King's hand, and swear to him fidelity d 
toviea How he kept his word will presently 

In the meantime the King had n#ed of faithful 
the nets of conspiracy w^ dosing isst 
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The plot fdnned against Louis XVIIL comprehended 
two enterprises. The first was to be achieved by the 
landing of Napoleon from Elba, when the universal 
good-will of the soldiers, the awe inspired by his name 
and character, and the suspicions and insinuations spread 
widely against the Bourbons, together with the hope of 
recovering what the nation considered as the lost glory 
of France, were certain to ensure him a general good 
reception. A second, or subordinate branch of the con- 
spiracy, concerned the insurrection of a body of troops 
under General L'Allemand, who were quartered in the 
north-east of France, and to whom waa committed the 
charge of intercepting the retreat of the King and royal 
family from Paris, and seizing them, to detain them as 
hostages at the restored Emperor’s pleasure. 

It IS impossible to know at what particular period of 
his residence in Elba Napoleon gave an express consent 
to what was proposed, and disposed himself to assume 
the part destined for him in the extraordinary drama. 
We should suppose, however, his resolution was adopted 
about that time when his manner changed compl^ly 
towards the British envoy residing at his little court, 
and when he assumed the airs of inaccessible and im- 
perial state, to keep at a distance, as an inconvenient 
observer, Sir Niel Campbell, to whom he had before seemed 
rather partial. His motions after that time have been 
described, so far as we have access to know them. It 
was on Sunday, 26th February, that Napoleon embarked 
with his guards on board the flotilla, consisting of the 
Inconstant brig, and six other small vessels, upon one of ^ 
the most extraordinary and adventurous expeditions that 
W6ts ever attempted. The force with which he was oi!f2;e 
more to change the fortunes of France amounted but to 
about a thousand men. To keep the undertaking^teecret, 
his sister Pauline gave a ball on the night of his depar- 
ture, and the oflScers were unexpectedly summoned, after 
leaving the entertainment, to go on board the, little 
squadron. 

In his passage Napoleon encountered two great risks. 
The first was from meeting a royal French frigate, who 
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hailed the Inconstant The guards were ordered tojgut 
off their caps, and go down below, or lie upon the"3ec£, 
white the captain of the Inconstant exchanged some 
civilities with the commander of the frigate, with whom 
he^ chanced to be acquainted; and being well known in 
these seas, was permitted to pass on without farther 
inquiry. The second danger was caused by the pursuit 
of Sir Niel Campbell, in the Pa/rtridge sloop of war, who, 
following from Elba, where he had learned Napoleon’s 
escape, with the determination to capture or sink the 
flotilla, could but obtain a distant view of the vessels as 
they landed thek* passengers. 

This was on the first March, when Napoleon, causing 
his followers once more to assume the three-coloured 
cockade, disembarked at Cannes, a small seaport in the 
gulf of Saint Juan, not far from Frejus, which had seen 
him land, a single individual, returned from Egypt, to 
conquer a mighty empire; had beheld him set sail, a 
terrified exile, to occupy the place of his banishment; 
and no'y again witnessed his return, a daring adventurer, 
to ttrow the dice once more for a throne or a grave. A 
small party of his guard presented themselves befdte 
A^ntibes, but were made prisoners by General Corsin, the 
^governor of the place. 

Undismayed by a circumstance so unfavourable, Napo- 
leon instantly began his march at the head of scarce a 
thousand men, towards the centre of a kingdom from 
which he had been expelled with execrations, and where 
his rival now occupied in peace an hereditary throne, 
for some time the inhabitants gazed on them with 
doubtful and astonished eyes, as if uncertain whether to 
asSfst them as friends, or to oppose them as invaders. A 
few peasants cried Vive VUmpereur! but the adventurers 
received neither countenance nor opposition from those 
of the higher ranks. On the evening of 2nd March, a 
day and a half after landing, the little band of invaders 
reached Ceremin, having left behind them their small 
train of artillery, in order to enable them to make forced 
marchea As Napoleon approached Dauphin^, called the 
cradle of the Revolution, the peasants greeted him tirith 
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more g^^al welcome, bot still no proprietors appeared, 
no clergy, no public f unctionariea But they were noW 
near to those by whom the success or ruin of the expe- 
dition must be decided. 

SouU, the minister at war, had ordered some lai^e 
bodies of troops to be moved into the country betwixt 
Lyons and Chamberri, to support, as he afterwards al- 
leged, the high language which Talleyrand had been of 
late holding at the Congress, by showing that France 
was in readiness for war. If the mar^chal acted with 
good faith in this measure, he was at least most unfor- 
tunate; for, as he himself admits, even hi his attempt at 
’exculpation, the troops were so ^ placed as if they had 
been purposely thrown in Buonaparte’s way, and proved 
unhappily to consist of corps peculiarly devoted to the 
ex-Emperorls person. On the 7th of March, the seventh 
regiment of the line, commanded by Colonel Lab6doyfere, 
arrived at Grenoble. He was young, nobly born, handsome, 
and distinguished as a military man. His marriage hiding 
connected him with the noble and loyal family of tDamas, 
h^ procured perferment and active employment <<rom 
Louis XVIII. through their interest, and the}%,Were in- 
duced even to pledge themselves for his fidelity. Yet 
Lab^doy^re had been engaged by Cambronne deep in the 
conspiracy of bllba, and used the command thus obtained 
for the destruction of the monarch by whom he was 
trusted. 

As Napoleon approached Grenoble, he came into con- 
tact with the outposts of the garrison, who drew out, 
but seemed irresolute. Buonaparte halted his own little 
party, and advanced almost alone, exposing his breast^ as 
he exclaimed, “ He who will kill his Emperor, let him now 
work his pleasure!” The appeal was irresisti^e^ — ^the 
soldiers threw down their arms, crowded round, the 
general who had so often led them to victory, and 
shouted Vive VErr^perev/rr In tib^^ganwhile, JiabS- 
doy&re, at the head bf two battaHofillpilll^ from 

the gates of Grenoble. As they advanced hb displayed 
an eagle, which, like that of Mazths, W(»^ipped oy the 
Boman oompirator, had been carefully preserved tP be 
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the type of civil War; at the same time he distributed 
am6ng the soldiers the three-colottred $Qftka4®®> which he 
had concealed in the hollow of a drum. They were 
received with en<)husiasm. It was in this moment that 
Mar^chal de Camp Des Villiers, the superior officer of 
Lab^doyfere, arrived on the spot, alarmed at what was 
taking place, and expostulated with the young military 
fanatic and the soldiers. He was compelled to retire. 
General Marchand, the loyal commandant of Grenoble, 
had as little influence on the troops remaining in the 
place: they made him prisoner, and delivered up the city 
to Buonaparte. Napoleon was thus at the head of nearly 
three thousand soldiers, owith a suitable train of artillery, 
and a corresponding quantity of ammunition. He acted 
with a moderation which his success could well afford, 
and dismissed General Marchand uninjured. * 

When the first news of Napoleon's arrival reached 
Paris, it excited surprise rather than alarm; but when 
he was found to traverse the country without opposition, 
some strange and combined treason began to be generally 
appflh^ded. That the Bourbons might not be wanting 
to their''oPWn cause, Monsieur, with the Duke of Orleans, 
set out for Lyons, and the Duke D’Angoul^me repaired 
to Nismes. The Legislative Bodies, and most of the 
better classes, declared for the royal cause. The resi- 
dents of the various powers hastened to assure Louis of 
the support of their sovereigns* Corps of volunteers 
were raised both among the Royalists and the Constitu- 
tional or moderate party. The most animating proclam- 
ations called the people to arms. An address by the 
celebrated Benjamin Constant, one of the most distin- 
guished of the moderate party, was remarkable for its 
eloquence. It placed in tlxe most striking light the con- 
trast between the lawful government of a constitutional 
monarch, and the usurpation of an Attila^^or Qetighis, 
who governed the sword of |:iis MainelUkes. It 

reminded FtaulSrfif^ihe general det^tation with which 
Buonaparte hii^ been expelled from the Ipngdom, and 
I>roclaim6d Frei^men^ be the yom of i^irope, ehould 
they again sticiih their hands voltmSirily ti Uie shackles 
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which they had burst and hurled from them. All were 
summoned to arms, more especially those to whom liberty 
was dear; for in the triumph of Buonaparte it must find 
its grave for ever.—r*‘ W4.th Lpojs,” said the address, “ was 
peace and happiness; with Buonaparte, war, misery, send 
desolation.” Even a more animating appeal to popular 
feeling was made by a female on the staircase of the 
Tuileries, who exclaimed, " If Louis has not men enough 
to fight for him, let him call on the widows and childless 
mothers who have been rendered such by Napoleon!” 

Notwithstanding all these demonstrations of zeal, the 
public mind had been much influenced •by the causes of 
discontent which had been so ai^iully enlarged upon for 
many months past. The decided Royalists were few, the 
Constitutionalists lukewarm. It became every moment 
more likely that not the voice of the people, but the 
sword of the army, must determine the controversy. 
Soult, whose conduct had given much cause for suspicion, 
.which was augmented by his proposal to call out the 
officers who since the restoration had been placed on 
half -pay, resigned his office and was succeeded by Cfarke, 
Duke of Feltre, less renowned as a soldier, but more trust- 
worthy as a subject. A camp was established at Melun 
— troops were assembled there — and as much care as 
possible was used in selecting the troops to whom the 
ro3ral cause was to be intrusted. 

In the meantime, Fortune had not entirely abandoned 
the Bourbons. That part^ of the Buonapartist conspiracy 
which was to have been executed in the north was dis- 
covered and disconcerted. Lefebvre Desnouettes, disr 
creditably known in England by his breach of ^role,v 
with the two Generals L’Allemand, were the agents in ^is^ 
plot. On the 10th March, Lefebvre marched forward his 
regiment to join Buonaparte; but the officers ha^ng dis- 
covered his purpose, he was obliged to make his escape 
from the arrest with which lie w5i threatened. The two 
L'Allemands put the garrison of Lisle, to the number of 
6000 men, in motion, by means of forged orders, declar- 
ing there was an insurrection in Paris. But Marshal 
Mortier, meeting the troo{» on the march, detected and 
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defeated the conspiracy, by which, had it taken effect, 
the King and royal family must have been made pri- 
soners. The UAllemands were taken, and to have exe- 
cuted them on the spot as traitors, might have struck a 
wholesome terror into such officers as still hesitated; but 
the ministers of the King did npt'possess energy enough 
for such a crisis. 

The progress of Buonaparte, in the meantime, was un- 
interrupted. It was in vain that, at Lyons, Monsieur 
and the Duke of Orleans, with the assistance of the 
advice and influence of Mar^chal Macdonald, endeavqu^^d^ 
to retain the tro<»p8 in their duty, and the ihliahfEants in 
their allegiance to the Idling. The latter, chiefly manu- 
facturers, afraid of being undersold by those of England 
in their own market, shouted openly, Vive VKmpex&v/nJ** 
The troops of the line remained silent and gloomy. 
*‘How will your soldiers behave?” said Monsieur to the 
colonel of the 13th Dragoons. The colonel referred him 
to the men themselves. They answered candidly, that; 
they w^uld fight for Napoleon alone. Monsieur dis- 
mouMed, and addressed the soldiers individually. To 
one veteran, covered with scars, and decorated with 
medals, the prince said, “A brave soldier like you, at 
least, will cry, ‘ Vive ** — ‘'You deceive yourself,” 

answered the soldier. “No one here will fight against 
his father — I will cry, * Vive ^apoleQu!' ** The efforts 
of Macdonald were equally vain: . He endeavoured to 
move two battalions to oppose the entry of Buonaparte’s 
advanced guard. So soon as the troops came in presence 
of each other, they broke their ranks, and mingled to- 
gether in the general cry of “ Mac- 

doSald would have been made prisoner, but the forces 
whom he had just commanded would not permit this 
consummation of revolt. Monsieur was obliged to escape 
from Lyons, almost alone. The guard of honour formed 
by the citizens, to attehd the person of the second of the 
Bourbon family, offered their services to Napoleon; but 
he refused them with contempt, whil^ he sent a cross of 
honour to a single dragoon, whe had the loyalty and de- 
votion to attend Monsieur in his retreat. 



Btiona,]parte, naiS^ master of the ancien#*i&ital of tho 
O^ul^ aud at the head of 7000 meu, was aifeowledged 
by M^on, Chalons, Dijon, and almost all Burgnindiy, 
Marseilles, on the contrary, and all Provence, declared 
against the invader, and the former city set a price upon 
his head, 

Napoleon found it necessary to halt at Lyons for the 
refreshment of his forces; and, being joined some of 
the civilians of his party, he needed time also to organize 
his government and administration. Hitherto, the ad- 
dresses which he had published had been of a military 
character, abounding with the Oriental imagery which 
Buonaparte regarded as essentiaj to eloquence, promising 
that victory should move at the charging step, and that 
the eagle should fly with the national colours from steeple 
to steeple, till she perched on the towers of Notre Dame. 
The present decrees were of a different character, and 
related to the internal arrangement of his projected ad- 
ministration. . • 

Cambac^r^s was named his minister of justice; ^ouch^ 
that of police (a boon to the revolutionists); Davou||^ was 
irfode minister of war. Decrees upon decrees isslied forth, 
with a rapidity which showed how Buonaparte had em- 
ployed those studious hours at Elba, which h€ was sup- 

¥ 5sed to have dedicated to the composition of his Memoirs. 

hey ran in the name of Napoleon, by the grace of God, 
Emperor of the French, and were dated on the 13th of 
March, although not promulgated until the 21st of that 
month. The first of these decrees abr<igated all changes 
in the courts of justice and tribunals which had taken 
place during the absence of Napoleon. The second idis- 
placed all officers belonging to the class of emigrants, 
and introduced into the army by the King. The third 
suppressed the order of St. Louis, the white ffa^^and 
cockaide, and other royal emblems, and restored the three- 
coloured banner and the imperial symbols of Buonapaxte’a 
authority. The same deci^ee abolished the Swiss Q^u$i?d, 
and the household troops of the King. The fourth se- 
questered the effects of the Bourbons. A similar ordinance 
sequestered the restored property of emigrant fundJiea, 



iiiras to repp^ient greal changes 

of property having taken place in this manner. ^The fifth 
deoroo of Lyons suppressed the ancient nobility and 
feudal titles, and formally confirmed proprietors of na- 
tional domains in their possessions. The sixth declared 
sentence of banishment against all emigrants not er^d 
from the list previous to the accession of the Boufhons, 
to which was added confiscation of their property. The 
seventh restored the Legion of Honour, in every respect 
as it had existed under the Emperor, uniting to its funds 
ttie confiscated revenues of the order of St. Louia * The;, 
eighth and last decree was the most important pf all. 
Under pretence that ejnigrants who had borne arms 
I against France, had been introduced into the body of the 
I Peers, and that the Chamber of Deputies had already sat 
\ for the legal time, it dissolved both Chambers, and con- 
voked the Electoral Colleges of the empire, in order that 
they might hold, in the ensuing month of May, an extra- 
ordinary assembly of the Ghamp-de^MaL This convoca- 
tion, foi; which jthe inventor found a namp in the history 
of th% ancient Franks, was to^have two objects: Firsty to 
make such alterations and reformations in the constitu- 
tion of the empire as circumstances should render advis- 
able; seco'hdl'^y to assistmt the coronation of the Empress 
and of the King of Rome. 

We cannot pause to criticise these various enactments. 
In general, however, it niay be remarked, lihat they were 
admirably calculated to. serve Napoleon's cause. They 
flatt^ed the arrair, and at the same time heated their 
resentment against the einigrants, by insinuating that 
they had been sacrificed by Louis to the interest of these 
hifrEollowers. They held put to the Republicans a speedy 
prospect of confiscations, proscriptions, and revolutions of 
goverUrftent; while the Imperialists were gratified with a 
view*6f ample funds for pensions, offices, and honorary 
decorations. To the proprietors of national domains was 
promised security; to the Parisians, the spwtacle of the 
Ohmnp-de^Mai; and to all France, peace and tranquiL 
lity, since the arrival of the Empress and her son, so 
coxifidanl^y asserted to be at band, must be )|pnaidered as 
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a pledge of €he frieii^ship of Austria Bussia was also 
said to be friendly to Napoleon, and the conduct of Alex- 
ander toward the members of Buonaparte^s family, was 
boldly appealed to as evidence of the fact. England, it 
was averred, befriended him, else how could he hAve 
escaped from an isle surrounded by her naval force? 
Prussia, therefore, alone, might be hostile and unappeased; 
but, unsupported by the other belligerent powers, Prussia 
must remain passive, or would soon be reduced to reason. 
The very pleasure in mortifying one, at least, of the late 
victors of Paris, gave a ssest and po^nancy to the revd^ 
lution, which the concurrence 6f tlie other great states 
would, according to Buonaparte^ render easy and peace- 
ful. Such news were carefully disseminated through 
France by Napoleon’s adherents. They preceded his 
march, and prepared the minds of men to receive him as 
their destined master. 

On the 13th, Buonaparte recommenced his journey, 
and, advancing through Ma9on, Chalons, and Dijon, he 
reached Auxerre on the I7th March. His own^ode of 
travelling rather resembled that of a prince, who, «reary 
of the fatigue of state, wishes to extricate himself, as 
much as possible, from its trammels, than that of an ad- 
venturer coming at the head of an army of insurgents, to 
snatch a crown from the head of the lawful monarch who 
wore it. He travelled several hours in advance of his 
jarmy, often without any guard, or, at most, attended only 
by a few Polish lancers. The country through which he 
journeyed was favourable to his pretensions. It had 
been severely treated by the allies during the military- 
manoeuvres of the last campaign, and the dislike of tp^e 
suffering inhabitants extended itself to the family -^o 
had mounted the throne by the influence of these 
strangers. When, therefore, they saw the late filmperor 
among them alone, without guards, inquiring, with his 
usual appearance of active interest, into the extent of 
their losses, and making liberal promises to repair them, 
it is no wonder that Aey should rather remember the 
battles he had fought in their behalf against the 
foreigners, than think on the probability that his presence 
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among them might be the precursor of a second inva- 
sion. 

The revolutionary fever preceded Buonaparte like an 
epidertiic disorder. The 14th regiment of Lancets, quar- 
tered at Auxerre, trampled under foot the white cockade 
at the first signal; the 6th regiment of Lancers declared 
also for Napoleon, and without waiting for orders, drove 
a few soldiers of the household troops from Montereau, 
and secured that important post, w^ich commands the 
passage of the Seine. 

^ The dismay of the royal government at the revolt of 
Lyons was much increased by false tidings which had 
been previously* circulated, giving an account of a pre- 
tended victory obtained by the Royalist party in front 
of that town. The conspiracy was laid so deep, and ex- 
tended so widely through every branch of iJie govern- 
ment, that those concerned contrived to send this false 
report to Paris in a demi-official form, by means 0 $ the 
telegfaph. It had the expected effect, first in suspending 
the pr^arations of the lojral party, and afterwards in 
deepefliing the anxiety which overwhelmed them, when 
Monsieur, returning almost unattended, brought the news' 
of his bad success. 

At this moment of all but desperation, Fouche offered 
his assistance to the almost defenceless King. It is pro- 
bable that the more he reflected on the character of his 
old master, Napoleon, the deeper became his conviction, 
that they knew each other too well ever to resume an 
attitude of mutual confidence. Nothing deterred, there- 
fore, by the communications which he had opened with 
tkii, Imperialists, he now demanded a secret audience of 
the King. It was refused, but his communications were 
received^through the medium of two confidential persons 
deputed by Louis. Fouch^ s language to them was that 
of a bold empiric, to whom patients have recourse in a 
moment of despair, and who confidently undertake the 
most utterly hopeless cases. Like such, he exacted 
absolute reliance on his skill — ^the most scrupulous atten- 
tion to his injunctions — the most ample reward for his 
promised services; and as such too, he spoke with the 

(M»)6) 0 
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utmost confidence in the certainty of his remedy, whikt 
observing a vague yet studious mystery about the in- 
gredients of which it was composed, and the mode in 
which it would operate. He required of Louis XVIII. 
that he should surrender all the executive authority to 
the Duke of Orleans, and all the ministerial offices to 
himself and those whom he should appoint; which two 
conditions being granted, he undertook to put a period 
to Buonaparte’s expedition. The Memoirs of this bold 
intriguer affirm, that he meant to assemble all that re- 
mained of the revolutionary party, and oppose the 
doctrines of Liberty and Equality to those of the glory 
of France in the sense understood by Buonaparte. What 
were^ the means that such politicians, so united, heid to 
oppose to the army of France, Fouch4 has not informed 
us; but it is probable, that, to stop the advance of 10,Q00 
armed men, against whom the revolutionists could n6w 
scarce even array the mob of the suburbs, the ex-minister 
of police must have meditated the shox^t sharp remedy of 
Napoleon’s assassination, for accomplishing whicAi, he, if 
any man, could have found trusty agents. ^ 

The King having refused proposals, which went to 
preserve his sceptre by taking it out of his hands, and by 
further unexplained means, the morality of which was 
liable to just suspicion, Fouch^ saw himself obliged to 
carry his intrigues to the service of his old master. He 
became, in consequence, so much an object of suspicion 
to the Royalists that an order was issued for his arrest. 
To the police agents, his own old dependants, who came 
to execute the order, he objected against the infoi'mality 
of their warrant, and stepping into his closet, as i^ to 
draw a protest, he descended by a secret stair into his 
garden, of which he scaled the wall His next n^ghbour, 
mto whose garden he escaped, was the Duche^ de St. 
Leu; so that the fugitive arrived, as if by a trick of the 
stage, in the very midst of a circle of diosen 
partists, who received him with triumph, and oomd<teved 
the mode of his coming among them as a full Warrant foor 
his fidelity. 

Louis XVIIL, in his distrans, had recourse to the 



ttuce of auothor man of the EoYolution, who, without 
possessiug the abilities of Fouch^, was perhaps, had he 
been disposed to do so, better qualified than he to have 
served the King's cause. Mar^cnal Ney was called forth 
tp* take the command of an army destined to attack Na- 
poleon in the flank and rear as he marched towards Paris, 
while the forces at Melun opposed him in front. He had 
an audience of the King on the 9th of March, when he 
accepted his appointment with expressions of the most 
devoted faith to the King, and declared his resolution to 
bring Buonaparte to Paris like a wild beast in an iron 
c^ge; The Marshal went to Besan9on, where, on the 
11th of March, he leartfed that Buonaparte was in pos- 
session of Lyons. But he continued to make preparations 
for resistance, and collected all the troops he could from 
the adjoining garrisons. To those who objected to the 
ba9 disposition of the soldiers, and remarked that he 
would have difficulty in inducing them to fight, Ney 
answered determinedly, “They shtul fight; I will take a 
musket*from a grenadier and begin the action myself; — 
I wilrtun my sword to the hilt in the first who hesitates 
to follow my example." To the minister at war he wrote, 
that all were dazzled by the activity and rapid progress 
of the invader; that Napoleon was favoured by the 
common people and the soldiers; but that the officers and 
civil authprities were loyal, and he still hoped “ to see a 
fortunate close of this mad enterprise 

In these dispositions Ney advanced to Lons-le-Saulnier* 
Here, on the night betwixt the 13th and 14th March, he 
received a letter from Napoleon, summoning him to join 
hii^ standard, as “ bravest of the brave", a name which 
could not but awake a thousand remembrances. He had 
alreatiy pounded both his officers and soldiers, and dis- 
covered their unalterable determination to join Buona- 
parte. fie therefore had it only in his choice to retain 
hi^ command by passing over to the Emperor^ or else 
return to the King without executing anything which 
might seem even an effort at realizing his boast, and also 
wifiiout the army oyer which be assented bis posh 
seipjlon iff such umuence. 
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Mar^chal Ney was a man of mean birth, who, by the 
most desperate valour, had risen to the highest ranks 
in the army. His early education had not endowed him 
with a delicate sense of honour or a high feeling of prin- 
ciple, and he had not learned either as he advanced *in 
life. He appears to have been a weak man, with more 
vanity than pride, and who, therefore, was likely to feel 
the loss of power more than the loss of character. He 
accordingly resolved upon adhering to Napoleon. Sens- 
ible of the incongruity of changing his side so suddenly, 
he affected to be a deliberate knave, rather than he would 
content himself with being viewed in His real character, 
of a volatile, light-priijcipled, and inconsiderate fool. He 
pretended that the expedition of Napoleon had been long 
arranged between himself and the other marechals. But 
we are willing rather to suppose that this was matter 
of mere invention, than to think that the protestations 
poured out at the Tuileries, only five days before, were, 
on the part of this unfortunate man, the efiusiolis of 
premeditated treachery. ♦ 

The Mar^chal now published an order of tht day, 
declaring that the cause of the Bourbons was lost for 
ever. It was received by the soldiers with rapture, and 
Buonaparte 8 standard and colours were instantly dis- 
played. Many of the oflScers, however, remonstrated, 
and left their commands. One, before he went away, 
broke his sword in two, and threw the pieces at Ney's 
feet, saying, It is easier for a man of honour to break 
iron than to infringe his word 

Ney weus received by Napoleon with open arms. His 
defection did incalculable damage to the King's ca\i 9 ©, 
tending to show that the spirit of treason which possessed 
the common soldiers, had ascended to and aflP^ted the 
officers of the highest rank in the army. 

The King, in the meanwhile, notwithstanding these 
unpromising circumstances, used every exertion to induce 
his subjects to continue in their allegiance. He attended 
in person the sitting of the Chamber of Deputies, and 
was received with such enthusiastic marks of applause, 
that one would have thought the most active exertions 
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must have followed. Louis next reviewed the national 
guards, about 25,000 men, who made a similar display 
of loyalty. He also inspected the troops of the line, 
6000 in number, but his reception was equivocal. They 
pfaced their caps on their bayonets in token of respect, 
but they raised no shout. 

Some of those about Louis’s person continued to believe 
that these men were still attached to the King, or that at 
any rate they ought to be sent to the camp at Melun, 
which was the last remaining point upon which the royal 
party could hope to make a stand. 

As a last resource, Louis convoked a general council at 
the Tuileries on the 184h March. The generals present 
declared there could be no effectual opposition offered to 
Buonaparte. The royalist nobles contradicted them, and, 
after some expressions of violence had been uttered, much 
misbecoming the royal presence, Louis was obliged to 
break up the meeting, and prepare himself to abandon a 
capital which the prevalence of his enemies, and the dis- 
union df his friends, left him no longer any chance of 
defeariing. 

Meantime, the two armies approached each other at 
Melun; that of the King was commanded by the faithful 
Macdonald. On the 20th, his troops were drawn up in 
three lines to receive the invaders, who were said to be 
advancing from Fontainebleau. There was a long pause 
of suspense, of a nature which seldom fails to render 
men more accessible to strong and sudden emotion. The 
glades of the forest, and the acclivity which ascends to it, 
were full in view of the royal army, but presented the 
^pearance of a deep solitude. All was silence, except 
'^en the regimental bands of music, at the command of 
the officers, who remained generally faithful, played the 
Birk x^i^ive JE^nri Belle Gab- 

rjelle, and o£her tunes connected with the cause and 
family of the Bourbons. The sounds excited no corre- 
sponding sentiments among the soldiers. At length, about 
noon, the galloping of horse was heard. An open carriage 
appeared, surrounded by a few hussars, and drawn by 
four horsea It came on at full speed; and Napoleon 
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^mping from the vehicle, was in the midst of the ranks 
which had been formed to oppose him. His escort threw 
themselves from their horses, mingled with their ancient 
comrades, and the effect of their exhortations was instan- 
taneous on men whose minds were already half made up 
to the purpose which they now accomplished. There was 
4 general shout of Vive Napoleon ! — The last army of 
the Bourbons parsed from their side, and no further 
obstruction existed betwixt Napoleon and the capital 
which he was once more — but for a brief space— to in- 
habit as a sovereign. 

Louis XVIII. had anticipated too su^fely the defection 
which took place, to await the censequence of its actual 
arrival. The King departed from Paris, escorted by hiS 
household, at one in the morning of the 20th March. 
Even at that untimely hour, the palace was surrounded 
by the national guards and many citizens, who wept and 
entreated him to remain, offering to spend the last drop 
of their blood for him. But Louis wwiy declined acSept- 
ing of sacrifices which could now have availed nothing. 
Escorted by his household troops, he took the way tcAisle. 
Mar^chal Macdonald, returning from the fatal position 
of Melun, assumed the command of this small body, which 
was, indeed,, augmented by many volunteers, but such as 
considered their zealous wishes, rather than their power 
of rendering assistance. The King's condition was, how- 
ever, pitied and respected, and he passed through Abbe- 
fflle, and other garrison towns, where the soldiers received 
him with sullen respect; and though indicating that they 
intended to join his rival, would neither violate his person 
nor insult his misfortunes. At Lisle he had hoped ^ 
make a stand, but Mar^chal Mortier, insisting upon the 
dissatisfied and tumultuary state of the garrison, 
him to proceed, for the safety of his life; and, compeUed 
to a second exile, he departed to Ostend, and from wence 
to Ghent, where he established his exiled court. Mar^chid 
Macdonald took leave of his majesty on the frontiers, 
conscious that by emitting he must loMevery nrospect 
of serving in future either France or her mona^. 
household troops, about two hundred esccepted, were also 





dislmnded on the frontiers. They had been hamsed in 
their march thither by some lip^ht horse, and in theii? 
attempt to regain their homes in a state of dispersion, 
some were slain, and almost all were plundered and in- 
sttlted. 

In the meanwhile, the Revolution took full effect at 
Paris. L^yalette, one of Buonaparte’s most decided ad*- 
herents, hastened from a place of concealment to assume 
the management of the post-office in' the name of Na- 
poleon, an office which he had enjoyed during his former 
reign. He was thus enabled to intercept the royal pro- 
clamations, and to announce to every department officially 
the restoration of therljmperor. Excelsman, the oath of 
fealty to the King, d toutes ipreuveSy scarce dry upon his 
lips, took down the white flag which floated on the 
Tuileries, and replaced the three-coloured banner. 

It was late in the evening ere Napoleon arrived in the 
same open carriage which he had used since his landing. 
There was a singular contrast betwixt his entry and the 
departjyre of the King. TheJatter was accompanied by 
the ®abs, tears, and kind wishes of those citizens who 
desired peace and tranquillity, by the wailing of the 
defenceless, and the anxious fears of the wise and pru- 
dent. /The farmer entered amid the shouts of armed 
columni7"wHo, existing by war and desolation, welcomed 
with military acclamations the chief who was to restore 
them to their element. The inhabitants of the suburbs 
cheered in expectation of employment and gratuities, or 
by instigation of their ringleaders, who were chiefly under 
the management of the police, and well prepared for the 
^vent. But among the immense crowds of the citizens 
of Paris, who turned out to see this extraordinary spec- 
tacle, few or none joined in the gratulation. The soldiers 
of IS^^uard resented their silence, commanded the spec- 
tators to shout, struck with the flat of their swords, and 
pointed their pistols at the multitude, but could not, 
even by these military means, extort the expected cry of 
liberty and Napoleon, though making it plain, by their 
demeanour, that the last, if not the first, was returned to 
the Parisians. In the court of the Caroi^l, and 
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the Tuileries, all the adherents of the old Imperial govern- 
ment, and those who, having deserted Napoleon, were 
eager to expiate their fault, by now being first to acknow- 
ledge him, were assembled to give voice to their welcome, 
which atoned in some degree for the silence of the streets. 
They crowded around him so closely that he was com- 
pelled to exclaim — “ My friends, you stifle me!’’ and his 
adjutanti^ were obliged to support him in their arms up 
the grand staircase, and thence into the royal apartments, 
where he received the all-hail of the principal devisers 
ap4 abettors of this singular undertaking. 

/ Never, in his bloodiest and most triumphant field of 
battle, had the terrible ascendency of Napoleon’s genius 
/appeared half so predominant as during his march, or 
I rather his journey, from Cannes to Paris. \ He who left 
' the same coast disguised like a slave, and weeping like a 
' woman, for fear of assassination, reappeared in grandeur 
like that of the returning wave, which, the farther it has 
n 'treated, is rolled back on the shore with the more^ ter- 
rific and overwhelming violence. His looks see^ned to 
possess the pretended power of northern magician#, and 
blunted swords and spears. ! The Bravest of the Brave, 
who came determined to oppbse him as he would a wild 
beast, recognized his superiority when confronted with 
him, and sunk again into his satellite. Yet the lustre 
with which Napoleon shone was not that of a planet, 
duly moving in its regular sphere, but that of a comet, 
inspiring forebodings of pestilence and death, and 


“ with fear of change, 
Perplexing nations,** 


The result of his expedition was thus summed up by 
one of the most eloquent and best- informed ^British 
statesmen : 

Was it,” said the accomplished orator, "in the power 
of language to describe the evil? Wars which had raged 
for twenty-five years throughout Europe; which hafl 
spread blood and desolation from Cadiz to Moscow, and 
from Naples to Ck>p6nhagen' which had wasted the 
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means of human enjoyment, and destroyed the instru- 
ments of social improvement; which threatened to diffuse 
among the European nations the dissolute and ferocious 
habits of aj>redatory soldiery — at length by one of those 
s which bid defiance to the foresight of man, 
brought to a close, upon the whole happv 
beyond all reasonable expectation, with no violent shoct 
to national independence, with some tolerable ^cpmpro- 
mise between the opinions of the age and the reverence 
due to ancient institutions; with no to® signafor morti- 
fying triumph over the legitimate interests or avowable 
feelings of any i* umerous body of men, and, above all, 
without those retaliation^ against nations or parties which 
beget new convulsions, often as horrible as those which 
they close, and perpetuate revenge and hatred and blood 
from age to age. Europe seemed to breathe after her 
sufferings. In the midst of this fair prospect, and of 
these consolatory hopes, Napoleon Buonaparte escaped 
from^Elba; three small vessels reached the coast of Pro- 
vence; their hopes are instantly dispelled; the work of 
our toiil and fortitude is undone; the blood of Europe is 
spilt in vain — 

‘ Ibi omnis effusus labor 1 

When Paris was lost, the bow of the Bourbons was 
efiectually broken; and the attempts of individuals of 
the family to make a stand against the evil hour were 
honourable indeed to their own gallantry, but of no ad- 
vantage to their cause. 

. The Duke d’Angouleme placed himself at the head of 
a^considerable body of troops, raised by the town of 
Marseilles, and the royalists of Provence. But being 
surrounded by General Gilly, he was obliged to lay down 
his A-?m^, on condition of amnesty to his followers, and 
free permission to himself to leave France. General 
Grouchy refused to confirm this capitulation, till Buona- 
parte's pleasure was known. But the restored Emperor, 
not displeased, it may be, to make a display of generosity, 
permitted the Duke d'Angoul^me to depart by sea from 
Cette, only requiring his interference with Louis XVIII. 
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for returning the crown jewels which the king had re^ 
moved with him to Ghent. 

The Duke of Bourbon had retired to La Vendde to 
raise the warlike royalists of that faithful province. But 
it had been previously occupied by soldiers attached*" to 
Buonaparte, so judiciously posted as to render an. insur- 
rection impossible; and the duke found himself obliged to 
escape by sea from Nantes. 

The Duchess d’Angoul^me, the only remaining daughter 
of Louis XVI., whose childhood and youth had sunered 
with patient firmness such storms of adversity, showed 
on this trying occasion that she had the active as well as 
passive courage becoming the deyscendanl of a long line of 
princes. She threw herself into Bourdeaux, where the 
loyalty of Count Lynch, the mayor, and of the citizens 
in general, promised her determined aid, and the princess 
herself stood forth amongst them, like one of those heroic 
women of the age of chivalry, lyhose looks and words 
were able in moments of peril to give double edge to 
men’s swords, and double constancy to theii> hearts. 
But unhappily there was a considerable garrison of 
troops of the line in Bourdeaux, who #had caught the 
general spirit of revolt. General Clausel also advanced 
on the city with a force of the same description. The 
duchess made a last effort, assembled around her the 
officers, and laid their duty before them in the most 
touching and pathetic manner. But when she saw their 
coldness, and heard their faltering excuses, she turned 
from them in disdain: — "You fear,” she said — pity 
you, and release you from your oatha” She embarked, 
on board an English frigate, and Bourdeaux opened 
gates to Clausel, arid declared for the Emperor. Thus, 
notwithstanding the return of Napoleon was f^ from 
being acceptable to the French universally, or even 
generally, ^1 open opposition to his government ceased, 
and he was acknowledged as Emperor within about 
twenty days after he landed on the beacAn at Cannes, 
with a thousand followers. 

But though he was thus replaced on the throne, Na- 
poleon's sei^ ivas by no means secure, unl^ he co^ 
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prevail upon the confederated sovereigns of Europe to 
acknowledge him in the capacity of which their united 
arms had so lately deprived him. It is true, he had 
indirectly promised war to his soldiers, by stigmatizing 
the cessions made by the Bourbons of what he called the 
territory of France. It is true, also, that then, and till 
his death’s-day, he continued to entertain the rooted idea 
that Belgium, a possession which France had acquired 
within twenty years, was an integral portion o£ that 
kingdom. It is true, Antwerp and the five hundred sail 
of the line which were to be built there, continued through 
his whole life to fee the very Delilah of his imagination. 
The cause of future war was, therefore, blazing in his 
bosom. But yet at present he felt it necessary for his 
interest to assure the people of France that his return to 
the empire would not disturb the treaty of Paris, though 
it had given the Low Countries to Holland. He spared 
no device to spread reports of a pacific tendency. 

Frdm the commencL^raent of his march it was affirmed 
by his creatures that he brought with him a treaty con- 
duded^with all the powers of Europe for twenty years. 
It was repeatedly averred that Maria Louisa and her son 
were on the point of arriving in France, dismissed by 
her father as a pledge of reconciliation ; and when she did 
not appear, it was insinuated that she was detained by 
the Emperor Francis as a pledge that Buonaparte should 
observe his promise of giving the French a free constitu- 
tion. To such , barefaced assertions he was reduced, 
rather than admit that his return was to be the signal 
for renewing hostilities with all Europe. 

Meantime, Napoleon hesitated not to offer to the allied 
ministers his willingness to acquiesce in the treaty of 
Paris; although, according to his uniform reasoning, it 
involvea the humiliation and disgrace of France. He 
sfent a letter to each of the sovereigns, expressing his 
desire to make peace on the same principles which had 
twn arranged with the Bourbons. To tncfee letters no 
answers were returned. The decision of i|ie allies had 
aiiieady been adopted. ✓ ^ 

Iple Oq^Qgress at Vienna happened, fortdlately, not to 
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be dissolved, when the news of Buonaparte's escape from 
Elba was laid before them by Talleyrand, on the 11th 
March. The astonishing, as well as the sublime, ap- 
proaches to the ludicrous, and it is a curious physiological 
fact that the first news of an event which threatened*to 
abolish all their labours seemed so like a trick in a 
pantomime that laughter was the first emotion it excited 
from almost every one. ' The merry mood did not last 
long; for the jest was neither a sound nor safe one. It 
was necessary for the Congress, by an unequivocal 
declaration, to express their sentiments upon this extra- 
ordinary occasion. This declaration tappeared on the 
13th March, and after giving art account of the fact, bore 
the following denunciation: — 

“ By thus breaking the convention which had established him in 
the island of Elba, Buonaparte destroys the only legal title on which 
his existence depended; and, by appearing again in France with 
projects of confusion and disorder, he has deprived himself of the 
protection of the law, and has manifested to the universe tha^* there 
can be neither peace nor truce with him. 

“The powers consequently declare, that Napoleon Buonftparte has 
placed himself without the pale of civil ana social relations, and 
that, as an enemy and disturber of the tranquillity of the world, he 
has rendered himself liable to public vengeance. They declare at 
the same time, that, firmly resolved to maintain entire the treaty of 
Paris of the 30th of May, 1814, and the dispositions sanctioned by 
that treaty, and those which they have resolved on, or shall here- 
after resolve on, to complete and to consolidate it, they will employ 
all their means, and will unite all their efforts, that the general 
peace, the object of the wishes of Europe, and the constant purpose 
of their labours, may not again be troubled ; and to provide against 
every attempt which shall threaten to replunge the world into the 
disorders of revolution.” 

This manifesto was instantly followed by a treaty 
betwixt Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, 
renewing and confirming the league entered*’ into at 
Chaumont. The 1st article declared the resolution of 
the high contracting parties to maintain and enforce the 
treaty of Paris, which excluded Buonaparte from the 
throne of France, and to enforce the decree of outlawry 
issued against him as above mentioned. 2. Each of the 
contracting parties agreed to keep constantly in the field 
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an army of 150,000 men complete, with the due propor- 
tion of cavalry and artillery. 3. They agreed not to lay 
down their arms but by common consent, until either the 
purpose of the war should have been attained, or Buona- 
parte should be rendered incapable of ’ disturbing the 
peace of Europe. After other subordinate articles, the 
7th provided, that the other powers of Europe should be 
invited to accede to the treaty; and the 8th, that the 
King of France should be particularly called upon to 
become a party to it. A separate article provided, that 
the King of Great Britain should have the option of 
furnishing his cotitingent in men, or of paying, instead, 
at the rate of £30 sterling per annum for each cavalry 
soldier, and £20 per annum for each infantry soldier, 
which should be wanting to make up his complement. 
To this treaty a declaration was subjoined, when it 
was ratified by the Prince Begent, referring to the 8th 
article of the treaty, and declaring that it should not be 
undetstood as binding his Britannic Majesty to prosecute 
the wail, with the view of forcibly imposing on France 
any pairticular government. The other contracting powers 
agreed to accept of the accession of his Royal Highness, 
under this explanation and limitation. 

The treaty of Vienna may be considered in a double 
point of view, first, upon principle, and secondly, as to 
its mode of expression; and it was commented upon in 
both respects in the British House of Commons. The 
expediency of the war was denied by several of the 
opposition members, on account of the exhausted state 
of Great Britain, but they generally admitted that the 
escape of Buonaparte gave a just cause for the declaration 
of hostilities. 

The provocations pleaded by Buonaparte (which seem 
to have been entirely fanciful, so far as respects any 
design on his freedom), were, first, the separation from 
his family. But this was a question with Austria ex- 
clusively; for what power was to compel the Emperor 
Francis to restore his daughter, after the fate of war had 
flung her again under his paternal protection ? N apoleon's 
feelings , in his situation were extremely natural, but those 



of the £Smt>eror^. eannot be blamed, who eonsidered his 
daughter’s honour and happiness as interested in separ- 
rating her from a man, who was capable of attempting to 
redeem his broken fortunes by the most desperate means. 
Much would depend upon the inclination of the illustrious 
person herself; but, even if some degree of paternal re- 
straint had been exerted, could Napoleon really feel him- 
self justified in renewing a sort ot Troja n war^ with all 
the powers in Europe, in order to Irecover Tiis wife, or 
think, because he was separated from her society by a 
flinty-hearted father, that he was therefore warranted 
in invading and subduing the kingdont of France? The 
second article of provocation, and we admit it as a just 
one, was, that Napoleon was left to necessities to which he 
ought not to have been subjected, by France withholding 
his pension till the year should elapse. This was a ground 
of complaint, and a deep one; but against whom ? Surely 
not against the allies, unless Buonaparte had called upon 
them to make good their treaty; and had stated that 
France had failed to make good those obligations for 
which he had their guarantee. England, who was duly an 
accessory to the treaty, had nevertheless already inter- 
fered in Buonaparte’s behalf, and there can be no doubt 
that redress would have been granted by the contracting 
parties, who could not in decency .avoid enforcing a 
treaty, which had been of their own forming. That this 
guarantee gave Napoleon a right to appeal and to com- 
plain, cannot be denied; but that it gave him a right to 
proceed by violence, without any expostulation previously 
made, is contrary to all ideas of the law of nations, which 
enacts, that no aggression can constitute a legitimate cause 
of war until redress has been refused. This, however, is 
all mere legal argument. Buonaparte did NOT^ invade 
France because she was deficient in paying his pension. 
He invaded her, because he saw a strong prospect , of 
regaining the throne; nor do we believe that millions of 
gcSd would have prevailed on him to forego the oppor- 
tunity. 

His more available ground of defence, however, was 
that be was recalled by tiie general voice of tlm tuMjon of 
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Franee; but tha whole facts of the case contradietea this 
statement His leagtie with the Revolul^ionists was made 
reluctantly on their part, nor did that party form any 
veiy considerable portion of the natidn. “ His election,'* 
according to Grattan, " wa»s a military election; and when 
the army disposed of the civil government, it was the 
march of a military chief over a conquered nation. The 
nation did not rise to assist Louis, or resist Buonaparte, 
because the nation could not rise against the army. The 
mind of France, as well as her constitution, had com-^ 
pletely lost, for the present, the power of resistance. 
They passively yielded to superior force.” 

In short, the opinion ci the House of Commons was so 
unanimous on the disastrous consequences of Napoleon's 
quitting Elba, that the minority brought charges against 
Ministers for not. having provided more effectual means 
to prevent his escape. To these charges it was replied, 
that Britain was not- his keeper; that it was impossible 
to maintain a line of blockade around Elba; and if it had 
been otherwise, that Britain had no right to interfere 
with Buonaparte’s motions, so far as concerned short 
expeditions unconnected with the purpose of escape; 
although it was avowed, that if a British vessel had de- 
tected him in the act of going to France with an armed 
force, for the purpose of invasion, the right of stopping 
his progress would have been exercised at every hazard. 
Still it was urged, they had no title either to establish a 
police upon the island, the object of which should be to 
watch its acknowledged Emperor, or to maintain a nayal 
force around it, to apprehend him in case he should 
attempt an escape. Both would have been in direct con- 
tradiction of the treaty of Fontainebleau, to which Britain 
had acceded, though she was not of the contracting 
parties. ^ 

The style of the declaration of the allies was more 
generally censured in the British Parliament than its 
waiiike tohe. It was contended that, by declaring 
Na^Ieou an outlaw, it invoked against him the daggers 
of individuals, as well as the sword of Justice. This. 
€hai]ge dt encouraging aesassination was warmly repelled 
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by the supporters of Ministry. The pu^os^ of the pro- 
clamation, it was said, was merely to point out Napoleon 
to the French nation, as a person who had forfeited Kis 
civil rights, by the act of resuming, contrary to treaty, 
a position in which, from his temper, habits, alhd 
talents, he must again become an object of suspicion and 
terror to all Europe. His^nfle^We resolution, his un- 
bounded ambition, his own" genius, his power over the 
mind of others — those great military talents, in short, 
which, so valuable in war, are in peace so dangerous, had 
afforded reasons for making the peace of Paris, by which 
Napoleon was personally excluded ^rom the throne. 
When Napoleon broke that peace, solemnly concluded 
with Europe, he forfeited his political rights, and in that 
view alone the outlawry was to be construed. In ccm- 
sequence of these resolutions, adopted at Vienna and" 
London, all Europe rang with the preparations for war; 
and the number of troops with which the allies proposed 
to invade France were rated at no less than one trillion 
and eleven thousand soldiers. • 

Before proceeding farther, it is requisite to say> a' few 
words on the subject of Murat. He had been for someJ 
time agitated by fears naturally arising from the attack! 
made upbn%is government at the Congress by Talleyrand.| 
The effect had not, it was true, induced the other powers to 
decide against him; but he seems to have been conscious 
that the reports of General Nugent and Lord William 
Bentinck concurred in representing him as having acted 
in the last ciimpaign rather the part of a trimmer fctwixt 
two parties, than that of a confederate, sincere, as he 
professed to be, in favour of the allies. Perhaps his 
conscience acknowledged this truth, for it certainly 
seems as if Eugene might have been more hardly^ pressed, 
had Murat been disposed to act with energy in l^half of 
the allies. He felt, therefore, that the throne of Tancred 
tottered under him, and rashly determined that it was 
better to bravo a danger than to allow time to see whether 
it might not pass away; Murat had held intercourse 
with the isle of Elba, and cannot but havje known Buona- 
parteX purpose when he left it; but he ought, at the* 
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same time, to have considered, that if his Ibrdther-in-law 
met with any success, his own alliance would become 
essential to Austria, who had such anxiety to retain the 
north of Italy, and must have been purchased on his own 
tSinocis, 

Instead, however, of waiting for an opportunity of 
profiting by Napoleon's attempt, which could not have 
failed to arrive, Murat resolved to throw himself into the 
fray, and carve for himself. He placed himself at the 
head of an army of 60,000 men, and without explaining 
his intentions, occupied Rome, the Pope and cardinals 
flying before him'^j threatened the whole line of the Po, 
which the Austrian forCO was inadequate to maintain; 
and, on 31st of March, addr^sed a proclamation to all 
Italians, summoning them to rise In arms for the libera- 
tion of their country. It seemed now clear, that the 
purpose of this son of a pastry-cook amounted to nothing 
else than the formation of Italy into one state, and the 
placing himself on the throne of the Coesars. The pro- 
clamation was signed Joachim Napoleon, which last 
nam^, formerly laid aside, he reassumed at this critical 
period. The appeal to the Italians was in vain. The 
feuds among the petty states are so numerous, their pre- 
tensions so irreconcilable, and their weakness has made 
them SO often the prey of successive conquerors, that they 
found little inviting in the proposal of union, little 
arousing in the sound of independence. The proclama- 
tion, therefore, had small eflect, except upon some of the 
students at Bologna. Murat marched northward, how- 
ever, and being much superior in numbers, defeated the 
Austrian general Bianchi, and occupied Modena and 
Florence. 

Mural'g attitude was now an alarming one to fiurope. 
If he should press forward into Lombardy, he might co- 
operate with Buonaparte, now restored to his crown, and 
would probably be reinforced hy thousands of the 
veterans of the Viceroy Eugene's army. Austria, there- 
fore, became desirous of pea^, and o&redio guarantee*" 
to him the possession of the kingdom of Naples^ with an 
addition ite had long coveted, the marchefit n§mdy, of 
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tli€ Boman See. Britain, at the same time^ intimated, 
that having made truce with Joachim at the instance of 
Austria, it was to last no longer than his good intelligence 
with her ally. Murat refused the conditions of the one 
power, and neglected the remonstrances of the other. 
" It was too late/' he said ; “ Italy deserves freedom, and 
she shall be free.” Here closed all hopes of peace; 
Austria declared war against Murat, and expedited the 
reinforcements sent into Italy; and Britain prepared a 
descent upon his Neapolitan dominions, where Ferdinand 
still continued to have many adherents. 

Murat's character as a j^ctid^ n was ?ar inferior to that 
which he deservedly bore as & soldier in the field of 
battle, and he was still a worse politician than a general. 
A repulse sustained in an attempt to pass the Po near 
Occhio-bello, seems to have disconcerted the plan of his 
whole campaign, nor did he find himself able to renew 
the negotiations which he had rashly broken olF. He 
seemed to acknowledge, by his military movement!, that 
he had attempted a scheme far beyond his strength and 
understanding. He retreated upon his whofe line, 
abandoning rarma, Reggio, Modena, Florence, and all 
Tuscany, by which last movement he put the Austrians 
in possession of the best and shortest road to Rome. In 
consequence, he was pressed on his retreat in front and 
rear, and compelled to give battle near Tolentino. It was 
sustained for two days (2nd and 3rd of May), but the 
Neapolitans could not be brought into close action with 
the iron-nerved Austrians. It was in vain that Murat 
placed field-pieces in the rear of his attacking columns, 
with orders to fire grape on them shpuld they retreat; in 
vain that he himself set the example of the most desperate 
courage. The Neapolitan army fled in dispei^sion and 
discomfiture. Their guns, ammunition, treasure, and 
baggage, became the spoil of the Austrians; and in 
traversing the mountains of Abruzzo, Murat lost half his 
army without stroke of sword. 

The SefeaSed^^prince into his Neapolitan 

dominions, where he learned. that the C^abrions were 
in insurrection, and that an English fleet, escorting^ on 



invadiBg army from Sioily, had appeared in the Bay of 
Kaples. His army, reduced to a handful by repeated- 
sidrmishes, in which he had hehaved with such temerity 
as to make his followers think he desired death, was 
Greeted to throw itself into Capua. * He himself, who 
had left Naples splendidly apparelled, according to his 
custom, and at the head of a gallant army, now entered 
its ga|es attended only by four lancers, alighted at the 
palace, and appeared before the queen, pale, haggard, 
dishevelled, with all the signs of extreme fatigue and 
dejection. His salutation was in the alfecting words, 
‘‘Madam, I have not been able^to find death T* He pre- 
sently found that remaining at Naples, which was about 
to fall into other hands, would compromise his liberty, 
perhaps his life. He took leave of his queen, whom cir- 
cumstances were* about to deprive of that title, cut off 
bis hair, and disguising himself in a gray frock, escaped 
to the little island of Ischia, and reached, on 2oth May, 
Caniffes, which had received Napoleon a few weeks before. 
His wife, immediately afterwards, alarmed by the ten- 
dency of the Neapolitan mob to insurrection, surrendered 
berself to Commodore Campbell of the Trmieiidou8y and 
Was ^received on board his vessel. 

courier announced Murat's arrival in France to 
^ Bfuona^He," whoi instead of sending consolation to his 
unhappy relative, is said to have asked with bitter scorn, 
“Whether Naples and France had made peace since the 
war of 1814?” The answer seems to imply that although 
the attempts of Joachim and Napoleon coincided in time, 
and in other circumstances, so punctually as to mal^e it ' 
evident that they had been undertaken in concert, yet 
that there had been no precise correspondence, far lefiei' 

S for 3 :nal treaty, betwixt the adventurous brothers; 

Bed, i^apoleon at all times positively denied that he 
had the least accession to Murat’s wildly-concerted project 
ds8 houclieTB), and affirmed that it was essentially 
injurious to him. Napoleon's account was that when he 
retired t6 Elba, he took ^farewell of Murat by letter, for- 
giving all that had passed between them, and recommend- 
ing to bis^ihrother^ln-law to keep on good with the 
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Austrians, and only to check them if he saw them likely 
to advance on France. He offered also to guarantee his 
kingdom. Murat returned an affectionate answer, en- 
gaging to prove himself, in his conduct towards Napoleon, 
more an object of pity than resentment, declining any 
other guarantee thaii the word of the Emperor, and de- 
claring that the attachment of his future life was to 
make amends for the past defection. But it was 
Murat’s fate to ruin us every way,” continued Napoleon; 
“ once by declaring against us, and again by unadvisedly 
taking our part.” He encountered Austria without 
sufficient means, and being ruined, left* her without any 
counterbalancing power in Italy. From that time it 
became impossible for Napoleon to negotiate with her. 

Receiving the Emperor’s account as correct, and allow- 
ihg that the brothers-in-law played each his own part, it 
was not to be supposed that they acted entirely without 
a mutual understanding. Each, indeed, was willing to 
rest on his own fortunes, well knowing that his claim to 
the other’s assistance would depend chiefly upon his 
success, and unwilling, besides, to relinquish the privilege 
of making peace, should it be necessary, at the expense 
of disowning the kindred enterprise of his brother-in-law. 
Notwithstanding the splendid details which the Moniteur 
gave of Murat’s undertaking, while it yet seemed to 
promise success, it is certain that Buonaparte endeavoured 
to propitiate Austria, by the ofler of abandoning Murat; 
and that Murat, could his offers have obtained > hearing 
after the repulse of Occhio-bello, was ready once more to 
have deserted Napoleon, whose name he had bo lately 
reaasumed. Involved in this maze of selfish policy, 
Murat had now the mortification to find himself con- 
temned by Napoleon, when he might, indeed, be ^burden, 
but could afford him no aid. Had he arrived at Milan 
as a victor, and extended a friendly hand across the 
Alps, how different would have been his reception! But 
Buonaparte refused to see him in his distress, or to per- 
mit^ Him to come to Paris, satisfied that the sight of his 
mise^ would be a bitter contradiction to the fables 
which the French journals had for some time published 
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of his success. Pouchy sent him a message, much like 
that which enjoined the dishonoured ambassadors of 
Solomon to tarry at Jericho till their beards grew. It 
recommended to Murat to remain in seclusion till the 
fecollection of his digrace should be abated by newer 
objects of general interest. 

Buonaparte had sometimes entertained thoughts of 
bringing Murat to the army, but was afraid of shocking 
the French soldiers, who would have felt disgust and 
horror at seeing the man who had betrayed France. ‘‘I 
did not,” he said to his followers at St. Helena, “ think I 
could carry him through, and yet he might have gained 
us the victory; for there were moments during the battle 
(of Waterloo) when to have forced two or three of the 
English squares might have ensured it, and Murat was 
just the man fq?* the work. In leading a charge of 
cavalry, never was there an officer more determined, 
more brave, and more brilliant.” 

Murat was thus prohibited to come to the court of the 
Tuileries, where his defection might have been forgiven 
but h^s defeat was an inexpiable offence. He remained 
in obscurity near Toulon, till his fate called him elsewhere, 
after the decisive battle of Waterloo.^ From this episode, 
for such, however important, it is in the present history, 
we return to France and our immediate subject. 

While Murat was struggling and sinking under his 

^ It is well known that Joachim Murat, escaping with difficulty from France, 
fled to'Corsica, and might have obtained permission to reside upon parole in 
the Austrian territories, safe and unmolested. He nourished a wild idea, how- 
ever, of recovering his crown, which induced him to reject these terms of 
safety, and invade the Neapolitan territories at the head of about two hundred 
men. That his whole expedition might be an accurate parody on that of 
Buonaparte to Cannes, he published swaggering proclamations, mingled with 
a proper quantum of falsehood. A storm dispersed his flotilla. He ^limself, 
Ootol>er ^Jh, landed at a little fishing town near Monte Leone. He was 
attacked by the country people, fought as he was wont, but was defeated and 
made prisoner, tried by m^ial law, and condemned. The Sicilian royal 
family have shown themselves no forgiving race, otherwise mercy might have 
been extended to one, who, though now a private person, had been so lately 
a king that he might be pardoned for forgetting that be had no longer the 
power of making peace and war without^rsonm responsibility. Murat met 
nis fate as became Le Beau Sabreur. He fastened uis wife’s pictitfe on his 
breast, refused to have his eyes bandaged. Or to use a sea(t, receit^ed sbt balls 
Ihrough his heart, and met the death which he had braVed with impunity in 
the thiok of many oonfliots, and sought in vain in so many others. 
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«vU , fate, Buonaparte was actively preparing for the 
approaching contest. His first attempt, as we have 
already seen, was to conciliate the allied powers. To 
satisfy Great Britain, he passed an act abolishing the 
slave - trade, and made some regulations Concerning 
national education, in which he spoke highly of the 
systems of Bell and Lancaster. These measures were 
favourably construed by some of our legislators; and 
that they were so is a complete proof that Buonaparte 
understood the temper of our nation. To suppose that, 
during his ten months of retirement, his mind was 
actively employed upon the miseries of the negroes, or 
the deplorable state of ignorance to which his own 
measures, and the want of early instruction, had reduced 
the youth of France, would argue but little acquaint- 
ance with his habits of ambition. Tp believe, on the 
contrary, that he would, at his first arrival in France, 
make any apparent sacrifices which might attract the 
good-will of his powerful and dangerous neighbours is 
more consonant with his schemes, his interests, and his 
character. The path which he chose to gain the esteem 
of Britain was by no means injudicious. * The abolition 
of negro slavery, and the instruction of the poor, have 
(to the honour of our legislature) been frequent and 
anxious subjects of deliberation in the House of Com- 
mons; and to mankind, whether individually or collec- 
tively, no species of flattery is more pleasing than th^t of 
aasept and imitation. It is not a little to the credit of 
our^hountry that thq most avowed enemy of Britain 
strove to cultivate our good opinion, not by any offers of 
national advantage, but by appearing to concur in general 
measures of benevolence, and attention to the benefit of 
society. Yet, upon the whole, the character of Napoleon 
was too generally understood, and the purpose of his 
apparent approximation to British sentiments too obvi- 
ously affected, for serving to make any general or serious 
im pr ession in his favour. 

Witii Austria Napoleon acted differently. He vfas ^ 
aware that no impression could be made on the 
Francis, or his minister, Mettemich, and tiiat it haq ^ 



Gome impossible, with their consent,^ that he should ful^l 
bis promise of presenting his wifis and son to the people 
on the Champ de Mai. Stratagem remained the only 
resource; and some Frenchmen at Vienna, with those in 
Maria Louisa's train, formed a scheme of carrying off the 
Empress of France and her child. The plot was dis- 
^vered and prevented, and the most public steps were 
immediately taken to show that Austria considered all 
ties with Buonaparte as dissolved for ever. Maria Louisa, 
by her father's commands, laid aside the arms and liveries 
of her husband, hitherto displayed by her attendants and 
carriages, and assumed those of the house of Austria. 
This decisive event put an end to every hope, so long 
cherished by Napoleon, that he might find some means 
of regaining the friendship of his father-in-law. 

Nor did the other powers in Europe show themselves 
more accessible to his advances. He was, therefore, re- 
duced to his own partisans in the French nation, and 
thosa won over from other parties, whom he might be 
able to, add to them. 

Thei army had sufficiently shown themselves to be his 
own, upon grounds which are easily appreciated. The 
host of public official persons, to whom the name under 
which they exercised their offices was indifferent, provided 
the salary continued to be attached to them, formed a 
large and influential body. And although we, who have 
never, by such mutations of our political system, been 
put to ihe trial of either abandoning our means of living, 
or submitting to a change of government, may, on Jtiear- 
ipg quoted names of respectabii^y and celebrity ‘who 
adopted the latter alternative, exclaim against French 
versatility, a glance at Britain during the frequent 
cbauges of the seventeenth century, may induce us td_ 
exciiayi^e the exclamation of ‘‘poor France I” for that of • 
" poor human nature 1 " The professors of Cromwell's days, 
who piously termed themselves followers of Providence, 
because they complied with every change that came 
uppermost; and the sect of time-servers, includii^ the 
honest patriot who complained at the B^toration thi^ 
he bed complied wi .fi seven forms of gov^mmenl during 
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•the yeaf, but lost his oflSce by being too late of adhering 
to the last — would have made in th^eir day a list equally 
long, and as entertaining, as the celebrated Dictionnaire 
de Chirouettes, In matters dependent upon a sudden 
breeze of sentiment, the mercurial Frenchman is more 
apt to tack about than the phlegmatic and slowly-moved 
native of Britain; but when the steady tiade- wind of 
interest prevails for a long season, men in all nations 
and countries show the same irresistible disposition to 
trim their sails by it; and in politics as in morals, it will: 
be well to pray against being led into temptation. - 
Besides those attached to him by merg interest, or from 
gratitude and respect for his talgnts, Napoleon had now 
among his adherents, or rather allies, not as a matter of 
choice, but of necessity, the Jacobin party, who had been 
obliged, though unwillingly, to adopt him as the head of 
a government, which they hoped to regenerate. To these 
were to be added a much larger and more respectable 
body, who, far from encouraging his attempt, had testified 
themselves anxious to oppose it to the last, but who, 
conceiving the cause of the Bourbons entirely losj, were 
willing to adhere to Buonaparte, on condition of obtain- 
ing a free constitution for France. Many of these acted, 
of course, on mixed motives; but if we were asked to 
form a definition of them, we should be induced to give 
the same, which, laying aside party spirit, we should 
ascribe to a right English Whig, whom we conceive to be 
a man of sense and moderation, a lover of laws and 
liberty, whose chief regard to particular princes and 
families is founded on what he apprehends to be the 

f )ublic good; and who differs from a sensible Tory so 
ittle that there is no great chance of their disputing 
upon any important constitutional question if it is fairly 
stated to both. Such, we believe, is the difference be- 
twixt rational Constitutionalists and Royalists in France; 
and, undoubtedly, while all the feelings of the latter in- 
duced them to eye with abhorrence the domination of a 
usuiyer, there must have been many of the former, who, 
fearing danger to the independence of France from the 
intervention of foreign powers, conceived that by advo- 
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eating the cause of Napoleon they were in some degree 
making a virtue of necessity, and playing an indifferent 
game with as much skill as the cards they held would 
permit. Many patriotic and sensible men, who had re- 
tained a regard for liberty during all the governments 
and all the anarchies which had subsisted for twenty 
years, endeavoured now to frame a system of government, 
grounded upon something like freedom, upon the diffi- 
culties of Buonaparte. Pressed as he was from abroad, 
and unsupported at home, save by the soldiery, he would, 
they conceived, be thrown by necessity under the pro- 
tection of the nat-ion, and obliged to recruit his adherents 
by complying with public opinion, and adopting a free 
government. Under this persuasion a great number of 
such characters, .more or less shaded by attachment fb a 
moderate and limited monarchy, were prepared to acknow- 
ledge Buonapartes re-established authority, in so far as 
he should be found to deserve it, by concessions on his part. 

The conduct and arguments of another portion of the 
friends of the constitution rather resembled that which 
might have been adopted in England by nioderate and 
intelligent Tories. Such men were not prepared to 
resign the cause of their lawful monarch because fortune 
had for a time declared against him. They were of 
opinion that, to make a constitution permanent, the 
monarch must have his rights ascertained and vindicated, 
as well as those of the people; and that if an usurper 
were to be acknowledged upon any terms, however 
plausible, so soon as he had cut his way to success by 
his sword, the nation would be exposed to perpetual 
revolutions. Louis, these men might argue, had com- 
mitted no crime whatever; he was only placed in cir- 
cumstances which made some persons suppose he might 
possibly be tempted to meditate changes on the constitu- 
tion, and on the charter which confirmed it. There was 
meanness in deserting a good and peaceable king at the 
command of a ^revolted array and a discarded usurper. 
They revetted that their prince must be replaced by 
foreign l^yonets; yet it was perhaps better that a 
moderate and peaceful government should be restored 
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, r even IliuS; tliati that the French nation should continue 

" to suffet under the despotic tyranny of their own soldiery. 

>Jrhose reasoners ridiculed the idea of a free constitution 
which was to be generated betwixt Buonaparte, who, in 
his former reign, never allowed freedom of thought, 
word, or action, to exist unrepressed, and the old Revolu- 
tionists, who, during their period of power, could be 
satisfied with no degree of liberty until they destroyed 
every compact which holds civil society together, and 
made the country resemble one great bedlam, set on fire 
by the patients, who remained dancing in the midst of 
the flames. 

Such we conceive to have beep the principles t>n which 
wise and moderate men on either side acted during this 
distracted period. It is easy to suppose that their 
opinions must have been varied by mjiny more and less 
minute shades, arising from temperament, predilections, 
prejudices, passions, and feelings of self-interesf, “'and that 
they were on either side liable to be pushed into e3w,gge- 
ration, or, according to the word which was formed to 
express that exaggeration — into Ultraism. 

Meantime, Napoleon did all that was possible to con- 
ciliate the people’s affection, and to show himself sincerely 
desirous of giving France the free constitution which he 
had promised. He used the advice of Carnot, Si^yes, 
and Fouch^, and c(3rtainly profited by several of their 
lessons. He made it, notwithstanding, a condition, that 
Carnot and Sieves should accept each a title and a seat 
in his House of Peers, to show that they were completely 
reconciled to the Imperial government; and both tjhe 
ancient republicans condescended to exchange the bonnet 
Tonge, for a coronet, which, considering their former 
opinions,^ sate somewhat awkwardly upon their brows. 

But although the union of the Imperialists and^'popular 
party had been ceUEinted by mutual hatred of the Bomy 
bons, and was still kept together by apprehensicHi of the 
King’s ad^rents within, and his ^lies on the 
seeds of diicord were soon visible between ^e 
and the popular leaders. While the former was eager 
once more to wield with fuU energy the soeptre he hsid * 



■■ . ■ tea'' KtrNCiaro''3)jtt»;: j' • '"M 

recovered, the latter were continually reminding him, 
that he had only assumed it in a limited and rei^ricted 
capacity, as the head of a free government, exereisii^; 
indeed, its executive power, but under the restraint of a 
^pular constitution. Napoleon, in the frequent disputes 
which arose on these important points, was obliged to 
concede to the demagogues the principles which they 
insisted upon. Sut then, for the safety of the state, 
involved in foreign and domestic dangers, he contended 
it was necessary to invest the chief magistrate with a 
vigour beyond the law, a dictatorial authority, temporary 
in its duration, but nearly absolute in its extent, as had 
been the manner in tha free states of antiquity, when 
the republic was in imminent danger. Carnot and 
Fouch^, on the other hand, considered that, although it 
seemed natural, ajjd might be easy, to confer such power 
at the present moment, the resumption of it by the 
nation, when it was once vested in the hands of Buona- 
partCi* would be a hopeless experiment. The Emperor, 
therefore,' and his ministers, proceeded to their mutual 
tasks Tith no mutual confidence; but, on the contrary, 
with jealousy, thinly veiled by an affectation of deference 
on the side of Buonaparte, and respect on that of his 
counsellors. 

The very first sacrifice which the Emperor gave to 
freedom proved an inconvenient one to his government. 
This was nothing less than the freedom of the press. It 
is true that the influence of his minister of police man- 
aged, by indirect means, to get possession of most of the 
journals; so that of sixty writers, employed generally, if 
not constantly, in periodical composition, five only were 
now found friendly to the royal cause. The othe|^ pens, 
which a few days before described Napoleon aa^ specie^ 
of Ogref who had devoured the youth of Frtece, now^ 
wrote him down a hero and a liberatoi** Still, when the 
liberty of the press was once established, it was soon 
founid ^possible to prevent it from assertingite right of 
uttefwde; and there were found authors to advocate the 
cause of the Bourbons, from principle, from caprice, from 
tile love of eontradietion. 
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Napoleon, who always showed himself sensitively alive 
to the public censure, established inspectors of the book- 
sellers. The minister of police, a friend of liberty, but, 
as Compte, the editor of Le Censeur, neatly observed, 
only of liberty after the fashion of M, Fouch^ usfed 
every art in his power to prevent the contagion of 
freedom from spreading too widely. This M. Compte 
was a loud, and probably a sincere advocate of freedom, 
and had been a promoter of Buonaparte's return, us 
likely to advance the good cause. Seeing the prevailing 
influence of the military, he published some severe 
remarks on the undue weight the ^urmy assumed in 
public affairs, which, he hesitated not to say, was bring- 
ing France to the condition of Rome, when the empire 
was disposed of by the Praetorian guards. This stung to 
the quick; the journal was seized by Jhe police, and the 
minister endeavoured to palliate the fact* in the Monitev/r, 
by saying that, though seized, it had been instantly 
restored But Compte was not a man to be so silenced ; 
he published a contradiction of the ofiicial statement, 
and declared that his journal had not been restored. He 
was summoned the next day before the prefect, alter- 
nately threatened and wheedled, upbraided at one- 
moment with ungrateful resistance to the cause of the 
Emperor, and requested at the next to think of something 
in which government might serve him. Steeled against 
every proffer and entreaty, Compte only required to be 
permitted to profit by the restored liberty of the press; 
nor could the worthy magistrate make him rightly 
understand that when the Emperor gave all men liberty 
to publish what pleased themselves, it was under the 
tacit condition that it should also please the prefect and 
minister of police. Compte had the spirit to publish the 
whole affair. • 

In the meanwhile, proclamations of Louis, forbidding 
the p€»yment of taxes and^ announcing the arrival of 
1,200,0®0 men under the walls of Pans, covered these 
walls every night in spite of the police. A newspaper, 
called the Aiiy, was also secretly, but generally, circulated, 
which advocated the royal cause. In the better classes 
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of society, where Buonaparte was feared and hated, 
lampoons, satires, pasquinades girded from hand to hand, 
turning his person, ministers, and government into the 
most bitter ridicule. Others attacked him with eloquent 
invective, and demanded what he had in common with the 
word Liberty, which he now pretended to connept with his 
rei^. He was, they said, the sworn enemy of liberty, 
th^> assassin of the Republic, the destroyer of French 
freedom, which had been vso dearly bought; the show 
of liberty which he held was a trick of legerdemain, 
executed under protection of his bayonets. Such was 
his notion of liberty when it destroyed the national 
representation at St. Cl#ud; such was the freedom he 
gave when he established an Oriental despotism in the 
enlightened kingdom of France; such, when abolishing 
all free communic#,tion of sentiments among citizens, and 
proscribing every liberal and philosophical idea under 
the nickname of Ideology. “ Can it be forgotten,'" they 
contidued, “ that Heaven and Hell are not more irrecon- 
cilable ideas, than Buonaparte and Liberty? — The very 
word Freedom," they said, “was proscribed under his 
iron reign, and only first gladdened the ears of French- 
men, after twelve years of humiliation and despair, on 
the happy restoration of Louis XVIII. — Ah, miserable 
impostor!" they exclaimed, “when would he have spoke 
of liberty, had not the return of Louis familiarized us 
with freedom and peace!" The spirit of disaffection spread 
among certain classes of the lower ranks. The market- 
women (dames des halles), so formidable during the 
time of the Fronde, and in the early years of the Revolu- 
tion, for their opposition to the court, were now royalists, 
and, of course, clamorous on the side of the party they 
espouse^. They invented, or some loyal rhymer composed 
for them, a song, the burden of which demanded back 
the King, as their father of Ghent. They ridiculed, 
scolded, and mobbed th^ dommissaries police, who 
endeavoured to stop these musical processions of disaffec- 
tion; surrounded the chief of their number, danced 
around him, and chanted the obnoxious burden, until, 
Fouchd being ashamed to belie the new doctrines of 
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lio^y of thought, speech, and publication, his agents 
were instructed to leave thesis Amazons undisturbed on 
account of their political sentiments 
- While Buonaparte was unable to form an interest in 
the saloons, and found that even the dames dee halt^ 
were becoming discontented, he had upon his side the 
militia of the suburbs; those columns of pikemen so 
famous in the Eevolution, whose furious and rude 
character added to the terrors, if not to the dignity, of 
his reign. Let us not be accused of a wish io depreciate 
honest industry, or hold up to contempt the miseries of 
poverty. It is not the poverty, but 4he ignorance and 
vice, of the rabble of great ckies, which render them 
always disagreeable, and sometimes terrible. They are 
entitled to protection from the laws, and kindness from 
the government; but he who would them as political 
engines invokes the assistance of a blatant beast with a 
thousand heads, well furnished with fangs to tear and 
throats to roar, but devoid of tongues to speak i^ason, 
ears to hear it, eyes to see it, or judgment to comprehend 
it. 

For a little time after Buonaparte's return, crowds of 
artisans of the lowest order assembled under the windows 
of the Tuileries, and demanded to see the Emperor, whom, 
on his appearance, they greeted with shouts, os le Grand 
Entrepreneur, or general employer of the class of arti- 
sans, in language where the coarse phraseology of their 
rank was adorned with such flowe^^ of rhetoric as the 
times of terror had coined. Latterly, the numbers of this 
assembly Vere maintained by a distribution of a few sow 
to the shouters. 

However disgusted with these degrading exhibitions, 
Buonaparte felt he could not dispense wiwi this species 
of force, and was compelled to institute a day of pfo^- 
sion, and a solemn festival^ in favour of this description 
of persons, who, from the mode in which they were en- 
rolled, were termed Federates. 

On 14th May, the motley and ill-an^ged mnks Mdch 
assembled on this memorable occ^im, exhibited, in the 
eyes of the disgusted and- frightened spectators, all tbiil. 
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is degraded by habitual vice, and hardened by stupidity 
and profligacy. The portw'fcous procession moved <m along 
the Boulevards to the^court^of the Tuileries, with shout^ 
in which the praises of the Emperor were mingled with 
iSiprecations, and with the Revolutionary songs (long 
silenced in Paris) — the Marseillaise Hymn, the Carma- 
gnole, and the Day of Departure. The appearance of the 
men, the refuse of manufactories, of workhouses, of jails; 
their rags, their filth, their drunkenness; their ecstasies 
of blasphemdus rage, and no less blasphemous joy, stamped 
them with the character of the willing perpetrators of 
the worst horrors #f the Revolution. Buonaparte him$§if 
was judged, by close observers, to shrink with abhorrence 
from the assembly he himself had convoked. His guards 
were under arms, and the field artillery loaded, and turned 
on the Place de Qa^'rousel, filled with the motley crowd, 
who, from the contrasted colour of the corn porters and 
charcoal-men, distinguished in the group, were facetiously 
called*his Gray and Black Mousquetaires. He hasted to 
dismiss his hiaeous minions, with a sufficient distribution 
of praises and of liquor. The national guards conceived 
themselves insulted on this occasion, because compelled 
to give their attendance along with the Federates. The 
troops of the line felt for the degraded character of the 
Emperor. The haughty character of the French soldiers 
had kept them from fraternizing with the rabble, even in 
the cause of Napoleon. They had been observed, on the 
march from Cannes, to cease ^heir cries of Vive VEmper- 
ew*,when, upon entering any considerable town, the shout 
was taken up by the mob of the place, and td suspend 
their acclamations, rather than mingle them with those of 
the peqwina, whom they^ despised. They now muttered to 
each other, on i^eing the court which Buop^parte seemed 
compellea to bestow on these degraded artisans, that the 
cofiqueror of Marengo and Wagram had sank into the 
mere captain of a rabble. In short, the disgraceful charr 
acter of the alliance thus formed beWeen Buonaparte and 
the lees of the people, was of a nature incapable of being 
globed over even in thq flattering pages of tihe Moniteur, 

. amidst a flouris&eg desenptxon of this memorable 
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procession, was compelled to admit that, in some places, 
the name of the Emperor was incongruously mingled 
with expressions and songs which recalled an era unfor- 
tunately too famous. 

Fretted by external dangers, and internal disturbances, 
and by the degrading necessity of appearing every night 
before a mob who familiarly hailed him as Pira le Vio- 
lette, and, above all, galled by the suggestions of his 
philosophical counsellors, who, among other innovations, 
wished him to lay aside the style of Emperor for that of 
President, or Grand General of the Republic, Napoleon, 
to rid himself at once of occupations offensive to his 
haughty disposition, withdrew from the Tuileries to the 
more retired palace of the Elysee Bourbon, and seemed 
on a sudden to become once more the Emperor he had 
been before his abdication. Here he iook into his own 
hands, with the assistance of Benjamin Constant, and 
other statesmen, the construction of a new constitution. 
Their system included all those checks and reguliitions 
which are understood to form the essence of a free govern- 
ment, and greatly resembled that granted by th«r Royal 
Charter.^ Nevertheless, it was extremely ill received by 
all parties, -but especially by those who expected from 
Napoleon a constitution more free than that which they 
had dissolved by driving Louis XVIII. from the throne. 
^Jliere were other grave exceptions stated against the 
scheme of government. 


^ The following is an abridgment of its declarations : — The legislative power 
resides in the Emperor and two Chambers. The Chamber of Teers is heredi- 
tary, and the Emperor names them. Thehr number is unlimited. Th#Becond 
Chamber is elected by the people, and is to consist of 629 members — none are 
to be under twenty-five years. The President is appointed by the members, 
but approved of by the Emperor. Members to be paid at the rate settled by 
the Constituent Assembly. It is to be renewed every five years. T^e Emperor 
may prorogue, adjourn, or dissolve the House of Representatives. Sittings to 
be public. The Electoral Colleges are maintained. Land-tax and direct taxes 
1^0 be voted only for a year; indirect may be for , several years. No levy of men 
lor the army, nor any exchange of territory, but by a law. Taxes to be pro- 
^*]p08ed by the Chamber of Representatives. Ministers to be responsible. Judges 
( be irremovable. J uries to be established. Right of petition is estabUshed — 
freedom of worship — inviolability of property. The last artiole'says, that “the 
French people declare that they do not mean to delegate the power of restoring 
the Bourbons, or any prince of that family; bven in* case of the exolurion ot the 
Imperial dynasty 
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First, The same objection was statied against this Im- 
perial grant which had been urged with so much vehe- 
mence against the royal charter, namely, that it was not a 
CQpoipact between the people and the sovereign, in which 
the former called the latter to the throne^ under certain 
conditions, but a recognition by the sovereign of the 
liberties of the people. The meeting of the Champ de 
Mai had indeed been summoned (as intimated in the 
decrees from Lyons) chiefly with the purpose of form- 
ing and adopting the new constitution; but, according to 
the present system, they were only to have the choice of 
adopting or rejectiiig tha^ which Napoleon had prepared 
for them. The disappointment was great among those 
philosophers wi^, desired better brQad than is made of 
wheat”, and cotild not enjoy liberty^ itself, unless it em- 
anated directly fr^in the will of the people, and was 
sanctioned by popular discussion. But Napoleon was 
determined that the convention of the 10th May should 
have no other concern in the constitution, save to accept 
it when offered. He would not intrust such an assembly 
with th<§^ revision of the laws by which he was to govern. 

Secondly, This new constitution, though presenting 
an entirely new basis of government, was published under 
the singular title of an “ Additional Act to the Constitu- 
tion^ of the Emperor ”, and thereby constituted a sort of 
appendix to a huge mass of unrepealed organic laws, 
many of them inconsistent with the Additional Act in 
tenor and in spirit. 

Those who had enjoyed the direct confidence of the 
Emperpr while the treaty ,was framing, endeavoured to 
persuade themselves that Napoleon meant fairly by 
France, yet confessed they*had found it difficult to en- 
lighten his ideas on the subject of a limited monarchy. 
They felt that though the Emperor might be induced to 
contract his authority» yet what remained in his own 
hand would be wielded as arbitrarily as ever; and like- 
wise that he would never regard his ministers otherwise 
than as the immediate executors of his plecusure, and 
responsible to himseltaloUte. He would still continue to 
transport his whole chancery at his stirrup, and transmit 

(H20e) B 
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»eaJ,M orders to be executed by a minister whom he had 
not consulted on their import. 

4 |!he Royalists triumphed on the publication of this 
Additional Act: Was it for this,” they said, “you broj^ 
your oaths, and banished your monardi, to get the same, 
or nearly similar, laws imposed on you by a Russian 
ukase or a Turkish firman, which you heretofore enjoyCd 
by charter, in the same manner os your ancestors, called 
freemen by excellence, held their rights from their limited 
sovereigns? and for this have you exchanged a peaceful 
prince, whose very weakness was your security, for an 
ambitious warrior, whose strength ft your weakness? 
For this have you a second time gone to war with all 
Europe — for the Additional Act and the Champ de Mai?^* 

The more determined Republicans, besides their par- 
ticular objections to an Upper House, which the Emperor 
could fill with his own minions, so as effectually to con- 
trol the representatives of the people, found the proposed 
constitution utterly devoid of the salt which should savour 
it. There was no acknowledgment of abstract principles; 
no dissertation concerning the rights of the government 
and the governed; no metaphyseal discussions on the 
origin of laws ; and they were as much mortified and dis- 
appointed as the zealot who hears a discourse on practical 
morality, when he expected a sermon on the doctrinal 
points of theology. The unfortunate Additional Act 
became the subject of attack and raillery on all sides; 
and was esteemed to possess in m slight a degi-ee the 
principles of durability, that a bookseller being asked 
for a copy by a customer, replied. Tie did not in 
periodical ptublicatione. 

Under these auspices the Champ de Mai was opened, 
and that it might be in all^-tjespects incongruo«i% it was 
held on the 1st of June. Deputies were supposed to 
attend from all departments, not, as it hi^ been lat|^ly 
arranged, to canvass the new constitution, but to 
to ol^erve it; and not to receive the Impress Maria 
Louisa and her son as the ple<^ of twenty years peiee, 
but to behold the fatal eagl^^ the signal of inislant 
Uoody war, distributed by tlie Emperor to tlie aoldlpi. 
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Napoleon and his brothers, Whom he had once ntort 
collected around him, h^red, in quaint and fantastic 
robes, in the Champ de Mai; he aa Emperor, and they 4s 
princes of the blood — another subject of discontent to the 
Republicana The report of the votes was made, the 
electors swore to the Additional Act, the drums rolled^ 
the trumpets flourished, the cannon thundered. But the 
acclamations were few and forced. The Emperor seemed 
to view the scene as an empty pageant, until he was 
summoned to the delivery of the eagles to the various 
new-raised regiments; and then, amid the emblems of 
past, and, as miglit be p hoped, the auguries of future 
victories, he was himself again. But, on the whole, the 
Champ de Mai, was, in the language of Paris, une piice 
tombe'e, a condemned farce, which was soon to be suc- 
ceeded by a bloodj^ tragedy. 

The meeting of the Chambers was the next subject of 
interest. The Chamber of Peers did not present, like 
the corresponding assembly in Britain, members of long 
descent, ample fortunes, independence of principle, and 
educatron corresponding to their rank of hereditary legis- 
lators. Jt consisted ixi the princes of Napoleon’s blood 
royal, to whom was added Lucien, long estranged from 
his brother’s councils, but who now, instigated by frater- 
nal affection, or tired of literary leisure, having presented 
his epic poem to a thankless and regardless public, en- 
deavoured to save his brother in his present diflSculties, 
as by his courage and presence of mind he had assisted 
him during the revolution of Brumaire. There were 
abbui pne hundred other dignitaries, more than one half 
of whom were military men, including two or three old 
Jacobins, such as Si^yes ^nd Carnot, who had taken 
titles^ dc/^rations, and rank; inconsistently with the tenor 
of their whole Ufa The rest had been the creatures oi 
Buonaparte’s former reign, with some men of letters de- 
voted to his cause, and recently ennobled. This body; 
wbidi could have no other wiU than that ct the Emperor^ 
mgm^ed by the Republicans and Constitutionalisms 
and by the'^dtizens with ooii^mpt. Buo** ' 
expressed his opinion of |t with some-; 
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thin^ approaching the latter sentiment. He had scarce 
formed his tools, before he seems to have been convinced 
of their inefficacy, and of the little influence which they 
could exercise on the public mind. 4t: 

It was very different with the second chamber, in 
which were posted the ancient men of the Revolution, 
and their newer associates, who looked forward with 
hope that Buonaparte might yet assume the character of 
a patriot sovereign, and by his military talents save 
France for her sake, not for his own. The latter class 
comprehended many men, not only of talent, but of virtue 
and public spirit; with too largj5 a prcfportion, certainly, 
of those who vainly desired a system of Republican 
liberty, which so many years of bloody and fruitless ex- 
periment should have led even the most extravagant to 
abandon, as inconsistent with the situatfon of the country, 
and the genius of the French nation. 

The disputes of the Chamber of Representatives with 
the executive government commenced on June 4tn, the 
first day of their sitting; and, like those of their prede- 
cessors, upon points of idle etiquette. They choSe Lan- 
juinais for their president; a preferment which, alighting 
on one who had been the defender of Louis XVI., the 
active and determined resister of the power of Robes- 
pierre, and especially, the statesman who drew up the 
list of crimes in consequence of which Napoleon^s forfei- 
ture had been declared in 1814, could not be acceptable 
to the Emperor. Napoleon being applied to for confir- 
mation of the election, referred the committee for his 
answer to the chamberlain, who, he stated, would deliver 
it the next day by the page in waiting. The Chamber 
took fire, and Napoleon was compelled to return an im- 
mediate though reluctant approval of their choi'ie. The 
next remarkable indication of the temper of the Chamber, 
was the extempore effusion of a deputy named Sibuet, 
against the use of the epithets of duke, count, and other 
titles of honour in the Chamber of Representatives. Being 
observed to read his invective from notes, which was con- 
trary to the form of the Chamber, Sibuet was silenced 
for the moment as out of order; but the next day, or 
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soon afterwards, having got his speech by heart, the 
Chamber was under the necessity of listening to him, 
and his motion was got rid of with diflSculty. On the 
same day, a list of the persons appointed to the peerage 
*was demanded from Carnot, in his capacity of minister, 
which he declined to render till the session had com- 
menced. This also occasioned much uproar and violence, 
which the president could scarce silence by the incessant 
peal of his bell. The oath to be taken by the deputies 
was next severely scrutinized, and the Imperialists carried 
with diflSculty a resolution that it should be taken to 
the Emperor and the constitution, without mention of 
the nation. ^ 

The second meeting, on June 7th, was as tumultuous as 
the first. A motion was made by Felix Lepelletier that 
the Chamber s^uld decree to Napoleon the title of 
Saviour of his Country. This was resisted on the satis- 
factory ground that the country was not yet saved; and 
the Chamber passed to the order of the day by acclama- 
tion. 

Notwithstanding these open intimations of the reviv- 
ing spirit of Jacobinism, or at least of opposition to the 
Imperial sway, Napoleon's situation obliged him for the 
time to address the unruly spirits which he had called 
together, with the confidence which it was said necro- 
mancers found it needful to use towards the dangerous 
fiends whom they had evoked. His address to both 
Chambers was sensible, manly, and becoming his situa- 
tion. He surrendered, in their presence, all his preten- 
sions to absolute power, and professed himself a friend 
to liberty; demanded the assistance of the Chambers in 
matters of finance, intimated a desire of some regulations 
to che^k the license of the press, and required from the 
representatives an example of confidence, energy, and 
patriotism, to encounter the dangers to which the coun- 
try was exposed. The Peers replied in corresponding 
terms. Not so the second Chamber; for, notwithstanding 
the utmost efforts of the Imperialists, their reply bore a 
strong tincture of the sentiments of the opposite party. 
The Chamber promised, indeed, their unanimous suppc^ 
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i|i repelling the foreign enemy; hnt they announjiseiJ 
' iheir Intention to take under their consideration the 
cbnstitution, as recognized by the Additional Act, Mid to 
point out its defecte and imperfections, with the neces- 
sary remedies. They also added a moderating hint,' 
directed against the fervour of Napoleon’s ambition. 

“ The nation,” they said, “ nourishes no plans of aggran- 
dizement. Not even the will of a victorious prince will 
lead them beyond the boundaries of self-defence.” In 
his rejoinder, Napoleon did not suffer these obnoxious 
hints to escape his notice. He endeavoured to school 
this refractory assembly into veneratioikfor the constitu- 
tion, which he declared to be the pole-star in the 
tempest”; and judiciously observed, “there was little 
cause to provide against the intoxications of triumph, 
when they were amut to contend foy existence. He 
stated the crisis to be imminent, and cautioned the 
Chamber to avoid the conduct of the Roman people in 
the latter ages of the empire, who could not resist the 
temptation of engaging furiously in abstract discussions, 
even while the battering-rams of the common enemy> were 
shaking the gates of the capitol.” 

Thus parted Buonaparte and his Chambers of Legisla- 
ture; he to try his fortune in the field of battle, they to 
their task of altering and modifying the laws, and in- 
spiring a more popular spirit and air into the enactments 
he had made, in hopes that the dictatorship of the Jaco- 
bins might be once again substituted for the dictator- 
ship of tiie Emperor. All men saw that the Imperialists 
and Republicans only waited till the field was won that 
they might contend for the booty; and so little was the 
nation disposed to sympathize with the active, turbulent^ 
and bustling demagogues, W whom the contest jyaa to 
be maintained against the Emperor, that almost all pre- 
dicted with great unconcern their probable expuMpn, 
either by the sword of Buonaparte or the Boprbons. 


We are now to consider the preparatipns made for f^t^e 
invasion of France alon^ the whole eastern frontier, 
Iglieans of resistance which the talents of the JSmperc^ 




pf!eswtel^ to his numerous enemies, and the internat 
situation of the country itself. 

While the events now commemorated were passing in 
France, tfi% allies made the most gigantic preparations 
^or the renewal of war. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer of England had achieved a loan of thirty-six 
millions, upon terms surprisingly moderate, and the com- 
mand of this treasure had put the whole troops of the 
coalition into the most active advance. 


j^The seat of the Congress had been removed from 
TSenna to Frankfort, to be near the theatre of war. The 
Emperors of Russia and Austria, with the King of 
Prussia, had once more 'jplaced themselves at the head 
of their respective armies. The whole eastern frontier 
was menaced by immense forces. One hundred and fifty 
thousand Austria^, disengaged from Murat, might enter 
France through Switzerland, the Cantons having acceded 
to the coalition. An army equfeil in strength menaced 
the higher Rhine. Schwartzenberg commanded the 
Austrians in cljief, having under him Belleg^rde, and 
Frimoiit, Bianchi, and Vincent. Two hundred thousand 
Russians were pressing towards the frontiers of Als£^;e. 
The Archduke, Constantine was nominated generalissimo, 
but Barclay de Tolly, Sacken, Langeron, &o., were the 
eflicieht commanders. One hundred and fifty thousand 


Prussians, under Blucher, occupied Flanders, and were 
united with about eighty thousand troops, British, or in 
British pay, under the Duke of Wellington. There were 
also to be reckoned the contingents of the different 
princes of Germany, so that the allied forces were com-* 
putcd grossly to amount to upwards of one million of 
men. The reader must not, however, suppose that such 
an immense force was, or could be, brought forward at 
once, lihey were necessarily disposed on various lines, for 
the convenience of subsistence, and were to be brought 
up successively in support of each other, , 

meet this immense array . Napoleon, with his usual 
talent celerity, had brought forward mea^ sur^ 
The regular army, diminished by ihe 
had been, by caUmg out the'^etired 
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and disbanded soldiers, increased from something rather 
under 100,000 men, to double that number of experienced 
troops, of the first quality. But this was dust in the 
balance; and the mode of conscription was so intimately 
connected with Napoleon’s wars of conquest and disaster 
that he dared not propose, nor would the Chamber of 
Representatives have agreed, to have recourse to the old 
and odious resource of conscription, which, however, 
Buonaparte trusted he might still find effectual in the 
month of June, to the number of 300,000. In the mean- 
time, it was proposed to render moveable, for active 
service, two hundred battalions of the national guard, 
choosing those most fit for duty, which would make a 
force o\ ^11 2,000 men. It was also proposed to levy as 
many Federates, that is, volunteers of the lower orders, 
as could be brought together in the different departments, 
'the levy of the national guards was ordered by an 
Imperial decree of 5th April, 1815, and commissioners, 
chiefly of the Jacobin faction, were sent down int<i> the 
different departments, Buonaparte being well pleased at 
once to employ them in their own sphere and to ,get rid 
of their presence at Paris. Their efforts were, however, 
unable to excite the spirit of the country; for they had 
either survived their own energies or the nation . had 
been too long accustomed to their mode of oratory to 
feel any responsive impulse. Liberty and fraternity was [ 
no longer a rallying sound, and the summons to arms,) 
by decrees as peremptory as those relating to the con- 
scription, though bearing another name, spread a general 
spirit of disgust through many departments in the north 
of Fi^^ce. There and in Brittany the disaffection of the 
inhabitants appeared in a sullen, dogged stubbornness, 
father than in the form of active resistance to Napo- 
leon’s decrees. The national guards refused to parade, 
and, if compelled to do so, took every opportunity to 
desert and return home; so that it often happened that 
a battalion, which had mustered six hundred men, 
dwindled do^ to a fifth before they had marched two 
leagues. 

£i the departments of La Garde, of the Marne, and ihe 
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Nether Loire, the white flag was displayed, ^,nd the tree 
of liberty, which had been replanted in many places after 
the political regeneration of Buonaparte, was cut down. 
The public mind in many provinces displayed itself as 
Ibighly unfavourable to Napoleon. 

A report drawn up by Fouch^, stated in high-coloured 
language the general disaflection. Napoleon always con- 
sidered this communication as published with a view of 
prejudicing his affairs; and as that versatile statesman 
was already in secret correspondence with the allies, it 
was probably intended as much to encourage the Royalists, 
as to dismay theh adherents of Napoleon. This arch- 
intriguer, whom, to use aA expression of Junius, treachery 
itself could not trust, was at one moment nearly caught 
in his own toils ; and although he carried the matter with 
infinite address, JNTapoleon would have made him a 
prisoner, or caused him to be shot, but for the intimation 
of Carnot, that, if he did so, his own reign would not last 
aji hdur longer. 

• Thus Buonaparte was already, in a great measure, 
reduced to the office of the State; and 

there were not wanting many who dared to entreat him 
to heal the wounds of the country by a second abdication 
in fervour of his son — a measure which the popular party 
conceived might avert the impending danger of invasion. 

In the meantime, about the middle of May, a short 
insurrection broke out in La Yendde, under De Aute- 
champ, Suzanne t, Sapineau, and especially the brAve La 
Rochejacquelein. The war was neither long nor bloody, 
for an overpowering force was directed against the^i|^ur- 
gents, under Generals Lamarque and Travot. The people 
were ill prepared for resistance, and the government^ 
menace^ them with the greatest severities, the instruc- 
tions of Carnot to the military having a strong tincture 
of his ancient education in the school of terror. Yet the 
Chamber of Deputies did not in all respects sanction the 
severities of ttie government. When a mejmber, called 
Leguevel, made a motion for punishing, with pains and 
penalities, the Royalists of the west, the assembly heard 
him with patience and approbation, propose that the 
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md estates of the revolters (whom he qtjaJifiedi as 
Sr^atids, priests, arid Royalists) should be confiscate; 
but when ne added, that not only the insurgenta them- 
selves, but their relations in the direct line, whether 
ascendants or desceridants, should be declared outlaws, a"^ 
general exclamation of horror drove the orator from ihe 
tribune. ^ 

After a battle near La Roche Servifere, which co^t the 
brave La Rochejacquelein his life, the remaining chiefs 
signed a capitulation, by which they disband^ their 
followers, and laid down their arms, at the very time, 
when i^iolding out a few days would ohave made them 
acquainted with the battle of Waterloo. Released from 
actual civil war, Napoleon now had leisure to prepare for 
the ext^nal conflict. 

; li&eSliea&s resorted to by the Fiynch government, 
which w^^have already alluded to, had enabled Carnot 
tp repr^^nt the national means in a most respectable 
poyat of vieijf. By his report to the two Chambers, he 
stated, that on 1st April, 1814, the army had consisted of 
450,000 men, who had been reduced by the Bourbons to 
176,(JbO^ Since the return of Napoleon, the number ha4 
been increased tp 875,000 combatants of every kind; and 
before the 1st of August, was expected to amount to half 
a million. The Imperifil Gimrds, who were termed the 
country’s brightest ornament in time of peaces and its 
best bulwark in time of war, were recruited to-the num- 
ber of 40,000. 

Stupendous efforts had repaired, the report stated, the 
losses of the artillery during the three disastrous yeto3.of 
1812, 1813, 1814. Stores, ammunition, arms of every 
kind; were said to be provided in abundance. The re- 
moiinting of the cavalry had been accomplished in such 
a manner as to excite the surprise of everyone, i'inaily^ 
there was, as a body in reserve, the whole mass of ^ 

tary national guai^s, so called, because^ they wei;e not 
among the chosen bands which had beeii"'d^cl^i^;|aovp^ 
able. But the bulk of these were either unfit ; 

or unwilling to serve, and could only be relie^?Si>il 
aeouring the puhlio t^ftoquillity. Co^ of !^ede^|es 




Ijeen in all tha disferidis where materials mnld be 

fpnnd o£ whidi to compose them. ^ 

From^rhese forces Napoleon selected a grand army to 
ae|> under his personal Orders. They were chosen with 
^eat care, and the preparation of their maUrid was 
of the most extensive and complete description. The 
numbers in gross migh^ amount to 160,000; as great a 
numbei* of troops, perhaps, as can conveniently move upon 
one plan of operations, or be subjected to one generalissimo. 
A large deduction is to be made to "attain the exact 
amount of hio effecliive force. " 

Thus prepared £6>r action, no doubt was made ^ that 
" Bdbnaparte would open tne campaign by assuming offen- 
sive operations. To wait till the enemy had^ass^bled 
their full force on his frontier, would have suited ^ t^er 
the nian nor the mcment. It was most agreeabl^lbl^ills 
system, his disposition, and his interest, to rui^; upon 
, some separate army of the allies, surprise them, according 
to his •owi| phrase, in delict, and, by its diipersion esr 
annihilatiim, give courage to France, animate her to fresh 
exertion»in his cause, intimidate the confederated powws, 
apd gain time for sowing in their league the sdhds of ^ 
disunion. Even the Royalists, whose interest was so 
immediately connected wi^ the defeat of Buonaparte, 
were dismayed by witnessing his gigantic preparations, 
and sadly anticipated victories as the first result, though 
they trusted that, as in 1814, he would be at length worn 
out by force. of numbers and reiterated exertions. 

But |hough all guessed at the mode of tactics which 
Napoleon would employ, there Was a difference of opinion 
ll^pecting. the point on which his first exertions would 
and in general it was augured, that, trusting 


sti^ngth of Lisle, Valenciennes, and other fortified 
bn the frontiers of Flanders, his first real attack, 
diversion might be made elsewherb, would take 
Manheim, with the view of breaking asunder 
ij^uUd^Bussian armies as they ^re forming, 
! attacking them separately, to |peirent then: 
W in line. If he should^ sua||eed In thus 
the advance of the Audbdax^ Bussianfl^ 
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by directing his main force to this one point before they 
were fully prepared, it was supposed he might break up 
the plan of the allies for this campaign. 

But Buonaparte was desirous to aim a decisive blow 
at the most enterprising and venturous of the invading 
armies. He knew Blucher, and had heard of Wellington; 
he therefore resolved to move against those generals, 
while he opposed walls and fortified places to the more 
slow and cautious advance of the Austrian general, 
Schwartzenberg, and trusted that distance might render 
ineffectual the progress of the Russians. 

According to this general system,, Paris, under the 
direction of General Haxo, was, on the northern side, 
placed in a complete state of defence, by a double line of 
lortifications, so that, if the first were forced, the de- 
fenders might retire within the secqpd, instead of being 
compelled, as in the preceding year, to quit the heights 
and fall back upon the city. Montmartre was very strongly 
fortified. The southern part of the city on the opposite 
side of the Seine was only covered with a few field-works ; 
time, and the open character of the ground, permitting 
no more. But the Seine itself was relied upon as a 
barrier, having proved such in 1814. 

On the frontiers, similar precautions were observed. 
Intrenchments were constructed in the five principal 
passes of the Vosgesian mountains, and all the natural 
passes and strongholds of Lorraine were put in the best 
possible state of defence. The posts on the inner line 
were strengthened with the greatest care. The fine 
military position under the walls of Lyons was improved 
.^with great expense and labour. A tite-de-pont was 
erected at Brotteau; a drawbridge and barricade pro- 
tected the suburb La Guilloti^re; redoubts we^ erected 
between the Saonne and Rhine, and upon the heights of 
Pierre -Encise and the Quarter of Saint John. Guise, 
Vitri, Soissons, Chauteau-Thierry, Langres, and all the 
towns capable of any defence, were rendered as strong as 
posts, palisades, redoubts, and field-works could make 
them. The Russian armies, though pressing fast forward, 
were not as yet arrived upon the line of operations; and 
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Napoleon doubtless trusted that these impediments, in 
front of the Austrian line, would arrest any hasty ad- 
vance on their part, since the well-known tactics of 
that school declare against leaving in their rear fort- 
resses or towns possessed by the enemy, however insig- 
nificant or slightly garrisoned, or however completely 
they might be masked. 

About now to commence his operations, Napoleon 
summoned round him his best and most experienced 
generals. Soult, late minister of war for Louis XVIII., 
was named major-general.’ He obeyed, he says, not in 
any respect as an enemy, of the King, but as a citizen 
and soldier, whose duty it was to obey whomsoever was 
at the head of the government, as that of the Vicar of 
Bray subjected him in ghostly submission to each head 
of the Church proiempore. Ney was ordered to repair 
to the army at Lisle, *'if he wished”, so the command 
was expressed, '' to witness the first battle Macdonald 
was strongly solicited to accept a command, but declined 
it with disdain. Davoust, the minister-at-war, under- 
took to Remove his scruples, and spoke to him of what 
his honour required. '' It is not from you,” replied the 
marechal, ‘‘that I am to learn sentiments of honour,” and 
persisted in his refusal. D’Erlon, Reille, Vandamme, 
Gerard, and Mouton de Lobau, acted as lieutenant- 
generals. The cavalry was placed under the command 
of Grouchy (whom Napoleon had created a marechal). 
Pajol, Excelmans, Milhaud, and Kellerman, were his 
seconds in command. Flahault, Dejean, Lab^doy^re, and 
other officers of distinction, acted as the Emperor's aides- 
de-camp. The artillery were three hundred pieces; th% 
cavalry approached to twenty-five thousand men; the 
guard to,:the same number; and there is little dojxbt that 
the whole army amounted in eflective force to nearly 
130,000 soldiers, in the most complete state as to arm^ 
and equipment, who now marched to a war which they 
themselves had occasioned, under an Emperor of their 
own making, and bore both in their hearts and on their 
tongues the sentiments of death or victory. 

For the protection of the rest of tb© frontier, during 
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Ka^ldon's campaign in Flanders, Sucbet intrusted 
Twdtn the command on the frontiers of Switzerland, with 
directions to attack Montmellian as soon as possible after 
the 14th of June, which day Buonaparte had fixed fo» 
the commencement of hostilities. Massena was ordered 
to repair to Metz, to assume the government of that 
important fortress, and the command ‘Of the 3rd and 4th 
divisions. All preparations being thus made, Napoleon 
at length p,nnounced what had long occupied his secret 
thoughts. “ I go** he said, as he. threw himself into his 
carriage to join his army, go to measure myself with 
Wellington!'* - '• 

But although Napoleon’s expressions were those ^ of 
confidence and defiance, his internal feelings were of a 
different complexion. “I no longer felt,” as he after- 
wards expressed himself in his exii^e, “that complete 
confidence in final success which accompanied me on 
former undertakings. Whether it was that I was getting 
beyond the period of life when men are usually favoured 
by fortune, or whether the impuls'e of my career seetned 
impeded in my own eyes, and to my own imagination, it 
is certain that I felt a depression of spirit. Fortune, 
which used to follow my steps to load me with her 
bounties, was now a severe deity, fro^ whom I might 
snatch a few favours, but for which sbe exacted severe 
retribution. I had no sooner gained an advantage than 
it was followed by a reverse.” With such feelings, not 
certainly unwarranted by the circumstances under which 
the campaign wa^ undertaken, nor disproved by the event, 
Ni^oleon undertook his shortest and last campaign. 

The triple line of strong fortresses possessed by the 
French on the borders of Belgium, served Napoledn as a 
curtain behind which he could prepare his levies 
unite his forces at pleasure, without any possibility of 
the allies or their generals being able to observe his 
motions, or prepare for the attack which such motions 
indicated. On the other hand, the frontier of Belgium 
was open to his observatfon, and he knew perf^tl/ the 
general disposal of the allied forca 

If the French had been prepared to make tiieir 






tated attack upon Flaad#® in the month of Miiy, they 
.would have found no formidable force to oppose them, 
as at that time the armies of the Prussian general Kleist, 
and the hereditary Prince of Orange, did not, in all, 
exceed 60,000umen. But the return of Napoleon, which 
again awakened the war, was an event as totally unex- 
pected in France *^s in Flanders, and, therefore, that 
nation was as much unprepared to make an attack as 
the allies to repel one. Thus it happened , that, while 
Napoleon was exerting himself to collect a sufficient 
army by the means we have mentioned, the Duke of 
Wellington, who strived at Brussels from Vienna in the 
b^inning of April, had leisure to garrison and supply 
tKe strong places of Ostend, Antwerp, and Nieuport, 
which the French had not dismantled, and to fortify 
Ypres, Tournay, IVfcns, and Ath. He had also leisure to 
receive Jiis reinforcements from England, and to collect 
the German, Dutch,, and Belgian contingents. 

Thus collected ahd reinforced, the Duke of Wellington's 
^rmy might contain about 80,000 English troops. They 
were n(ft, however, those veteran soldiers who had served 


under him during ihe Peninsular war; the flower of 
which had been despatched upon the American expedi- 
tion. Most wer^ second battalions, or regiments which 
had been lately filled up with new recruits. The 
foreigners were 15,000 Hanoverians, with,, the cel^rated 
German Legion, 8000 strong, which had so often dis- 
tin^ished itself in Spain; 5000 Brunswickers, under 
their gallant duke; and about 17,000 Belgians, Dutch, 
and Nassau troops, commanded by the Prince of Orange. 

Great and just reliance was placed upon the Germans; 
but some apprehensions were entertained for the steadi- 
ness offAhe Belgian troops. Discontents bad prevailed 
among tSiera, which, at one period, had broken out in 
<wn mutiny, and was not subdued withbut bloodshed. 
Most of them had served in the French ranksyand it waa 
feared some of them might preserve predilections and 
cmrr^lMsmdenoes dangerous to the general ijause. Buonb- 
narte w^ under the sarfe belief. He libught in his 
Belgian believing wopld 
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a mjtyemeni in Us favour ' 0 . soon -as he entered the 
Netherlahde. But the FleiUings are a pimple of sound 
sense and feeling. Whatever jealousies mi^ht have been 
instilled into them for their religion and privileges under 
the reign of a Protestant and a Dutch sovereign, these 
were swallowed up in their apprehensions for the return- 
ing tyranny of Napoleon. Some of these troops behaved 
with distinguished valour; and most of them supported 
the ancient military character of the Walloons. The 
Dutch corps were in general enthusiastically attached to 
the Prince of Orange, and the cause of independence. 

The Prussian army had been recruited to its highest 
war-establishment, within an incredibly short space of 
time after Buonaparte s return had been made public, 
and was reinforced in a manner surprising to those who 
do not reflect how much the resource%of a state depend 
on the zeal of the inhabitants. S^heir enthusiastic hatred 
to France, founded partly on the recollection of former 
injuries, partly on that of recent success, was animated 
at once by feelings of triumph and of revenge, and they 
marched to this new war as to a national crusade^hgainst 
an inveterate enemy, whom, when at their feet, they 
had treated with injudicious clemency. Blucher Was, 
however, deprived of a valuable part of his army by the 
discontent of Saxon troops. A mutiny had broken out 
among them when the Congress announced their inten- 
tion of transferring part of toe Saxon dominions to 
Prussia; much bloodshed had ensued, and it was judged 
most prudent that the troops of Saxony should remain 
in garrison in the German fortresses. 

Prince Blucher arrived at Liege with the Prussian 
army, which was concentrajbed on the Sambre and Meuse 
rivers, occupying Charleroi, Namur, Givet, andi Liege. 
The Duke of Wellington covered Brussels, where he had 
fixed his headquarters, communicating by his left with 
the right <;^ the Prussians. There was a general idea 
that Napoleon^s threatened advance would take place on 
Namur, as he was likely to find least opposition at that 
dismantled city. * 

"The Duke of Wellington's first CQ^rpS; under the Prince 
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of Orange, two div|||pns of British, two of Eteno* 
verians, and of Belgians, occupied Engnien, Brain It 
„ Comte, and Invelles, and served as a reserve to the 
Prussian division under Ziethen, which was at CSShrleroi 
The second division, commanded by Lord Hill, included 
two British, two Hanoverian, and one Belgian divisions. 
It was cantoned at Halle, Oudenarde, and Grammont. 
The reserve, under Picton, who, at Lord Wellington's 
special request, had accepted the situation of second in 
command, consisted of the remaining two British divi- 
sions,, with three of the Hanoverians, and was stationed 
at Brussels and Ghent. The cavalry occupied Grammont 
and Nieve. 

The Anglo-Belgic army was so disposed, therefore, as 
might epaole the divisions to combine with each other, 
and with the Prussians, upon the earliest authentic in- 
telligence of the enemy's being put in motion. At the 
same time, the various corps were necessarily, to a certain 
degree, detached, both for the purpose of being more 
easily maintained (especially the cavalry), and also 
because,<!ifrom the impossibility of foreseeing in what 
direction the french Emperor might make his attack, it 
was necessary to maintain such an extensive line of 
defence as to be prepared for his arrival upon any given 
point. This is the necessary inconvenience attached to 
a defensive position, where, if the resisting general should 
concentrate his whole forces upon any one point of the 
line to be defended, the enemy would, of course, choose 
to make their assault oU some of the other points, which 
such concentration must necessarily leave comparatively 
open. 

In the meantime, Napoleon in person advanced to 
Vervins 12th June, with his Guard, who had marched 
from Paris. The other divisions of his felected grand 
army had been assembled on the frontier, and the whole, 
consisting of five divisions of infantry an^d four of 
cavalry, were combined at Beaumont on the 14th of the 
same month, with a degree of secrecy and expedition 
which showed the usual ^enius‘ of their commander. 
Napoleon reviewed theiroops in person, reminded thel# 
ium) 
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that the was the Snniver^ty of the great victories 
of Idiareiigo and Friedland, and called on them to re- 
inember that the enemies whom they had then defeated, 
were the same which were now arrayed against them. 

“ Are they and we,” he asked, no longer the same men?” 
The address produced the strongest eifect on the minds 
of the French soldiery, always sensitively alive to mili- 
ta^ and national glory. 

Upon the 15th June, the French army was in motion 
in every direction. Their advanced-guard of light troops 
swept the western bank of the Sambre clear of ’^all the 
allied corps of observation. They tl^en advanced upon 
Charleroi, which was" well defended by the Prussians 
under General Ziethen, who was at length compelledU-to 
retire on the large village of Gosselies. Here his retreat 
was cut off by the second division of the French army, 
and Ziethen was compelled to take tHe route of Fl^eurus, 
% which he united himself with the Prussiad' force, 
which lay about the villages of Ligny and St. Amand. 
The Prussian general had, however, obeyed his orders, 
by making such protracted resistance as gave iime for 
the alarm being taken. In the attack and retreat, he 
lost four or five guns, and a considerable number in killed 
and wounded. 

By this movement the plan of Napoleon was made 
manifest. It was at once most scientific and adventurous. 
His numbers were unequal to sustain a conflict with the 
armies of Blucher and Wellington united, but by forcing 
his way so as to separate the one enemy from the other,* 
he would gain the advantage of acting against either 
individually with the gross of his forces, while he could 
spare enough of detached troops to keep the other in 
check. To accomplish this masterly manoeuvre, it was 
necessary to push on wands upon a part of the British 
advance, which occupied the position of Quatre-bras, and 
the yet more advanced post of Frasnes, where some of 
the Nassau troops were stationed. But the ex<^me 
rapidity of Napoleon’s forced marches had in sorc^© 
sure prevented the execution of his plan, by di^^epOBg 
ibis torcea so much that, at a time when every 
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until his wearied and over- marched army hw oollected. 

In the meantime, Ney was detaehed against IVasnes 
and Quatre-bras, but the troops of Namur kept their 
post on the evening of the 15th. It is possible the 
French mar4cha1 might have succeeded had he attacked 
at Frasnes with his whole force; but hearing a cannonade 
in the direction of Fleurus (which was that of Ziethen’s 
action), he detached a division to support the French in 
that quarter. For this exercise of his own judgment, in- 
stead of yielding precise obedience to his orders, Ney was 
reprimanded; a circumstance curiously contrasted with 
the case of Ijrouchy, upon whom Napoleon laid the whole 
blsme of the defeat at Waterloo, because he did follow 
his orders precisely, and press the Prussians at Wavre, 
instead of being diverted from that object by the can- 
nonade on his left? 

The manoeuvre meditated by Napoleon thus failed, 
though it had nearly been successful. He continued,, 
however, to entertain the same purpose of dividing, if 
possible, the British army from the Prussians. 

The British general received intelligence of the advance 
of the French, at Brussels, at six o'dock on the evening 
of the 15th,^ but it was not of sufficient certainty « to 
enable him to put his army in motion, on an occasion 
when a false movement might have been irretrievable 
ruin. About eleven of the same night,* the certain 
accounts reached Brussels that the advance of the French 
was upon the line of the Sambre. Beinforceihents were 
hastily moved on Quatre-bras, and the Duke of Welling- 
ton arrived there in person at an early hour on the l6tn, 
and instantly rode from that position to Brie, where he 
had a meeting with Blucher. It appeared at this time 
that the whole French force .W^as about to be directed 
against the Prussians. 

-Bluoher was prepared to receive them. Three of his 
divisions, to the number of 80,000 men, had been got 
into position on a chain of gentle helghtil, running from 

2 Trader wfU find thii stutoment oorreoted, on soiae points, in a noto 
INNvaa ’ ' ' " 
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Brie to Sombref ; in ^ front of their line lay the villages of 
the Greater and Lesser St. Amand, as also that of Ligny, 
all of which were strongly occupied. From the extremity 
of his right, Blucher could communicate with the British 
at Quatre-bras, upon which the Duke of Wellington was, 
as fast as distance would permit, concentrating his army. 
The fourth Prussian division, being that of Bulow, sta- 
tioned between Liege and Hainault, was at too great a 
distance to be brought up, though every effort was made 
for the purpose. Blucher undertook, however, notwith- 
standing the absence of Bulow, to receive a battle in this 
position, trusting to the support of ^e English army, 
who, by a flank movement to the left, were to march to 
his assistance. 

Napoleon had, in the meantime, settled his own plan 
of battle. He determined to leave Ney, with a division 
of 45,000 men, with instructions to drive the English from 
Quatre-bras, ere their army was concentrated and rein- 
forced, and thus prevent their co-operating with Blucher, 
while he himself, with the main body of his army, at- 
tacked the Prussian position at Ligny. Ney beiag thus 
on the French left wing at Frasnes and Quatre-bras, 
and Buonaparte on the right at Ligny, a division under 
D’Erlon, amounting to 10,000 men, served as a centre of 
the army, and was placed near Marchiennes, from which 
it might march laterally either to support Ney or Na- 
poleon, whichever might require assistance. As two 
battles thus took place on the 10th June, it is necessary 
to take distinct notice of both. 

That of Ligny was the principal action. The French 
Emperor was unable to concentrate his forces^ so as to 
commence the attack upon the Prussians, until three 
o'clock in the afternoon, at which hour it begfl|,n with 
uncommon fury all along the Prussian line. After a 
continued attack of two hours, the French had only ob- 
tained possession of a part of the village of Si Amand. 
The position of the Prussians, however, was thus far de- 
fective that the main part of their army being drawn up 
on the heights, and the remainder occupying villages 
which lay at their foot, the reinforcements despatched to 
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the latter were necessarily exposed, during their descent, 
to the fire from the French nxtillery, placed on the 
meadows below. Notwithstanding this disadvantage, by 
which the Prussians suffered much, Napoleon thought 
the issue of the- contest so doubtful, that he sent for 
D'Erlon's division, which, as we have mentioned, was 
stationed near Marchiennes, half-way betwixt Quatre- 
bras and Ligny. In the meanwhile, observing that 
Blucher drew his reserves together on St. Amand, he 
changed his point of attack, and directed all his force 
against Ligny, of which, after a desperate resistance, he 
at length olDtained possession. The French Guards, sup- 
ported by their heavy cavalry, ascended the heights, and 
attacked the Prussian position in the rear of Ligny. 
The reserves of the Prussian infantry having been des- 
patched to St. Amand, Blucher had no means of repelling 
this attack, save by his cavalry. He placed himself at 
their head, and charged in the most determined manner, 
but without success. The cavalry of Blucher were forced 
back in disorder. 

The .prince mar^chal, as he directed the retreat, was 
involved in one of the charges of cavalry, his horse 
struck down by a cannon-shot, and he himself pros- 
trated on the ground. His aide-de-camp threw himself 
beside the veteran, determined to share his fate, and had 
the precaution to fling a cloak over him, to prevent his 
being recognized by the French. The enemy's cuirassiers 
passed over him, and it was not until they were repulsed, 
and in their turn pursued by the Prussian cavalry, that 
the gallant veteran was raised and remounted. Blucher's 
death, or captivity, at that eventful moment, might have 
had most sinister effect^, on the event of the campaign, as 
it may be fairly doubted whether anything short of his 
personal infli:ience and exertion could, after this hard- 
fought and unfortunate day, have again brought the 
Prussian army into action on the eventful 18th of June. 
When relieved, and again mounted, Blucher directed the re- 
treat upon Tilly, and achieved it unmolested by the enemy, 
who did not continue their pursuit beyond the heights 
which the Prussians had been constrained to abandon. 



88 * tHK FALL OF NAPOLSiOK, 

Such was the battle of Ligny, in which the Prussians, 
as Blucher truly said, ^lost the field, but not their 
honour The victory was attended with none of those 
decisive consequences which were wont to mark the suc- 
cesses of Buonaparte. There were no corps cut off or 
dispersed, no regiments which fled or flung down their 
arms, no line of defence forced, and no permanent advan- 
tage gained. Above all, there was not a man who l6st 
heart or courage. The Prussians are believed to have 
lost in this bloody action at least 10,000 men; the 
Moniteur makes the number of the killed and wounded 
15,000, and General Gourgaud, dissatisfied with this 
liberal allowance, rates them afterwards at no less than 
25,000 men, whilq writing under Napoleon's dictation. 
The loss of the victors was, by the official accounts, esti- 
mated at 3000 men, which ought to have been more than 
tripled. Still, the French Emperor had struck a great 
blow — overpowered a stubborn and inveterate enemy, 
and opened the campaign with favourable auspices. ** The 
degree of advantage, however, which Napoleon might 
have derived from the Prussian retreat was greatly 
limited by the indifferent success of Ney against the 
forces of Lord Wellington. Of this second action we 
have now to give some account. 

Frasnes had been evacuated by the British, who, on 
the morning of the 16th, were in position at Quatre-bras, 
a point of importance, as four roads diverge from it in 
different direptions; so that the British general might 
communicate from his left with the Prussian right at St. 
Amand, besides having in his rear a causeway open for 
his retreat. On the left of the causeway, leading from 
Charleroi to Brussels, is a wood, called Bois de Bossu, 
which, during the early part of the day,., was ^|rongly 
contested by the sharpshooters on both Wes, but at 
length carried by the French, and maintained for a time* 
About three o'clock in the afternoon the main attack 
commenced, but was repulsed. The British infantiy, 
however, and particularly the 42nd Highlanders, euffeir^ 
severely from an unexpected charge of lancers, whose 
approaw was hid from them by tiie chancier of Ihe 



ground, intersected with hedges and covered with heavy 
crops of rye. Two companies of the Highlandets were 
^ cut oflf^ not having time to form the square; the others 
succeeded in getting into order, and beating off the 
lancers. Ney then attempted a general charge of heavy 
cavalry; but they were received with such a galling fire 
from the British infantry, joined to a battery of two 
guns, that it could not be sustained; the whole causeway 
was strewed with men and horses, and the fugitives, who 
escaped to the rear, announced the loss of an action which 
was far from being decided, considering that the Pritish 
had few infantry and artillery, though reinforcements of 
both were coming fast forward. 

The French, as already noticed, had, about three o^clock, 
obtained possession of the Bois de Bossu and driven out 
the Belgians. They were in turn themselves expelled 
by the British guards, who successfully resisted every 
attempt made by the French to penetrate into the wood 
during the day. 

As the English reinforcements arrived in succession, 
Mar4chal Ney became desirous of an addition of numbers, 
and sent to procure the assistance of D’Erlon's division, 
posted, as has been said, near Marchiennes. But these 
troops had been previously ordered to succour Buona- 
parte’s own army. As the affair of Ligny was, however, 
over before they arrived, the division was again sent 
back towards Frasnes to assist Ney; but his battle was 
alsgt by this time over, and thus D’Erlon’s troops marched 
from one flank to the other, without firing^a musket in 
the course of the day. The battle of Quatro-bras term- 
inated with the light. The British retained possession 
of the field, which they had maintained with so much 
obstin^y, because the Duke of Wellington conceived, 
that Blhcher would be able to make his ground good ai 
Pigny, and was consequently desirous that the armies 
shordd retain the line of communication which they had 
occupied in the morning. ^ 

But the Prussians, evacuating all the pillages which 
fi|ey held in the neighbourhood of had concen- 

li^d their forces to retreat upon the ri^^ Dyle, in the 
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vicinity of Wavre. By this retrograde movement, they 
were placed about six leagues to the rear of their former 
position, and had united themselves to Bulow's division, 
which had not been engaged in the affair at Ligny. 
Blucher had effected this retreat, not only without pur- 
suit by the French, but without their knowing for some 
time in what direction he had gone. 

This doubt respecting Blucher s movements occasioned 
an uncertainty and delay in those of the French which 
were afterwards attended with the very worst conse- 
quences. Napoleon, or General Gourgaud in his name, 
does not hesitate to assert that the cause of this delay 
rested with Mar^chal Grouchy, on wRom was devolved 
the duty of following up the Prussian retreat. : “ If 
Mar^chal Grouchy,” sa3^s the accusation, '‘had been at 
Wavre on the 17th, and in communication with my 
(Napoleon’s) right, Blucher would not have dared to send 
any detachment of his army against me on the 18th; 
or if he had, I would have destroyed them.” Bi:^ the 
marechal appears to make a victorious defence. Grouchy 
says that he sought out the Emperor on the night of the 
16th, so soon the Prussian retreat commenced, but 
that he could not see him till he returned to Fleurus; 
nor did he obtain any answer to his request of obtaining 
some infantry to assist his cavalry in following Blucher 
and his retreating army, excepting an intimation that he 
would receive orders next day. He states, that he went 
again to headquarters in the morning of the 17th, aware 
of the full importance of following the Prussians closely 
up, but that he could not see Buonaparte till half-past 
seven, and then was obliged to follow him to the field of 
battle of the preceding day, previous to receiving his 
commands. Napoleon talked with various persons on 
different subjects, without giving Grouchy anj^ orders 
until near noon, when he suddenly resolved to send the 
marechal with an army of 32,000 men, not upon Wavre, 
for he did not know that the Prussians had taken that 
direction, but to follow Blucher wherever he might have 
gone. Lastly, Grouchy affirms that the troops of Gerard 
and Vandamme, who were placed under his command. 
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were not ready to move until three o^clock. Thus, accord- 
ing to the mar^chaFs very distinct narrative, the first 
orders for the" pursuit were not given till about noon on 
the 17th, and the troops were not in a capacity to obey 
them until three hours after they were received. For 
this delay Grouchy blames Excelmans and Gerard, who 
commanded under him. His poms, at any rate, was not 
in motion until three o’clock upon the I7th. 

Neither could his march, when begun, be directed with 
certainty on Wavre. The first traces of the Prussians 
which he could receive, seemed to intimate, on the con- 
trary, that they were retiring towards Namur, which 
induced Grouchy io push the pursuit in the latter direc- 
tion, and occasioned the loss of some hours. From all 
"these concurring reasons, the mar^chal shows distinctly, 
that he could not have attained Wavre on the evening 
of the 17th June, because he had no orders to go there 
till noon, nor troops ready to march till three o’clock; 
nor liad either Napoleon or his general any foreknow- 
ledge of the motions of Blucher, which might induce 
them tp believe Wavre weis the true point of his retreat. 
It was not till he found the English resolved to make a 
stand at Waterloo, and the Prussians determined to com- 
municate with them, that Napoleon became aware of the 
plan arranged betwixt Wellington and Blucher, to con-, 
centrate the Prussian and English armies at Waterloo. 
This was the enigma on which his fate depended, and he 
failed to solve it. But it was more agreeable, and much 
more convenient, for Napoleon to blame Grouchy, than to 
acknowledge that he himself had been surprised by the 
circumstances in which he unexpectedly found himself 
on the 18th. 

Meantime, having detached Grouchy to pursue the 
Prussians, Napoleon himself moved laterally towards 
Frasnes, and there united himself with the body com- 
manded by Mar^chal Ney. His purpose was to attack 
the Duke of Wellington, whom he expected still find 
in the position of Quatre-bras. 

But about seven in the morning, the, Duke, having 
received intelligence of the Prince Mardchal Blucher’s 
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retreat to Wayre, commenced a retreat on his part towards 
Waterloo, in order to recover his communication with 
the Prussians, and resume the execution of the plan of 
co-operation, which had been in some degree disconcerted 
by %e sudden irruption of the French, and the loss of 
the battle of Ligny by the Prussians. The retreat was 
conducted with the greatest regularity, though it was as 
usual unpleasant to the feelings of the soldier. The Hews 
of the battle of Ligny spread through the ranks, and 
even the most sanguine did not venture to hope that the 
Prussians would be soon able to renew the engagement. 
The weather was dreadful, as the rain fell in torrents; 
but this so far favoured the British, by rendering the 
ploughed fields impracticable for horse, that their m^ch 
was covered from the attacks of the French cavalry on 
the flanks, and the operations of those by whom they 
were pursued were confined to the caifseway. 

At Genappe, however, a small town, where a narrow 
bridge over the river Dyle can only be appl*oached» by a 
confined street, there was an attack on the British rear, 
which the English light cavalry were unable to repel; 
but the heavy cavalry being brought up, repulsed the 
French, who gave the rear of the army no farther dis- 
turbance for the day. 

At five in the evening, the Duke of Wellington arrived 
on the memorable field of Waterloo, which he had long 
before fixed as the position in which he had, in certain 
events, determined to make a stand for covering Brussels. 

The scene of this celebrated action must be familiar to 
most readers, either from description or recollection. 
English army occupied a chain of heights, extending 
from a ravine and village, termed Mcilce ^raine, on the 
right, to a hamlet called Ter la Haye, on 4ih.e left. .^Corre- 
sponding to this chain of heights there^ iHns one some- 
what parallel to them, on which the French were posted. 
A small valley winds between them of various breadth 
at different points, but not generally exceeding hall a 
mila The declivity on either side into valley hab a 
varied, but on the yhole a gentle slope, diversifi^ W a 
number of undulating irregularities of ground. 
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k crossed by two hi^roads, or causeways^ both leading 
to Brussels — one froin Charleroi through Quatre-bras and 
Genappe, by which the British army had^ust retreated, 
and another from Nivelles. These roads' traverse the 
valley, and meet behind the village of Mont St. Jean, 
which was in the rear of the British army. The farm- 
house of Mont St. Jean, which must be carefully dis- 
tinguished from the hamlet, was much closer to the rear 
of the British than the latter. On the Charleroi cause- 
way in front of the line, there is another farmhouse, 
called La Haye Sainte, situated nearly at the foot of the 
declivity leading ir^to the valley. On the opposite chain 
of eminences a village called La Belle Alliance gives 
name to the range of heights. It exactly fronts Mont 
St. Jean, and these two points formed the respective 
centres of the French and English positions. 

An old-fashione® Flemish villa, called Goumont, or 
Hougomont, stood in the midst of the valley, surrounded 
with gardens, offices, and a wood, about two acres in 
extent, of tall beech-trees. Behind the heights of Mont 
St. Jean* the ground again sinks into a hollow, which 
served to afford some sort of shelter to the second line of 
the British. In the rear of this second valley is the 
great and extensive forest of Soignies, through which 
runs the causeway to Brussels. On that road, Wo miles 
in the rear of the British army, is placed the small town 
of Waterloo, 

There might be a difference of opinion in a mere mili- 
tary-question, whether the English general ought to have 
hazarded a baii||^ for the defence ot Brussels, or whether, 
falling back on strong city of Antwerp, it might 
have safe»4o wait the arrival of the reinforcements 
which were in expectation. But in a moral and political 
|>oint of view, the protecting Brussels was of the last 
importance. Napoleon has declared that, had he gained 
%e battle of Waterloo, he had the means of revolutionia- 
Ibg Belgium ; and although he was doubtleds too sanguine 
ih ^is declaration, yet unquestionakjy the French had 
in a country which the|^ had so loi^ 
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possessed. The gaining of the battle of Ligny had no 
marked results, still less had the indecisive action at 
Quatre-bras; but had these been followed by the retreat 
of the English army to Antwerp, and the capture of 
Brussels, the capital city of the Netherlands, they would 
then have attained the rank of great and decisive victories. 

Napoleon, indeed, pretended to look to still more trium- 
phant results from such a victory, and to expect nothing 
less than the dissolution of the European Alliance as the 
reward of a decided defeat of the English in Belgium. 
So long as it was not mentioned by what means this was 
to be accomplished, those who had no less confidence in 
Napoleon’s intrigues than his military talents must have 
supposed that he had already in preparation among the 
foreign powers some deep scheme, tending to sap the 
foundation of their alliance, and ready to be carried into 
action when he should attain a certain point of success. 
But when it is explained that those extensive expecta- 
tions rested on Napoleon’s belief that a single defeat of 
the Duke of Wellington would occasion a total change 
of government in England; that the statesmeij of the 
Opposition would enter into office as a thing of course, 
and instantly conclude a peace with him; and that the 
coalition, thus deprived of subsidies, muvst therefore in- 
stantly withdraw the armies which were touching the 
French frontier on its whole northern and eastern line — 
iNapoleon’s extravagant speculations can only serve to 
\show how very little he must have known of the English 
nation, with which he had been fighting so long. The 
war with France had been prosecuted more than twenty 
years, and though many of these were years of bad suc- 
cess and defeat, the nation had persevered in a resistance 
which terminated at last in complete triumph. The 
national opinion of the great general who led the TBritish 
troops was too strongly rooted to give wajr upon a single 
misfortune; and the event of the campaign of 1814 , in 
which Napoleon, repeatedly victorious, was at length 
totally defeated and dethroned, would have encouraged 
more fickle people than the English to continue the -war: 
notwithstanding a single defeat, if such an event hSid 
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unhappily occurred. The Duke had the almost impreg- 
nable fortress and sea-port of Antwerp in his rear, and 
might have waited there the reinforcements from America. 
Blucher had often shown how little he was disheartened 
by defeat; at worst, he would have fallen back on a 
Russian army of 200,000 men, who were advancing on 
the Rhine. The hopes, therefore, that the battle of 
Waterloo, if gained by the French, would have finished 
the war, must be abandoned as visionary, whether we 
regard the firm and manly character of the great person- 
age at the head of the British monarchy, the state of 
parties in the Hqpse of Commons, where many dis- 
tinguished members of the Opposition had joined the 
Ministry on the question of the war, or the general feel- 
ing of the country, who saw with resentment the new 
irruption of Napoleon. It cannot, however, be denied 
that any success gfined by Napoleon in this first cam- 
paign would have greatly added to his influence both in 
France and other countries, and might have endangered 
the possession of Flanders. The Duke of Wellington 
resol vedjii* therefore, to protect Brussels, if possible, even 
by the risk of a general action. 

By the march from Quatre-bras to Waterloo the Duke 
had restored his communication with Blucher, which had 
been dislocated by the retreat of the Prussians to Wavre. 
When established there, Blucher was once more upon the 
same line with the British, the distance between the 
Prussian right flank and the British left being about 
five leagues or five leagues and a half. The ground which 
lay between the two extreme points, called the heights of 
St. Lambert, was exceedingly rugged and wooded; and 
the cross-roads which traversed it, forming the sole means 
of comigunication between the English and Prussians, 
were dreadfully broken up by the late tempestuous 
weather. 

The Duke despatched intelligence of his position in 
front of Waterloo to Prince Blucher, acquainting him at the 
jBiime time with his resolution to ^ve Napoleon the battle 
Whigh he seemed to desire, providing the Prince would 
4l|bi:d him the support of two divisions of the Prussian 
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arn^y* The answer was worthy of the indefatigable and 
indomitable old man, who was never so much disconcerted 
by defeat as to prevent his being willing and ready for 
combat on the succeeding day. He sent for reply, that 
he would move to the Duke of Wellington’s support, not 
with two divisions only, but with his whole army; and 
that he asked no time to prepare for the movement, longer 
than was necessary to supply food and serve out cartridges 
to his Soldiers. 

It was three o'clock on the afternoon of the 17th, when 
the British came on the field, and took up their bivouac 
for the night in the order of battle in which they were to 
fight the next day. It was much la^er before Napoleon 
reached the heights of Belle Alliance in person, and his 
army did not come up in full force till the morning of 
the 18th. Great part of the French had passed the night 
in the little village of Genappe, and Ifepoleon’s own quar- 
ters had been at the farmhouse called Caillou, about a 
mile in the rear of La Belle Alliance. • 

In the morning, when Napoleon had formed his line 
of battle, his brother Jerome, to whom he asc^jibed the 
possession of very considerable military talents, com- 
manded on the left, Counts Reille and D’Erlon the 
centre, and Count Lobau on the right. Mar^chals Soult 
and Ney acted as lieutenant-generals to the Emperor. 
The French force on the field consisted probably of about 
76,000 men. The English army did not exceed that 
number, at the highest computation. Each army was 
commanded by the chief under whom they had offered 
to defy the world. So far the forces were equal. ^But 
tiie French had the very great advantage of being trained ’ 
and experienced soldiers of the same nation, whereas the 
English, in the Duke of Wellington’s army, did not ex- 
ceed 35,000; and although the German Legion were 
veteran troops, the other soldiers under his command , 
were those of the German contingents, lately levied, un- 
accustomed to act together, and in some instmaoes sus- 
pected to be lukewam to the cause in which they were 
engaged; so that it would have been imprmitent to trust 
more to their assistemee and co-opemtibn 
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possibly be avoided. In Buonaparte's mode of calculat- 
ing, allowing one Frenchman to stand as equal to one 
Englishman, and one Englishman or Frenchman against 
two of any othef nation, the inequality of fdrce on the 
. Duke of Wellington's side was very considerable. 

The British army thus composed was divided into two 
lines. The right of the first line consisted of the second 
and fourth English divisions, the third and sixth Hano^ 
verians, and the first corps of Belgians, under Lord Hill. 
The centre was composed of the corps of the Prince of 
Orange, with the Brunswickers and troops of Nlissau, 
having the guards, under General Cooke, on the right, and 
the division of General Alten on the left. The left wing 
consisted of the divisions of Picton, Lambert, and Kempt. 

' The second line was in most, instances formed of the 
■ troops deemed least worthy of confidence, or which had 
sufifered too severely in the action of the 16 th to be 
again exposed until extremity. It was placed behind 
the declivity of the heiglits to the rear, in order to be 
sheltered from the cannonade, but sustained much loss 
from sh^ls during the action. The cavalry were stationed 
in the rear, distributed all along the line, but chiefly 

f )osted on the left of the centre, to the east of the Char- 
eroi causeway. The farmhouse of La Haye Sainte, in 
the front of the centre, was garrisoned, but there was not 
time to prepare it eftectually for defence. The villa, 
gardens, and farmyard of Hougomont formed a strong 
advanced post towards the centre of the right. The 
whole British position formed a sort of curve, the centre 
of v^hich was nearest to the enemy, and the extremities, 
particularly on their right, drawn considerably back- 
ward. 

The plans of these two great generals were extremely 
simple. “ The object of the Duke of Wellington was to; 
maintain his line of defence until the Prussians comiug 
up should give him a decided superiority df force, Tlie|t 
were expected about eleven or twelve o'clock; but tRe 
extreme badness of the roads, owing to ^e violeime of 
the etorm, deteined them several hours later. 

scheme was equally plain decided, fio 
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trusted, by his usual rapidity of attack, to break and de- 
stroy the British army before the Prussians should arrive 
in the field; after which, he calculated to have an oppor- 
tunity of destroying the Prussians, by attacking them on 
their march through the broken ground interposed be- 
twixt them and the British. In these expectations he 
was the more confident that he believed Grouchy’s force, 
detached on the I7th in pursuit of Blucher, was sufficient 
to retard, if not altogether to check, the march of the 
Prussians. His grounds for entertaining this latter 
opinion, were, as we shall afterwards show, too hastily 
adopted. , 

Commencing the action according to his usual system, 
Nkpoleon kept his guard in reserve, in order to take 
opportunity of charging with them when repeated at- 
tacks of column after column, and squadron after squad- 
ron, should induce his wearied en^y to show some 
symptoms of irresolution. But Napoleon’s movements 
were not very rapid. His army had suffered by the 
storm even more than the English, who were in bivouac 
at three in the afternoon of the l7th June; while the 
French were still under march, and could not get into 
line on the heights of La Belle Alliance until ten or eleven 
o’clock of the 18th. The English army had thus some 
leisure to take food, and to prepare their arms before the 
action; and Napoleon lost several hours ere he could com- 
mence the attack. Time was, indeed, inestimably precious 
for both parties, and hours, nay minutes, were of import- 
ance. But of this Napoleon was less aware than was the 
Duke of Wellington. 

The tempest which had raged with tropical violence, all 
night, abated in the morning; but the weather continued 
gusty and stormy during the whole day. BetVixi^ eleven 
and twelve, before noon, on the memorable 18th June, 
this dreadful and decisive action commenced with a 
cannonade on the part of the French, instantly followed 
by an attack, commanded by Jerome, on the advanced 
post of Hougomont. The troops of Nassau, which occu- 
pied the wood around the chateau, were driven out by 
the French, but the utmosyt efforts of the assailants were 



97 


IMS HtJKDKSD i>AYS, 

unable to force the house, garden, and farm offices, which 
a party of the guards sustained \nth the most dauntless 
resolution. The French redoubled their effoirts, and pre- 
cipitated themselves in nunibers on the exterior hedge, 
which, screens the garden- Wall, not perhaps ^tware of the 
internal defence afforded by the latter. They felhin great 
numbers on this point by the fire of the defenders, to 
which they were exposed in every direction. The number 
of their troops, however, enabled them, by possession of 
the wood, to mask Huogomont for a time, and to push on 
with their cavalry and artillery against the British right, 
which formed in pquares to receive them. The* fire waJ 
incessant, but without apparent advantage on either sidj^. 
The attack was at length repelled so far that the Bfififeh, 
again opened their communication with Hougomont, akd* 
that important garrison was reinforced by Colonel Hep- 
bum and a body of the guards. 

Meantime, the fire of artillery having become general 
along the line, the force of the French attack was trans- 
fen*ed to the British centre. It was made with the most 
desperal»i0 fury, and received with the most stubborn 
resolution. The cissault was here made upon the farm- 
house of Saint Jean by four columns of infantry, and a 
large mass of cuirassiers, who took the advance. The 
cuirassiers came with the utmost intrepidity along the 
Genappe causeway, where they were encountered and 
charged by the English heavy cavalry; and a combat 
was maintained at the sword’s point, till the French" Were 
driven back on their own position, where they were pro- 
tected by their artillery. The four columns of French 
infantry engaged in the same attack forced their way 
forward beyond the farm of La Haye Sainte, and dis- 
persing, a Belgian regiment, were in the act of establish- 
ing themselves in the centre of the British position when 
they were attacked by the brigade of General Pack, 
brought up from the second line by General Picton, 
while, at the same time, a brigade of British heavy 
cavalry wheeled round their own infantry, and attacked 
the French charging columns in flank, at the moment 
when they were checked by the fire of the musketry, 
(xsoo) a 
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Tbe results were decisive. The French columns were 
broken with great slaughter, and two eagles, with more 
than 2000 men, were made prisoners. The latter were 
sent instantly off for Brussels. 

The British cavalry, however, followed their success 
-too far. They got involved among the French infantry 
and some hostile cavalry which were detached to support 
them, and were obliged to retire with considerable loss. 
In this part of the action, the gallant General Picton, so 
distinguished for enterprise and bravery, met his death, 
as did General Ponsonby, who commanded the cavalry. 

About this period the French made jthemselves masters 
of the farm of La Haye Sainte, cutting to pieces about 
two hundred Hanoverian sharpshooters, by whom it was 
most gallantly defended. The French retained this post 
for some time, till they were at last driven out of it by 
shells. 

Shortly after this event, the scene of conflict again 
^'shifted to the right, where a general attack of French 
cavalry was made on the squares, chiefly towards the 
centre of the British right, or between that %nd the 
causeway. They came up with the most dauntless resolu- 
s tion, in despite of the continued fire of thirty pieces of 
artillery, placed in front of the line, and compelled the 
artillerymen by whom they were served to retreat with- 
in the squares. The enemy had no means, however, to 
secure the guns, or even to spike them, and at every 
favourable moment the British artillerymen sallied from 
their place of refuge, again manned their pieces, and 
fired on the assailants — a manoeuvre which seems peculiar 
to the British service. The cuirassiers, however, con- 
tinued their dreadful onset, and rode up to the squares 
in the full confidence, apparently, of sweeping tkem be- 
fore the impetuosity of their charge. Their onset and 
reception was like a furious ocean pouring itself against 
a chain of insulated rocks. The British square stood 
unmoved, and never gave fire until the cavalry were 
within jfcen yards, when men rolled <M|e way, horses 
gallope4!%iiother, and the cuirassiers were in every in- 
stance driven back. 



The French authors have pretended that squares were 
broken, and colours taken; but this assertion, upon the 
united testimony of every British oflSicer present, is a 
positive untruth. This was not, however, the fault of 
the cuirassiers, who displayed an almost frantic valour. 
They rallied again and again, and returned to the onset, 
till the British could recognize even the faces of indi- 
viduals amon^ their enemies. Some rode close up to 
the bayonets, lired their pistols, and cut with their swords 
with reckless and useless valour. Some stood at gaze, 
and were destroyed by the musketry and artillery. Some 
squadrons, passing through the intervals of the first line, 
charged the squares of Belgians posted there, with as 
little success. At length the cuirassiers suffered so severely 
on every hand that they were compelled to abandon the 
attempt which thw had made with such intrepid and des- ' 
perate courage. Hi this unheard-of struggle, the greater 
part of , the French heavy cavalry were absolutely de- 
stroyed. Buonaparte hints at it in his bulletin as ah 
attempt made without orders, and continued only by the 
despersjte courage of the soldiers and their officers. It is 
certain that, in the destruction of this noble body of cm- 
rassiers, he lost the corps which might have been most 
effectual in covering his retreat. After the broken re- 
mains of this fine cavalry were drawn off, the French 
confined themselves for a time to a heavy cannonade, 
from which the British sheltered themselves in part by 
lying down on the ground, while the enemy prepared 
for an attack on another quarter, and to be conducted 
in a different manner. 

It was now about six o’clock, and during this long 
succession of the most ^furious attacks, the French had 
gained no success save occupying for a time the wood 
around Hougomont, from which they had been expelled, 
and the farmhouse of La Haye Sainte, which had been 
also recovered. The British, on the other hpnd, had suf- 
fered very severely, but had not lost one inch of ground, 
save the two posts now regained. Ten thouwnd men 
were, however, killed and wounded ; some of tlb foreim 
Iregimenls had given wa^, though others sww^ the 
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most desperate valour. And the ranks were thinned 
both by the actual fugitives, and by the absence of in- 
dividuals who left the bloody field for the purpose of 
carrying off the wounded, and some of whom might 
naturally be in no hurry to return to so fatal a scene, 

the French, besides losing about 15,000 men, to- 
gether with a column of prisoners more than 2000 in 
number, began now to be disturbed by the operations of 
the Prussians on their right flank; and the secret of the 
Duke of Wellington was disclosing itself by its con- 
sequences. Blucher, faithful to his engagement, had, 
early in the morning, put in motiorv, Bulow’s division, 
which had not been engaged at Ligny, to communicate 
with the English army, and operate a diversion on the 
right flank and rear of the French. But although there 
were only about twelve or fourteen miles between Wavre 
and the field of Waterloo, yet the i/iarch was, by un- 
avoidable circumstances, much delayed. The rugged face 
of the country, together with the state of the roads, so 
often referred to, offered the most serious obstacles to the 
progress of the Prussians, especially as they mov^d with 
an unusually large train of artillery. A fire, also, which 
broke out in Wavre, on the morning of the 18th, pre- 
vented Bulow's corps from marching through that town, 
and obliged them to pursue a circuitous and inconvenient 
route. After traversing, with great difficulty, the cross- 
roads by Chapelle Lambert, Bulow, with the ith Prussian 
corps, who had been expected by the Duke of Wellington 
about eleven o'clock, announced his arrival by a distant 
fire, about half-past four. The first Prussian corps, 
following the same route with Bulow, was yet later in 
coming up. The second division made a lateral move- 
ment in the same direction as the fourth and first^^ut by 
the hamlet of Ohain, nearer to the English flank. The 
Emperor instantly opposed to Bulow, who appeared long 
before the others, the 6th French corps, which he had 
kept in reserve for that service; and, as only the advanced 

S ard was come up, they succeeded in keeping the 
ussians in check for the moment. The first knd second 
Prussian corps appeared on the field still later than the 
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fourth. The third corps had put themselves in motion 
to follow in the same direction, when they were furiously 
attacked by the French under Mar6chal Grouchy, who, 
as already stated, was detached to engage the attention 
of Blucher, whose whole force he believed he had before 
him. ^ 

Instead of being surprised, as an ordinary general 
might have been, with this attack upon his rear, Blucher 
contented himself with Sending back orders to Thielman, 
who commanded the third corps, to defend himself as 
well as he could upon the line of the Dyle. In the 
meantime, without weakening the army under his own 
command, by detaching any part of it to support Thiel- 
ihan, the veteran rather hastened than suspended his 
march towards the field of battle, where he was aware 
that the war was likely to be decided in a manner so 
complete as woul(f leave victory or defeat on every other 
point a matter of subordinate consideration. 

At half-past six, or thereabouts, the second grand 
division of the Prussian army began to enter into com- 
munication with the British left, by the village of Chain, 
while Bulow pressed forward from Chapelle Lambert on 
the French right and rear, by a hollow, or valley, called 
Frischemont. It became now evident that the Prussians 
were to enter seriously into the battle, and with great 
force. Napoleon had still the means of opposing them, 
and of achieving a retreat, at the certainty, however, of 
being attacked upon the ensuing day by the combined 
armies of Britain and Prussia. His celebrated Guard had 
not yet taken any part in the conflict, and would now 
have been capable of affording him protection after a 
battle which, hitherto, he had fought at disadvantage, 
but without being defeated. But the circumstances by 
which he was surrounded must have pressed on his mind 
at once. He had no succours to look for; a reunion with 
Grouchy was the only resource Which could strengthen 
his forces; the Russians Were advancing upon the Rhine 
with forced marches; the Republicans at Paris were 
agitating schemes against his authority. It seemed as if 
all must be decided on that day, and on that field. Sur- 
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rotixided by these ill-omened circumstances, a desperate 
eflTort f or victory, ere the Prussians could act effectually, 
might perhaps yet drive the English from their p<3sition; 
and he determined to venture on this daring experiment. 

About seven o’clock, Napoleon’s Guard were formed in 
two columns, under his own eye, near the bottom of the 
declivity of La Belle Alliance. They were put under 
command of the dauntless Ney. Buonaparte told tha 
soldiers, and, indeed, imposed the same fiction on their 
commander, that the Prussians whom they sa% on the 
right were retreating before Grouchy. Perhaps he might 
himself believe that this was true. Thf. Guard answered, 
for the last time, with shouts of Vive VEmperev/r, and 
moved resolutely forward, having, for their support, four 
battalions of the Old Guard in reserve, who stood pre- 
pared to protect the advance of their comrades. A 

f radual change had taken place in ine English line of 
attle, in consequence of the repeated repulse of the 
French. Advancing by slow degrees, the right, whfth at 
the beginning of the conflict presented a segment) of a 
ponvex circle, now resembled one that was conciive, the 
extreme right, which had been thrown back, being now 
rather brought forward, so that their fire both^of artillery 
and infantry fell upon the flank of the French, who had 
also to sustain that which was poured on their front from 
the heights. The British were arranged in a line of four 
men deep, to meet the advancing column of the French 
Guard, and poured upon them a storm of musketry 
which never ceased an instant. The soldiers fired in- 
dependently, as it is called; each man loading and dis- 
charging his piece as fast as he could. At length the 
British moved forward, eis if to close round the heads o£ 
the columns, and at the same time continued to?- pour 
their shot upon the enemy’s flanks. The French gaHantly 
attempted to deploy,^ for the jpurpose of returning the 
dii^arge; buiin their effort to dp so, under So dr^iful 
a !fire, Siey stopped, staggered, became disord^^ were 
blended into one mass, at length gave ^ay, Wtiring, 

or rather flying, in the utmost comusio^^;, ' 

This irm the last effort of the eneihjh aud Napoleon 



gave orders for the retreat; to protect which he had now 
BO troops left, save the last four battalions of the OM 
Guard/, which had been stationed in the rear of the 
attacking columns. These threw themselves into squares 
wid stood firm. But at this moment the Duke of Welling- 
ton commj^nded the whole British line to advance, so that 
whatever the bravery and skill of these gallant veterans, 
vthey also were thrown into disorder, and swept away in 
the general rout, in spite of the efforts of Ney, w;ho, having 
had his horse killed, fought sword in hand, and on fooh 
in the front of the battle, till the very last. That mar^chal, 
whose military virtues at least cannot be challenged, 
bore personal evidence against two circumstances, in- 
dustriously circulated by the friends of Napoleon. One 
of these fictions occurs in his own bulletin, which charges 
the loss of the battle to a panic fear, brought about by 
the treachery of some unknown persons, who raised the 
cry of Sauve qui 'peutT Another figment, greedily 
credited' 'at Paris, bore that the four battalions of Old 
Guard, the last who maintained the semblance of order, 
answefj^d a summons to surrender by the magnanimous 
r6ply, “The Guard can die, but cannot yield!” And one 
edition of jbhe story adds that thereupon the battalions 
made a half wheel inwards, and discharged their muskets 
into each other's bosoms, to save themselves from dying 
by the hands of the English. Neither the original reply, 
nor the pretended self-sacrifice of the Guard, have the 
slightest foundation. Ctobronne, in whose mouth the 
speech waa^ placed, gave up his sword, and remained 
prisoner; and the military conduct of the French Guard 
IS better eulogized by the undisputed truth that they 
fought to extremity, with the most unyielding constancy, 
than |?y imppitiilg to them an act of regimental suicide 
upon tile lost field of battle. Every attribute of brave 
men they have a just right to claim. It is no compliment 
to ascrine to them thakof? madmen. Whether the wc^s ' 
w^re used by Cambroime or np, the Guard well deservM 
to have^fiiem inscribed on thehr monument. % 

Whilst thi^ decisive movement took place, Bulow, wtid 
had concentratci his troops, and was at length 
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*0 act In force, carried the village of Plaikjhenpis in the 
Fcpnoh rear, and was now firing so do^ on their right 
; wing, thakthe cannonade annoyed the British who were 
M pursuit, and was suspended in consequence. Moving 
in oblique lines, the British and^, Prussian armies came 
into contact with each other on, the heights so lately 
occupied by the French, and celebrated the victory with 
loud shouts of mutual congratulation. 

The French army was now in total and inextricable 
confusion and rout; and when the victorious generals 
met at the farmhouse of La Belle Alliance, it was agreed 
that the Prussians, who were fresh in comparison, should 
follow up the chase, a duty for whicfi the British, ex- 
hausted by the fatigues of a battle of eight hours, were 
totally inadequate. 

During the whole action Napoleon maintained the 
utmost serenity. He remained on tKe heights of La 
Belle Alliance, keeping pretty near the centre, from 
which he had a full view of the field, which 'OLe* not 
exceed a mile and a half in length. He expressed no 
solicitude on the fate of the battle for a long time, 
noticed the behaviour of particular regiments, and praised 
the English several times, always, however, talking of 
them as an assured prey. When forming his Guard for 
the last fatal effort, he descended near them, half down 
the causeway from La Belle Alliance, to bestow upon 
them what proved his parting exhortation. He watched 
intently their progress with a spyglass, and refused to 
listen to one or two aides-de-camp, who at that moment 
came from the right to inform him of the appearance 
of the Prussians. At length, on seeing the attacking 
columns stagger and become confused, his countenance, 
said our informer, became pale as that of a corp^, and 
muttering to himself, “ They are mingled together **, he 
said to his attendants, “ All is lost for the preseid* and 
rode off the field, not stopping or taking refreshment 
till he reached Charleroi, where he paused for a moment 
in a meadow, and occupied a teht which had been pitched 
for his accommodation.^ 

^ Our informant on these points, was Laooste, a Flemish peaeanti who was 
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Meantime, tfe pursuit of his discomfited alii^ ' wa^; 
followed up by Wuchter with the most determined perpe^ 
verance. ' He accelerated the march of the Prussian ad^ * 
vanced guard, and despatched every man and horse of 
his cavalry upon the pursuit of the fugitive French. At 
Genappe they attempted something like defence, by bar- 
ricading the bridge and streets; but the Prussians forced 
them in a moment, and although the French were suffi- 
ciently numerous for resistance, their disorder was so 
irremediable, and their moral courage was so absolutely 
quelled for the moment, that in many cases they were 
slaughtered like sheep. They were driven from bivouac 
to bivouac, without exhibiting even the shadow of their 
usual courage. One hundred and fifty guns were left in 
the hands of the English, and a like number taken by 
the Prussians in cqurse of the pursuit. The latter obtained 
possession also of All Napoleon's baggage, and of his car- 
riage, where, amongst many articles of curiosity, was 
found a proclamation intended to be made public at 
Brussels the next day. 

The Joss on the British side during this dreadful 
battle was, as the Duke of Wellington, no user of exag- 
gerated expressions, truly termed it, immense, ^ One 
hundred officers slain, five hundred wounded, many of 
them to death, fifteen thousand men killed and wounded 
(independent of the Prussian loss at Wavre) threw half 
Britain into mourning. Many officers of distinction fell. 
It required all the glory, and all the solid advantages, of 
this immortal day, to reconcile the mind to the high price 
at which it was purchased. The commander-in-chief, 
compelled to be on every point of danger, was repeatedly 
in the greatest jeopardy. Only the Duke himself, and 
one gentleman of his numerous staff, escaped unwounded 
in horse and person. 

It would be difficult to form a guess at the extent of 
the French loss. Besides those who feH in the battlef 


compelled ^ act as Buonaparte’s gpaide, remained with him during the whole 
action, and accompanied mm to Charleroi. He seemed a shrewd, sensible man 
in his way, and told his story with the utmost simplicity. The author saw 
him, and heard his narrative, very shorUy after the action. 



and flight, ^gyeat immhers deserted, We do not believe, 
that of 79;0(M) men, the half were ever again collected 
under arms. 

Having finished our account of this memorable action, 
we are led to notice the communications and criticisms 
of Napoleon himself on the subject, partly fits illustrative 
of the narrative, but much more as indicating his own 
character. 

The account of the battle of Waterloo, dictated by 
Napoleon to Gourgaud, so severely exposed by Gener^ 
Grouchy as a mere military romance, full of gratuitous 
suppositions, misrepresentations, and g.bsolute falsehoods, 
accuses the subordinate generals who fought under Buonfi^- 
parte of having greatly degenerated from their original 
character. Ney and Grouchy are particularly aimed at; 
the former by name, the latter by obvious implication. It is 
said they had lost that energy and eniferprising genius by 
which they had formerly been distinguished, and to which 
France owed her triumphs. They had become'^i»orou8 
and circumspect in all their operations; and although 
their personal bravery remains, their greatest otiject W£is 
to compromise themselves as little as possible. This 
general remark, intended, of course, to pave the way for 
transferring from the Emperor to his lieutenants the 
blame of the miscarriage of the campaign, is both unjust 
and ungrateful. Had they lost energy who struggled 
to the very last in the field of Waterloo, long after the 
Emperor had left the field? Was Grouchy undecided in 
his operations, who brought his own division safe to 
Paris, in spite of all the obstacles opposed to him by a 
victorious army, three times the amount of his own in 
numbers? Both these officers had given up, for the sake 
of Napoleon, the rank fimd appointmente whiqji they 
might have peacefully borne under the Bourbons. Did 
it indicate the reluctance to commit themselves, with 
which they are charged, that they ventured <Hi the de- 
cided step of joining nis desperate career, not only aban- 
doning all regard to their interest and their safety but 
compromisii^ their character as men of loyalty in the 
face of all Europe, and exposing themselves to certain 
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46ath if the Bourbons should be successful? flicw who 
fight with the cord around their neck, whicfi was de- 
cidedly the case with Grouchy and Ney, must have 
headed the forlorn hope; and is it consistent with hunmn 
nature, in such circumstances, to believe that they, whose 
fortune and safety depended on the victory, personally 
brave as they are admitted to be, should have loitered in 
the reax when their ijate was in the balance ? 

He who wa^ uijyusl to his own followers can scarce be 
expected to b%.j^ 5 andid towards an enemy. The Duke of 
Wellington h^, upon all occasions, been willing to render 
the miutary character of Napoleon that justice which a 
generous mind is scrupulously accurate in dispensing to 
an adversary, and has readily admitted that the conduct 
of Buonaparte and his army, on this memorable occasion, 
was fully adequate to the support of their high reputation. 
It may be said that^the victor can afford to bestow praise 
on the vanquished, but that it requires a superior degree 
of caifdour in the vanquished to do justice to the con- 
queror. Napoleo|i, at any rate, does not seem to have 
attained;* in this particular, to the pitch of a great or 
exalted mind, since both he and the various persons whom 
he employed as the means of circulating his statements, 
concur in a very futile attempt to excuse the defeat at 
Waterlo'i, by a set of apologies founded in a great degree 
upon misrepresentation. The allegations, which are de- 
signed to prove the incapacity of the British general, 
and to show that the battle of Waterloo was only lost 
by a combination of extraordinary fatalities, may be 
considered in their order.^ 

The first, and most frequently repeated, is the charge 
that the Duke of Wellington, on the 15th, was surprised 
in his cantonments, and could not collect his army fast 
enough at Quatre-bras. In this his Grace would have 
been doubtless highly censurable if Napoleon had, by 
express information, or any distinct movement indicative 
of his purpose, shown upon which point he meant to 


^ In answer to Napoleon's efforts at throwing the blamo Of defeat everywhere 
btit on the plaao faOT of his having got the worst of it, Sir Walter Soott also,, 
given aa.itti Appendix Captain John W. Pringle’s **Reiharlcs on the Campaign - 
of 1815 « 
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advance. But the chivalTOUs practice of fixing a field of 
combat has been long out of date; and Napoleon, beyond 
all generals, possessed the art of masking his own move- 
ments, and misleading his enemy concerning the actual 
point on which he meditated an attack. The Duke and 
Prince Blucher were, therefore, obliged to provide for 
the concentration of their forces upon difterent points, 
according as Buonaparte's selection should be manifested ; 
and in order to be ready to assemble their forces upon 
any one position, they must, by spreading their canton- 
ments, in some degree delay the movement upon all. 
The Duke could not stir from Brussels, or concentrate his 
forces, until he had certain information of those of the 
enemy; and it is said that a French statesman who*hh;d 
promised to send him a copy of the plan of Buonaparte’s 
campaign, contrived, by a trick of policy, to evade keep- 
ing his word. We do not mean to 6eny the talent and 
activity displayed by Buonaparte, who, if he could have 
brought forward his whole army upon the evehiii^of the 
15th of June, might probably have succeeded in prevent- 
ing the meditated junction of Blucher and Wtillington. 
But the celebrated prayer for annihilation of time and 
space ^ would be as little reasonable in the mouth of 
a general as of a lover, and, fettered by the limitations 
against which that modest petition is directed, Buonaparte 
failed in bringing forward in due time a sufficient body 
of forces to carry all before him at Quatre-bras ; while, on 
the other hand, the Duke of Wellington, from the same 
obstacles of time and space, could not assemble a force 
sufficient to drive Ney before him, and enable him to 
advance to the support of Blucher during the action of 
Ligny.2 

1 Ye gods, annihilate but time and space, * 

And make two lovers happy V — Pope. 

■ The fiction of the Duke of Wellington having been surprised on this great 
occasion, has maintained its place in almost all narratives of the war for fifteen 
years. The duke’s magnanimous silence under such treatment, for so long a 
period, wfil be appreciated by posterity. The facts of the cm are now giveil 
from the most unquestionable authority. At half>past one o’clock, p.m., of 
Thursday the I 5 th, a Prussian officer of high rank arrived at Wellington’s 
headquarters in Brussels, with the intelligence of Napoleon’s decisive opera- 
tions. By two o’clock, orders were des^tched to aU the cantonments of the 
duke’s army, tor the divisions to break up and oonoentrate on the left of 
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The choice of the field of Waterloo is also charged 
against the Duke of Wellington as an'a^t of weak judgi*. 
ment; because, although possessed of all the requisites for 
maintaining battle or pursuing victory, and, above all, of 
the facilities for communicating with the Prussian army, 
it had not, according to the imperial critic, the means of 
afl^rding security in case of a retreat, since there was 
only one communication to the rear — that by the cause- 
way of Brussels, the rest of the position being screened 
by the forest of Soignies, in front of which the British 
army was formed, and through which, it is assumed, 
retreat was impossible. 

Taking the principle of this criticism as accurate, it 
may be answered that a general would never halt or 
fight at all, if he were to refuse combat on every other 
save a field of battle which possessed all the various 
excellences which i*iay be predicated of one in theory. 
The commander must consider whether the ground suits 
his prc^o’Sit exigencies, without looking at other circum- 
stances which may be less pressing at the time. Generals 
have be«i known to choose by preference the ground 
from which there could be no retiring; like invaders 
who burn their ships, as a pledge that they will follow 
their enterprise to the last. And although provision for 
a safe retreat is certainly in most cases a desirable cir- 
cumstance, yet it has been dispensed with by good 
generals, and by none more frequently than by Napoleon 
himself. Was not the battle of Essling fought without 
any possible mode of retreat save the frail bridges over 
the Danube? Was not that of Wagram debated under 
similar circumstances? And, to complete the whole, did 

Quatre-bras, his grace’s design being that his whole force should be assembled 
there by ^iieven o’clock on the next night, Friday the 16th. It was at first 
intended to pnt off a ball announced for the evening of Thursday, at the 
BuchQito of Bichmond’s hotel in Brussels; but on reflection it'seemed highly 
important that the population of that city should be kept, as far as possible, 
in ignorance as to the course of events, and the Duke of Wellington desired 
that the ball should proceed accordingly; nay, the general officers received his 
commands to apf^r in the ball room, each t^ing care to quit the apartment 
as quietly as possible at ten o’clock, and proceed to join his respective division 
ea roiUe. This arrangement was carried mto strict execution. The duke him- 
self retired at twelve o’clock, and left Brussels at six o’clock next morning for 
Quatre-bras.” — Hist, qf Nap. BuoTiapct/rtSf Family library, vol. iL, p. 809. 
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nol'^^Jfapoleon, while censuring the Duke of Wellington 

for fighting in front of a forest, himself enter upon con- 
flict with a defile in his rear, formed by the nuprow streets 
and narrower bridge of Genappe, by which alpne, if de- 
feated, he^ could cross the Dyle ? — It might, therefore, be 

E resumed that if the Duke of Wellington chose^a position 
"om which retreat was difficult, he must have considejped 
the neceasity of retreat as unlikely, and reckoned with 
confidence on being able to make good his stand until the 
Prussians should come up to join him. 

Even this does not exhaust the question; for the 
English general-officers unite in considering the forest of 
Soignies as a very advantageous feature in the field; and, 
far from apprehending the least inconvenience from its 
existence, the Duke of Wellington regarded it as afford- 
ing a position, which, if his first and second line had been 
unhappily forced, he might have nevertheless made good 
against the whole French army. The hamlet of Mont 
Saint Jean, in front, affords an excellent the 

position of an army compelled to occupy the forest. 
The wood itself is everywhere passable for and 

horses, the trees being tall, and without either low 
boughs or underwood; and, singular as the discrepancy 
between the opinions of distinguished soldiers may seem, 
we have never met an English officer who did not look 
on the forest of Soignies as affording an admirable posi- 
tion for making a final stand. In support of their 
opinion they refer to the defence of the Bois de Bossu 
near Quatre-bras, against the reiterated attacks of Mar4* 
chal Ney. This impeachment of the Duke of Wellington 
may therefore be set aside, as inconsistent with the 
principles of British warfare. All that can be added is 
that there are cases in which national habits and manners 
may render a position advantageous to soldiers of one 
country, which is perilous or destructive to those of 
another. 

The next subject of invidious criticism, is of a nature 
so singular that, did it not originate with a gr^ man, 
in peculiar circumstances of adversity, it might be almost 
termed lUdicrouf. Napoleon expresses himsw as 
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fied, because he was defeated in the common and vi|}gar 
proceeding of downright fighting, and by no special 
manoeuvreet^pr peculiar display of military 4rt on the 
. part of t|ie victor. But if it can afford any QpiMiolation 
to those who cherish his fame, it is easy to show ^hat 
Napoleod fell a victim to a scheme of tactics early cou- 
ched, and persevered in under circumstances Which, in 
the case of ordinary men, would have occasioned its 
being abandoned; resumed after events which seemed so 
adverse that nothing save dauntless courage and un- 
limited confidence could have enabled the chiefs to 
proceed in their nurpose; and carried into execution, 
without Napoleon^ being able to penetrate the purpose 
of* the allied generals, until it was impossible to prevent 
the annihilation of his army; — that he fell, in short, by 
a grand plan of strategy, worthy of being compared to 
that of any of his c^n admirable campaigns. 

To prQve what we have said, it is only necessary to 
remari»TOat the natural bases and points of retreat of 
the ^Prussian and English armies were different; the 
former i)eing directed on Maestricht, the other bn 
Antwerp, where each expected their reinforcements. 
Kegardless of this, and with full confidence in each other, 
the Prince Mar^chal Blucher, and the Duke of Welling- 
ton, agreed to act in conjunction against the French 
army. The union of their forces, for which both were 
prepared, was destined to have taken place at Ligny, 
where the Duke designed to have supported the Prussians, 
and where Blucher hazarded an action in expectation of 
his ally's assistance. The active movements of Napoleon, 
and the impossibility of the English force being suf- 
ficiently cbncentrated at Quatre-breis to afford the means 
of pveipcyWering Ney and the force in their front, pre- 
vented their making a lateral march to relieve Blucher 
at that critical period. Otherwise, the parts of the 
bloody drama, as afterwards acted, would have been 
reversed, and the British army would have moved to 
suppoi^ the Prussians at Ligny, as the Prussians came to 
the aid of iJie British at Waterloo. 

Napoleon had the merit ot disconcerting this plan for 



fia " ^ if tall of napoleon* 

the time; but he did not, and could not, discover that the 
allied generals retained, after the loss of the battle of 
Ligny, the same purpose which they had adopted on the 
commenceiUent of the campaign. He imagined, as did 
all around him, that Blucher must retreat on Namur, or 
in such a direction as would effectually accomplish a 
** separation betwixt him and the English, as it 'v^s 
natural to think a defeated army ^ould approach 
towards its own resources, instead of attempting^ further 
offensive operations. At all events, Napoleon was in this 
respect so much mistaken as to believe that if Blucher 
*did retire on the same line with the^ English, the means 
which the Prussian retained for co-operating with his 
allies were so limited, and (perhaps he might think) the 
spirit of the general so subdued, that Mar^chal Grouchy, 
with 32,000 men, would be sufficient to keep the whole 
Prussian force in check. The mar^chal was accordingly, 
as we have seen, despatched much too late, without any 
other instructions than to follow and engage atten- 
tion of the Prussians. Misled by the demonstration of 
Blucher, he at first took the road to Namur, «!nd thus, 
without any fault on his part, lost time, which was 
inconceivably precious. 

Buonaparte’s subsequent accounts of this action blame 
Mar^chal Grouchy for not discovering Blucher’s real 
direction, which he had no means of ascertaining, and for 
not obeying orders which were never given to him, and 
which could not be given, because Napoleon was as 
'•ignorant as the mar^chal, that Blucher had formed the 
determination, at all events, to unite himself .with 
Wellington. This purpose of acting in co-operation, 
formed and persevered in, was to the French Elmperor 
the riddle of the Sphinx, and he was destroyed because 
he could not discover it. Indeed, he ridiculed even the 
idea* of such an event. One of his officers, according to 
Baron Muffling, having hinted at the mere possibility of 
a junction between the Prussian army and that of 
Wellington,, he smiled contemptuously at the thought. 

The Prussian army,” he said, is defeated — It cannot 
rally for three days — I have 75,000 men, the English 
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only 60,000. The town<rf Brussels awaits me with open 
arms. The English Opposition waits but’ for my success 
to raise their heads. Then adieu, subsidies, and farewell 
coalition!” In like manner, Napoleon frankly acknow- 
ledged, while on.Jboard the N orthv/mherland, that he had 
no idea that the Duke of Wellington, meant to fight, and 
4jheref0re omitted to reconnoitre the ground with sufiW 
cient accuracy. It is well known that, when he observed 
iiiem still in their position on the morning of thq^ISth, 
he excS*.:ijmed, “I have them, then, these English!” 

It was half -past eleven, just about the time that the 
battle of Waterloo commenced, that Grouchy, as already- 
hinted, overtook fhe rear of the Prussians. A strong 
forcje, appearing to be the whole of the Prussian army, 
lay before the French mar^chal, who, from the character 
of the ground, had no means of ascertaining their num- 
bers, or of discovG?ring the fact that three divisions of 
Blucher’s army were already on the march to their right, 
through the passes of Saint Lambert; and that it was 
only Thielman’s division which remained upon the Dyle. 
Still lesg; could he know, what could only be' known to 
the Duke and Blucher, that the English were determined 
to give battle in the position at Waterloo. Be heard, 
indeed, a heavy cannonade in that direction, blit that 
might have proceeded from an attack on the British 
rear-guard, the Duke being, in the general opinion of the 
French army, in full retreat upon Antwerp. At any rate, 
the mar^chaFs orders were to attack the enemy which 
he found before him. He could not but remember, thaj^ 
Ney had been reprimanded for detaching a part of his 
force on the I6th, in consequence of a distant cannonade ; 
and he was naturally desirous to avoid censure for the 
self-same cause. Even if Napoleon was seriously engaged 
with the English, it seemed the business of Grou<my ip . 
occupy the large force which he observed at Wavre, and 
disposed along the Dyle, to prevent their attempting 
an;^hing against Napoleon, if, contrary to probability! ; 
the Emperor should be engaged in a general battle. 
Lastly, as Grouchy was to form his resolution under the 
idea of having the whole Prussian force before him, 
(M 2 O 0 ) a 
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ii(rliicih was estimated at 80,000 inen, it would have been 
linpossible for him to detach from an army of 32,000 any 
considerable body to the assistance of Napoleon; and in 
attacking with such inadequate numbers, he showed^ his 
devotion, at the risk of being totally destroyed. 

He engaged, however, in battle without fiiny hesitation, 
and attacked the line of the Priissians along the Dyle OijT 
every accessible point; to wit, at Wavre, at the . mill of 
Bielge, and at the village of Limale. The points o?’ 
attack were desperately defended by the PrussiaiiS under 
Thielman, so that Grouchy could only occupy that part 
of Wavre which was on his own side qf the Dyle. About 
four o clock, and consequently when the fate of the 
battle of Waterloo was nearly decided. Grouchy, received ' 
from Mar^chal Soult the only order which reabhed hlih 
during the day, requiring him to manoeuvre so as to 
unite himself to the right flank of tile Emperor, but at 
the same time acquainting him with the (false) intelli- 
gence, that the battle was gained upon the line of 
Waterloo. A postscript informed Grouchy that Bulov^f 
was appearing upon Napoleon's right flank, andP that if 
he cotlld come up with speed, he would take the Prussian 
flagrante delicto. 

These orders were quite intelligible. But two things 
were necessary to their being carried into execution. 
First, that Grouchy should get clear of Thielman, the 
enemy with whom he was closely engaged, and who 
Wt)uld not fail to pursue the French mar4chal- if he 
retreated or moved to his left flank, without having 
repulsed him. Secondly, it was indispensable he should 
pass the small river Dyle, defended by Thielmaii^s divi- 
sion, since the road leading through the woods of Chapelle 
Lambert was that by which he could best execflte his 
march towards Waterloo. Grouchy redoubled his efforts 
to force the Dyle, but he could not succeed till night, and 
then but partially; for the Prussians contihhed to hold 
, the mill of Bielge, and remained in force within a 
cannon-shot of Grouchy *s position. , 

In the morning, the mar^chal, anxious to learn with" 
certainty the fate of Napoleon, though beliOvihg, accoW- 
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ing to Soult's letter, that he was victorious, sent out 
reconnoitring parties. When he learned the truth, he coni- 
iheneed a retf-eat, which he conducted with such taleht 
thatj-though closely pursued by the Prussians, then in 
all the anilhation of triumph, and though sustaining con- 
,s^erablelbss,'he was enabled to bring his corps unbroken 
ttader the walls of Paris. Weighing all these circum- 
stancea it appears that Buonaparte had no right to count 
upon assistance of Grouchy, far less to throw censure 
on that general for not coming to his assistance, since he 
scrupulously obeyed the orders he received; and when 
at four o*clock, thau of attacking and pressing the Prus- 
sian rear was qualified by the directions of Soult, to close 
up to Buqnaparte’s right wing. Grouchy was engaged in 
an obstinate engagement with Thielrnan, whom he must 
necessarily defeat li® could cross the Dyle, to 

accomplish the junction proposed. 

The movement of Blucher, therefore, was a masterpiece 
of courage and judgment, since the Prince Mar^chal left 
one divi^^ion of his army to maintain a doubtful onset 
against Grouchy, and involved himself with the other 
three in that flank movement through the woods of 
Saint Lambert, hy which he paid with interest the debt 
which he owed iNapoleon for a similar movement, pre- 
vious to the affairs of Champ- Aubert and Montmirail, 
in 1814. 

The same system which placed Blucher in motion, 
required that the Duke of Wellington should maintaih 
his position, by confining himself to a strictly defensive 
Cofltest. The British, as they were to keep their place 
at all risks, so on no temptation of partial success Were 
they to be induced to advance. Every step which they 
might have driven the French backward, ^ before th#' 
coming up of the Prussians, would have been a disad* 
vautage as far as it went* since the object wad not to 
beat the enemy by the efforts of the English only, which, 
Ifl the state of the two armies, might only have amounted 
a repulse, but to detain them in the position of lA 
'Belle Alliance, until the army of Blucher should come up« 
When Napoleon^ therefore, objects to the |onduct of the 
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Duke of Wellington on the 18th, that be did not man- 
oeuvre in the time of action, he objects to . the very cir- 
cumstance which rendered the victory of the day so 
decisive. He was himself decoyed into, and detained 
in a position, until his destruction was rendered inevit- 
able. 

It has been a favourite assertion with almost all tfag?' 
F;*ench, and some English writers, that the English were 
on the point of being defeated when the Prussian, for^ 
came up. The contrary is the truth. The Fr€fich had 
attacked, and the British had resisted, from past eleven 
until near seven o’clock; and though the battle was 
most bloody, the former had gained no advantage save at 
the wood of Hougomont, and the farmhouse of La Haye 
Sainte; both they gained, but speedily lost. Baron 
Muffling has given the most explicit testimony, ‘‘ that the 
battle could have aflbrded no favourable result to the 
enemy, even if the Prussians had never come up He 
wafl an' eye-witness, and an unquestionable judge, and 
williig;: doubtless, to carry the immediate glory acquired 
by his countrymen on this memorable occasiofl, and in 
which he had a large personal stake, as high as truth 
and honour will permit. At the time when Napoleon 
made the last effort, Bulow’s troops were indeed upon 
the field, but had not made any physical impression by 
their weapons, or excited any moral dread by their 
appearance. Napoleon announced to all his Guard, 
whom he collected and formed for that final exertion, 
that the Prussians whom they saw were closely purswd 
by the French of Grouchy s army. He himself, perhaps, 
had that persuasion; for the fire of Grouchy’s artillery, 
supposed to be a league and a half, but in reality nearly 
three leagues distant, was distinctly heard.; add some 
one of Napoleon’s suite saw the smoke from the heights 
alwe Wavre. ‘'The battle,” he said, “is won; we must 
force the English position, and throw them upon the defiles. 
— Allonaf La Oarde en avantT Accordingly, they then 
made the attack in the evening, when they were totally 
repulsed, and chased back upon, and beyond, their own 
position. Thus, before the Prussians came into serious 
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action, Napoleon had done his utmost, and had not a 
corps remaining in order, excepting four battalions of 
the Old Guard. It cannot be therefore said that our 
allies afforded the British army protection from an 
enemy that was totally disorganized; but that for which 
the Prussians do deserve the gratitude of Britain and of 
Europe, is the generous and courageous confidence with 
^^ich they marched at so many risks to assist in the 
action, and the activity and zeal with which they com- 
plete^, l..Jhe victory. It is universally acknowledged that 
the BfiXish army, exhausted by so long a conflict, could 
not have availed themselves of the disorder of their 
enemy at its conclusion; while, on the contrary, nothing 
could exceed the dexterity and rapidity with which the 
Prussians conducted the pursuit. The laurels of Waterloo 
must be divided — the British won the battle, the Prussians 
achieved and rendered available the victory.’* 

Immense as the direct and immediate consequences of 
the battle of Waterloo certainly were, being the total loss 
of the campaign, and the entire destruction of Napoleon’s 
fine army, the more remote contingencies to which it 
gave rise were so much more important that it may be 
doubted whether there was ever in the civilized world a 
great battle followed by so many and such extraordinary 
results. 

That part of the French army which escaped from the 
field of Waterloo, fled in the most terrible disorder to- 
wards’ the frontiers of France. Napoleon himself con- 
toued his flight from Charleroi, in the neighbourhood of 
which was his first place of halting, and hurried on to 
Philippeville. From this point, he designed, it was said, 
to have marched to place himself at the head of Grouchy’s 
army.* Birt no troops of any kind having been rallied, 
and Charleroi having been almost instantly occupied by 
the Prussian pursuers, a report became current th^flt the 
division was destroyed, and Grouchy himself made 
prisoner. Napoleon, therefore, pursued his own retreat, 
leaving orders, which were not attended to, that the 
relics of the army should be rallied at Avesnes.. Soult 



could only succeed in gathering together a few thousands, 
as far within the French territory as Laon. Meanwhile, 
Buonaparte, travelling post, had reached Paris, and 
brought thither, the news of his own defeat. 

On the 19th of June the public ear of the capital had 
l^en stunned by the report of a hundred pieces of cannon, 
which announced the victory at Ligny, and the public 
prints had contained the most gasconading accounts 
that action; of the forcing the passage of the Sam]^e, 
the action at Charleroi, and the battle of Quat]ie-bi:t.«L 
The Imperialists were in the highest state of exiA?catk>n, 
the Republicans doubtful, and the Royalists dejected. 
On the morning of the 2lst, the thirdj^day after the fatal 
action, it was at first whispered, and then openly said, 
that Napoleon had returned alone froui the army on the 
^receding night, and was now in the palace of Bourbon- 
jElys^e. The fatal truth was not long in transpiring— r 
he had lost a dreadful and decisive pitched battl^ and 
the French army, which had left the capital so conndent, 
so full of hope, pride, and determination, was totally 
destroyed. 

Many reasons have been given for Napoleon'#^ not re- 
maining with his army on this occasion, and endeavouring 
at least to bring it into a state of reorganization; bat the 
secret seems to be explained by his apprehension of the 
faction of Republicans and Constitutionalists in Paris. 
He must have remembered that Fouch^, and others of 


that party, had advised him to end the distresses of 
France by his abdication of the crown, even before he 
placed himself at the head of his army. He was aware 
that what they had ventured to suggest in his moment 
of strength, they would not hesitate to demand and extort 
t from him in the hour of his weakness, and that the 
Chamber of Representatives would endeavour to bbt^^ 
peace for themselves by sacrificing him. " He is known,” 
says an author already quoted, friendly to his fame, “ to 
have said, after the disasters of the Rossiali campaign, 
that he would confound the Parisians by his presence, 
and fall among them tike a thunderbolt. are 

things which succeed only because they have never 
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done before, and for tb^t reason ought never to be 
^ attainpted again. Hil fifth flight from liis army occa- 
sioned the entire abandonment of himself and his cati^e 
by all who might have forgiven him his misfortune, but 
required that he should, ^be the first tp arise from tbl 
blow.” 

It was a curious indication of public spirit in Paris, 
upon the news of this appalling misfortune, the 
national funds rose, immediately after the first shock of 
vhe ti^ngs was past; so soon, that is, as men had time tp 
consici& the probable consequence of the success of the 
allies. It seemed as if public credit revived upon any 
intelligence, however disastrous otherwise, which promiseq,, 
to abridge the reign of Buonaparte. 

Tlie anticipations of Napoleon did not deceive him* 
It was plain, that, whatever deference the Jacobins ha4;' 
for him in his hour of strength, they had no compassiop 
for j^is period of weakness. They felt the opportunity 
favourable to get I'id of him, and did not disguise their 
purpose to do so. 

The two Chambers hastily assembled. La Fayette 
address<id that of the Representatives in the character of 
an old frientl of freedom, spoke of the sinister reports 
that #ere spread abroad, and invited the members to rally 
under the three-coloured banner of liberty, equality, and 
public order, by adopting five resolutions. The first de- 
clared that the independence of the nation was menaced; 
the second declared the sittings of the Chambers per- 
manent, and denounced the pains of treason against 
whoever should attempt to dissolve them; the third 
announced that the troops had deserved well of their ^ 
country; the fourth called out the national guard; the 
fifth invited the Ministers to repair to the Assembly. ^ 
"Th^^se propositions intimated the apprehensions of the 
(^amhei: of Representatives, that they mfght be a seppp4 
dissqlvid oy mi armed force, and, a;i the saiqe 
«Mmoq^e4 %heir pnrpose to pl^e them^ves at the he^ 
qf iifiEairj?, without further respect to the Empepor. They 
Wj^ adopted, all but the fourth copeeriiing th^ n^tiom^l 
goar^ wfcch considered as 
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de St. Jean d’Angely attempted to read a bulletin, giving 
an imperfect and inconsistent account of what had passed 
on the frontiers; but the representatives became clamor- 
ous, and demanded the attendance of the Ministers. At 
length, after a delay of three or four hours, Carnot, Cau- 
laincourt, Davoust, and Fouche entered the hall with 
Lucien Buonaparte. 

The Chamber formed itself into a secret committtfS; 
before which the ministers laid the full extent of the 
disaster^ and announced that the Emperor hadJ^.mtSi" 
CauJ$,mj 3 piirt, Fouch^ and Carnot, as commissiraers to 
tre^j^^eace with the allies. The Ministers were bluntly 
by the Republican memberf, and particularly 
by Henry Lacoste, that they had no basis for any nego- 
tiations* which could be proposed in the Emperor's name, 
since the allied powers had declared war against Napo- 
leon, who was now in plain terms pronounced, by more 
than one member, the sole obstacle Setwixt the nation 
and peace. Universal applause followed from all parts 
of the hall, and left Luden no longer in doubt that the 
representatives intended to separate their cause from 
that of his brother. He omitted no art of conciliation or 
^entreaty, and — more eloquent probably In prose than in 
poetry — appealed to their love of glory, their generosity, 
their fidelity, and the oaths which they had so lately 
sworn. “We have been faithful," replied Fayette; “we 
have followed your brother to the sands of Egypt — to 
the snows of Russia. The bones of Frenchmen, scattered 
in every region, attest our fidelity." All seemed t6 unite 
in one sentiment, that the abdication of Buonaparte was 
a measure absolutely necessary. Davoust, the minister- 
at-war, arose, and disclaimed, with protestations, any 
intention of acting against the freedom or independence 
of the Chamber. This was, in fact, to espouse their 
cause. A committee of five members was appointed to 
concert measures with Ministers. Even the latter official 
persons, though named by the Emperor, were not sup- 
posed to be warmly attached to him. Carnot and Fouche 
were the natural leaders of the popular party, and Cau- 
laincourt was supposed to be on indifferent terms with 
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Napoleon, whose Ministers, thereff>re, seemed to adopt 
the interest of the Chamber in preference to liis. Lucien 
saw that his brother’s authority was ended, unless it 
could be maintained by violence. The Chamber of Peers 
might have been more friendly to the Imperial cause, 
but their constitution gave them as little confidence in 
,i^^mselves as weight with the public. They adopted the 
ifiTee first resolutions of the Lower Chamber, and named 
^ ^a committee of public safety. 

TKii^ine of conduct which the Eepresentatives meant 
to pursuS was now obvious; they had spoken out, and 
named the sacrifice which they exacted from BuoUapiw^te, 
being nothing less' than abdication. It remained to be 
known whether the Emperor would adopt measures of 
resistance, or submit to this encroachment. If there 
could be a point of right, where both were so far wrong, 
it certainly lay witjj. Napoleon. These very Eepresenta- 
tives were, by voluntary consent, as far as oaths and 
engagements can bind men, his subjects, convoked in hif 
name, and having no political d^istence excepting as a 
part of l^is new constitutional government. However 
great his faults to the people of France, he had committed 
none towards these accomplices of his usurpation, nor 
were they legislators otherwise than as he was their 
Emperor. Their right to discard and trample upon him 
in his adversity consisted only in their having the power 
to do so; and the readiness which they showed to exer- 
cise that power, spoke as little for their faith as for 
their generosity. At the same time, our commiseration for 
fallen greatness is lost in our sense of that justice which 
makes the associates and tools of a usurper the readiest 
implements of his ruin. 

When Buonaparte returned to Paris his first interview 
was with Carnot, of whom he demanded, in his usual 
tone of authority, an instant supply of treasure, and a 
levy of 300,000 men. The Minister replied, that he 
could have neither the one nor the other. . Napoleon 
then summoned Maret, Duke of Bassano, and other con- 
fidential persons of his court. But when his civil coun- 
sellors talked of defence, the word wrung from him the 



ejaculation, ** Ah, my old guard, could they but 
defend themselves like you!'' A sad confession, that the 
military truncheon, his best emblem of command, was 
broken in his grip. Lucien urged his brother to maintain 
hie authority, and dissolve the Chambers by force; but 
Napoleon, aware that the national guard might take the 

E art of the Representatives, declined an action so full of 
azard. Davoust, was, however, sounded concerning4rilf 
willingness to act against the Chambers, but he posi- 
tively refused to do so. Some idea was heW^jl^t* oy^ 
Fouch^ to Napoleon, of his being admitted to tRe^wers 
of a dictator; but this could be only thrown out as a 
proposal for the purpose of amusing him. In the mean- 
time, arrived the news of the result of the meeting of 
the Representatives in secret committee, v 

The gauntlet was now thrown down, and it was neces- 
sary that Napoleon should resist or yield; declare himself 
absolute, and dissolve the Chamber? by violence; or ab- 
dicate the authority he had so lately resumed. Lucien, 
finding him still undetermined, hesitated not to say 
that the smoke of the battle of Mont Saint Jean had 
turned his brain. In fact, his conduct at this Iferisis was 
not that of a great man. He dared neither venture on 
the desperate measures which might, for a short time, 
have preserved his power, nor could he bring himself to 
the dignified step of an apparently voluntary resi^ation. 
He clung to what could no longer avail him, like the 
distracted criminal, who, wanting resolution to meet his 
fate by a voluntary efibrt, must be pushed* from the 
scaffold by the hand of the executioner. 

Buonaparte held, upon the night of the 21st, a sort of 
general council comprehending the Ministers of every 
description; the president and four members of the 
Chamber of Peers, the president, and four vipe-presideuts, 
of the Repjresentatives, with other officiqbl persops 
couuseHors of stata The Emperor l^id before th^ 
semWy the state of the nation, and reqnh’ed theit 
RegnauR (who was the Imperial orator in 
seconded the statement with a proposal that 
be taken to recruit with heroes the heroic 
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bring succours to what, by a happily-selected phrase, be 
termed the “ astonished eagle”. He opined, therefore, 
that the Chambers should make an appeal to French 
valour, while the Emperor was treatii^ or peace in the 
most steady and dignified manner”. Fayette stated, that 
resistance would but aggravate the calamities of France. 
The allies stood pledged to demand a particular sacrifice 
^^’ken they first engaged in the war; they were not likely 
to reced e from it after this decisive victory. One mea- 
STKre^#y[toe he saw betwixt the country and a bloody and 
ruinous conflict, and he referred to the great and gener- 
ous spirit of the Emperor to discover its nature. Maret, 
JJuke of Bassano, ,long Buonaparte's most confidential 
friend, and fatally so, because (more a courtier than a 
statesman) he attended rather to soothe his humour than 
to guide his councils, took fire at this suggestion. He 
called for severe measures against the Royalists and the 
disafiected; a revdiutionary police, and revolutionary 
punishments. Had such,” he said, “ been earlier resorted 
to, a person” (meaning probably Fouch^) ‘'who now 
hears me, would not be now smiling at the misfortunes 
of his cdhntry, and Wellington would not be marching 
upon Paris.” This speech was received with a burst of 
disapprobation, which even the presence of the Emperor, 
in whose cause Maret was thus vehement, proved unable 
to restrain; hisses and clamour drowned the voice of the 
speaker. Carnot, who had juster views of the military 
strength, or rather weakness, of France at the moment, 
was desirous, democrat as he was, to retain the advantage 
of Napoleon's talents. He is said to have wept when the 
abdication was insisted upon. Lanjuinais and Constant 
supported the sentiments of Fayette. But the Emperor 
^^ppeared gloomy, dissatisfied, and uncertain, ana the 
council broke up without coming to any determins-tion. 

For another anxious night the decision of Buonaparte 
was Suspended. Had the nation, or even the Ministers, 
been unanimous in a resolution to defend themselves, 
unc^uestionably France might have been cjtposed to the 
chance of war, with some prospect of a smuggle on 
Napoleon’s part; though, when it is considered within 
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how short a time the allies introduced, within the limits 
of France, an armed force amounting to 800,000 effective 
men, it does not appear how his resistance could have 
eventually proved successful. It would be injustice to 
deny Napoleon a natural feeling of the evils which must 
have been endured by the nation in such a protracted 
contest, and we readily suppose him unwilling to hav^ 
effected a brief continuation of his reign, by beconrfUg 
the cause of so much misery to the fine country which 
he had so long ruled. Like most men in difficiflfewf fie 
received much more advice than offers of Assistance. 
The best counsel was, perhaps, that of an American 

f entleman, who advised him instaiiMy to retreat to the 
forth American States, where he could not indeed enjoy 
the royal privileges and ceremonial, to which he was 
more attached than philosophy warrants, but where that 
general respect would have been p£yd to him, which his 
splendid talents, and wonderful career of adventure, were 
so well calculated to enforce. But now, as at Moscow, 
he lingered too long in forming a decided opinion; for, 
though the importunity of friends and opponents wrung 
from him the resignation which was demanded at all 
hands, yet it was clogged by conditions which could only 
be made in the hope of retaining a predominant interest 
in the government by which his own was to be succeeded. 

On the morning of the 22nd June, only four days after 
the defeat at Waterloo, the Chamber of Representatives 
assembled at nine in the morning, and expressed the 
utmost impatience to receive the Act of Abdication. A 
motion was made by Duchesne that it should be peremp- 
torily demanded from the Emperor, when this degree of 
violence was rendered unnecessary by his compliance. 
It was presented by Fouch^ whose intrigues were thus 
far crowned with success, and was couched in the follow- 
ing terms: — 

“Frenchmen !— In commencing war for maintaining the national 
independence, I relied on the union of all efforts, of all wills, and the 
concurrence of all the national authorities. I had reason to hope for 
«accei^ and I braved all the declarations of the powers ac^nst me. 

“ Circumstances appear to me changed. I offer myself as a sacri- 
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fice to the hatred of the CDemies of France. May they prove sincere 
in their declarations, and have really directed them only against my 
power! My political life is terminated, and I proclaim my son, 
under the title of Napoleon II., Emperor of the French.^ 

“ The present Ministers will provisionally form the council of the 
government. The interest which I take in my son induces me to 
invite the Chambers to form, without delay, the regency by a law. 

%. “ Unite all for the public safety, in order to remain an indepen- 
dent nation. (Signed) “ Napoleon.” 

m. Republican party having thus obtained a victory, 
proposedi instantly several new models for settling the 
form of a constitution, in the room of that which, exactly 
three weeks beforog^they had sworn to in the Champ de 
Mai. This was judged somewhat premature; and they 
resolved for the present to content themselves with 
nominating a Provisional Government, vesting the execu- 
tive powers of the state in live persons — two to be chosen 
from Buonaparte^s House of Peers, and three from that 
of the Representatives. 

In the meanwhile, to preserve the decency due to the 
late Emperor, the Chamber named a committee to wait 
on him *^vith an address of thanks, in which they care- 
fully avoided all mention and recognition of his son. 
Napoleon, for the last time, received the committee dele- 
gated to present the address, in the imperial habit, and 
surrounded by his state-officers and guards. He seemed 
pale an^I pensive, but firm and collected, and heard with 
a steady indifference the praises which they bestowed on 
his patriotfi3' sacrifice. His answer recommended unani- 
mity, and the speedy preparation of means of defence; 
but at the conclusion he reminded them that his abdica- 
tion was conditional, and comprehended the interests of 
his son. 

Lanjuinais, President of the Chamber, replied, with 
profound respect, that the Chamber had given him no 
directions respecting the subject which Napoleon pressed 
upon. ‘‘I told you,” said he, turning to his brother 
Lucien, “they would not, could not do it. — Tell the 
Assembly,” he said, again addressing., the President, “that 
I recommend my son to their protection. It is in his 
favour I have abdicated.” ^ 
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Thus the succession of Napoleon II. came to be now 
the point of debate between the abdicated Emperor and 
the legislative bodies. It is certain the appointment 
could not have been rendered acceptable to the allies; 
and the influence which Buonaparte and his friends were 
likely to have in a regency were strong arguments for^ 
all in France who had opposed him in the struggle, unit- 
ing to set aside his family and dynasty. 

Upon the same 22nd June, a strange scene tocf^igiSKe 
in the Chamber of Peers. The government hacF received 
intelligence that Mar4chal Grouchy, whom we left on the 
banks of the Dyle, near Wavre, andrwho continued his 
action with Thielman, to whom he weis opposed, till deep 
in the night, diad, on hearing the loss of the battle at 
Waterloo, effected a most able retreat through Namur, 
defended himself against several attacks, and finally 
made his way to Laon. This goo^l news encouraged 
Carnot to render a brilliant account to the Chamber, of 
Grouchy being at the head of an untouched army of 
upwards of 60,000 men (Grouchy’s whole force at Wavre 
having been only 32,000); of Soult collecting !i0,000 of 
the old guard at Mezi^res; of 10,000 new levies des- 
patched from the interior to join the rallied forces, with 
200 pieces of cannon. Ney, half frantic at hearing these 
exaggerated statements, and his mind galled with the 
sense of Napoleon s injustice towai-ds him, as exprelssed 
in the bulletins, started up, and spoke like a possessed 
person under the power of the exorcist. There was a 
reckless desperation in the manner of his contradicting 
the minister. It seemed as if he wished the state of ‘the 
world undone in his own undoing. The report^” he 
said, ** was false — false in every respect. Dare they tell 
eye-witnesses of the disastrous day of the 18th that we 
have yet 60,000 soldiers embodied ? Grouchy cannot 
have under him 20,000, or 25,000 soldiers, at the utiltost. 
Had he possessed a greater force, h€f Inight have covered 
the retreat, and the Emperor would Imve been still in 
ooi^mand of an army on the frontiers. Not a man of 
the guard,” he said, will ever rally more* I myself 
commanded them — I myself witnessed their total exter- 
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miHation, ere I left the field of battle. They ar<3 annihi- 
lated. — The enemy are at Nivelles with 80,000 men; 
they may, if they please, be at Paris in six days. There 
is Ho saiety for France but in instant propositions of 
peadOi” On being contradicted by General Flahault, 
Ney resumed his sinister statement with even more 
^eli^menfee; and at length, striking at once into the topic 
which all felt but none had ventured yet to name, he 
sai^^ « low,j but distinct voice — “Yes! I repeat it — 
your onlj^course is by negotiation — you must recall the 
Bourbons; and, for me, I will retire to the United 
States.*’ ^ 

The most bitter reproaches were heaped on Ney for 
this 'last expression. Lavalette and Carnot especially 
appeared incensed against him. Ney replied with sullen 
contempt to those who blamed his conduct, “I am not 
one of those to whoin their interest is everything; what 
should I gain by the restoration of Louis, except being 
shot for desertion? but I must speak the truth, for the 
sake of the country.” This strange scene sunk deep into 
the mind.^ of thinking men, who were thenceforward 
induced to view the subsequent sounding resolutions, 
and bustling debates of the Chambers, as empty noise, 
unsupported by the state of the national resources. 

After this debate on the state of the means of defence, 
there* followed one scarce less stormy, in the House of 
Peers, upon the reading of the Act of Abdication. Lucien 
Buonaparte took up the question of the succession, and 
insisted upon the instant recognition of his nephew, 
according to the rules of the constitution. The Count 
de Pontecoulant interrupted the orator, demanding by 
what right Lucien, an Italian prince, and an alien, pre- 
sumed to name a sovereign to the Frerich empire, where 
he himself had not even the privileges of a denizen? To 
this objection — a strange one, certainly, Coming from lips 
which had sworn faitk but twenty-tWo days ^fore to a 
constitution :^cognizing Lucien not only 60 denizen, 
but as one of the blood-royal of France, the ptiiiee 
answered, that he was a Frenchman by his sentiments, 
and by virtue of the laws. Pontecoulant Itefen objected 
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to accept as sovereign a child residing in a difila:eiit 
kingdom ; aiOid Lab^doy^e, observing the hesitation of 
the assembly, started up, and demeaning himself with 
unrestrained fury, exhibited the same blind and devoted 
attachment to Napoleon which had prompted him to 
show the example of defection at Grenoble^ 

“The Emperor,” he said, “ had**^dicated solely iir 
behalf of his son. His resignation was null if his son 
was not instantly proclaimed. And who were thejy^o 
opposed this generous resolution? Those wlyse'^voices 
had been always at the sovereign's devotion while in 
prosperity; who had fled from him in adversity, and 
who were already hastening to ifeceive the yoke of 
foreigners. Yes,” continued this impetuous young *man, 
aiding his speech with the most violent gestures, and 
overpowering, by the loudness of his tone, the murmui^ 
of the assembly, “if you refuse to acknowledge the 
Imperial Prince, I declare that Napoleon must again 
draw his sword — again shed blood. At the head of the 
brave Frenchmen who have bled in his cause, we will 
rally around him; and woe to the base generais who are 
perhaps even now meditating new treasons! I demand 
that they be impeached, and punished as deserters of the 
national standard — that their names be given to infamy, 
their houses razed, their families proscribed . and exiled. 
We will endure no traitors amongst us. Napoleon, in 
resigning his power to save the nation, has done his duty 
to himself, but the nation is not worthy "of him, since she 
has a second time compelled him to abdicate;/ she who 
v^owed to abide by him in prosperity and reverses.**. The 
ravings of this daring enthusiast, who was, in , fact, 

f Lving language to the feelings of a greSlt part of the 
rendi army, were at fength drowned general cry 
of order. “ You forget jrourself,” exclaimed Masaena. 

“ You believe yourself still in thfe corp^;de gourde** said 
Lameth. LabMoyere strove' to go on, but was silenced . 
by the general clamour, which at length put an end to 
this scandalous scene. 

The peers, like the deputies of the JLower Chkmber, 
having eluded the express reeognitioh of Napoleon Jl., 



THE HUNDRBD"-DAy^. 129 

the two chambers proceeded to name the members of the 
provisional government. These were Carnot, Fouch^, 
Caulaincourt, Grenier, and Quinette. ♦ In their proclama- 
tion they stated that Napoleon had resigned, and that 
his son had been proclaimed (which, by the way, was 
not true); calling on the nation for exertions, sacrifices, 
•and unanimity, and promising, if not an actually new 
constitution, as had been usual on such occasions, yet 
sucli a complete revision and repair of that which weus 
now thref>. weeks old as should make it in every respect 
as good as new. 

This address had little effect either on the troops or 
the Federates, who, like Labcnloyere, were of opinion 
that Napoleon’s abdication could only be received on his 
own terms. These men assembled in armed parties, and 
paraded under Buoneparte’s windows, at the palace of 
Bourbon - Ely s6e. Money and liquor were delivered to 
them, which increased their cries of Vive Napoleon! 
Vive VEmpereur! They insulted the national guards, 
and seemed disposed to attack the residence of Fouch^. 
On the other hand, the national guards were 30,000 men 
in number, disposed in general to support order, and 
many of them leaning to the side of Louis XVIII. A 
moment of internal convulsion seemed inevitable; for it 
was said that, if Napoleon II. was not instantly acknow- 
ledged, Buonaparte would come down and dissolve the 
Chamber with an armed force. 

On the meeting of the 24th June, the important ques- 
tion of succession was decided, or rather evaded, as 
follows: — Manuel, generally understood to be the organ 
of Fqueh^ in the House of Representatives, made a long 
speech to show that there was no occasion for a formal 
recognition ©f -the succession of i Napok II., since he 
was, by the term^s of the constitution, already in posses- 
sion of the throne. When the orator had given this 
deep reason that their sovereign should neither be 
acknowledged nor proclaimed, purely because he wa8 
their sovereign, all arose and shouted, Vive Napoleon II,! 
But when there a proposal -to swear allegiance to the 

new Emperor, ther^ was general cry of ''No oaths! No 

; (Msoe) . I 
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oaths I” as if there existed a consciousness in the Chamber 
of having been too lavish of these ill-redeemed pledges, 
and a general disgust at commencing a new coiyrse of 
peijury. 

The Chamber of Eepresentatives thus silenced, if they 
did not satisfy, the Imperialist party, by a sort of incidental 
and ostensible acknowledgment of the young Napoleon's* 
right to the crown; while at the same time, by declaihhg 
the Provisional Government to be a necessary gijarantee 
for the liberties of the subject, they prevented the fSTter- 
ference either of Napoleon himself, or any of his friends, 
in the administration of the country. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing the simulated nature of their ci)mpliance with the 
special condition of Napoleon’s resignation, the Chambers 
and Provisional Government were as strict in exacting 
from the abdicated sovereign the terms of his bargain, aa 
if they had paid him the stipulat^^ value in sterling, 
instead of counterfeit, coin. Thus they exacted from bi^ 
a proclamation, addressed in his own name, to the soldiers, 
in order to confirm the fact of his abdication, which the 
troops were unwilling to believe on any author!^ inferior 
to his own. In this address, there are, however, expres- 
sions which show his sense of the compulsion under 
which he acted. After an exhortation to the soldiers to 
continue in their career of honour, and an assurance of 
the interest which he should always take in their ex- 
ploits, follows this passage: — ‘'Both you and I have been 
calumniated. Men, very unfit to appreciate our labours, 
have seen, in the marks of attachment which you have 
given me, a zeal of which I was the sole object ^ Let 
your future successes tell them that it was the country, 
above all things, which you served in obeying me; and 
that, if I had any share in your affections, I owed it to 
my ardent love for France, our common mother.^^ 

These expressions were highly 'disagreeable to the 
Chamber of Representatives, who at the same time re- 
garded the presence of Napoleon in the capital as dan- 
gerous to their own power and to the public tranquillity. 
The suburbs, with their fierce inmates, cc^tinued to be 
agitated, and soldiers, the straggling relies of the field of 
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Waterloo, were daily gathering under the walls of Paris, 
furious at their recent defeat, and calling on their Em-- 
peror to lead them to vengeance. There seems to have 
been little to prevent Napoleon from still placing himself 
at the head of a small but formidable array. To remove 
him from this temptation, the Provisional Government 
I required him to retire to the palace of Malmaison, near 
StfGermains, so long the favourite abode of the discarded 
Josephme, Napoleon had not been within its wails a 
single day, before, surrounded by Fouch^'s police, he 
found that he, who, not a month since, had disposed of 
the fate of myriads, was no longer the free master of his 
own actions. He w’as watched and controlled, though 
without the use of actual force, and now, for the first 
time, felt what it was to lose that free agency, of which 
his despotism had for so many years deprived so large a 
portion of mankind. Yet he seemed to submit to his fate 
with indifference, or only expressed impatience when 
beset by his personal creditors, who, understanding that 
he was not likely to remain long in France, attempted to 
extort from him a settlement of their claims. The petty 
persecution was given way to by the government, as one 
of several expedients to abridge his residence in France; 
and they had the means of using force, if all should faiL 

Short as was the time he lingered at Malmaison, in- 
credible as it may be thought, Napoleon was almost for- 
gotten in Paris. '*No one,” says a well-informed author 
living in that city during the crisis, " except the imme- 
diate friends of government, pretends to know whether 
he is still at Malmaison, or seems to think it a question 

of importance to ask. On Saturday last, Count M 

saw him there; he was tranquil, but quite lost. His 
friends now pretend that, since his return from Elba, he 
has never been quite the man he was.” There was, how- 
ever, a reason for hts protracting his residence at Mal- 
maison, more honourable than mere human reluctance to 
submit to inevitable calamity. 

The English and Prussian forces were now approach- 
ing Paris by fapid marches; every town falling before 
them which opuld have been reckoned up6n as a bar to 
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their progress. When Paris was again to be girt round 
with hostile armies, honourable as well as political feel- 
ings might lead Napoleon to hope that the Representa- 
tives mi^ht be inclined to waive all personal animosity, 
and, having recourse to his extraordinary talents and his 
influence over the minds of the army and federates, by 
which alone the capital could be defended, might permit ^ 
him once more to assume the sword for protection* of 
Paris. He oflered to command the army as geijeral in 
chief, in behalf of his son. He oflered to tak^ share in 
the defence, as an ordinary citizen. But the internal 
discord had gone too far. The popular party, which then 
prevailed, saw more danger in the sliccess of Napoleon 
than in the superiority of the allies. The latter they 
hoped to conciliate by treaty. They doubted, with good 
reason, the power of resisting them by force ; and if such 
resistance was, or could be maintained by Napoleon, they 
feared his supremacy, in a military command, at least as 
much as the predominance of the allies. His services 
were therefore declined by them. 

Like skilful anglers, the Provisional Governjnent had 
been gradually drawing their nets around Napoleon, and 
it was now time, as they thought, to drag him upon the 
shallows. They proceeded to place him under a sort of 
arrest, by directing General Beker, an officer with whom 
Napoleon had been on indifferent terms, to watch over, 
and, if necessary, to restrain his movements in such a 
manner that it should be impossible for him to make his 
escape, and to use measures to induce him to leave Mal- 
maison for Rochefort, where the means were provided 
for his departure out of France. Orders were at the 
same time given for two frigates to transport him to the 
United States of America ; and the surveillance of 
General Beker and the police was to continue until the 
late Emperor was on board the vessels. This order was 
qualified by directions that all possible care should be 
taken to ensure the safety of Napoleon's person. A 
corresponding order was transmitted by Davoust, who, 
giving way to one of those equivocal bursts of feeling, 
by which men compromise a conflict between their senti- 
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ments and their duty or their interest, refused to sign it 
himself, but ordered his secretary to do so, which, as he 
observed, would be quite the same. 

Napoleon submitted to his destiny with resignation 
and dignity. He received General Beker with ease, and 
even cheerfulness ; and the latter, with feelings which 
di^ him honour, felt the task committed to him the more 
painful, that he had experienced the personal enmity of 
the^ individual who was now intrusted to his custody. 
About fqrty persons, of different ranks and degrees, 
honourably dedicated their services to the adversity of 
the Emperor whom they had served in prosperity. 

Yet, amid all these preparations for departure, a long- 
ing hope remained that his exile might be dispensed 
I with. He heard the distant cannonade as the war-horse 
hears the trumpet. Again he offered his services to march 
against Blucher as a simple volunteer, undertaking that, 
when he had repulsed the invaders, he would then pro- 
ceed on his journey of expatriation. He had such hopes 
of his request being granted as to have his horses brought 
out and in readiness to enable him to join the army. 
But the Provisional Government anew declined an offer, 
the acceptance of which would, indeed, have ruined all 
hopes of treating with the allies. Fouch^, on hearing 
Napoleon's proposal, is said to have exclaimed, “ Is he 
laughing at us ! ” Indeed, his joining the troops would have 
soon made him master of the destiny of the Provisional 
Government, whatever might have been the final result. 

On the 29th of June, Napoleon departed from Mal- 
maison; on the 3rd of July he arrived at Kochefort. 
General Beker accompanied him, nor does his journey 
seem to have been marked by any circumstances worthy 
of remark. Wherever he came, the troops received him 
with acclamation; the citizens respected the misfortunes 
of one who had been well-nigh master of the world, and 
were silent where they could not applaud. 

Thus, the reim of the Emperor Napoleon was com- 
pletely ended. But, before adverting to his future fate, 
we must complete, in Sk few words, the consequences of 
his abdication. 
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i Government had 
of Wellington, to 
Nnpoieon to the States of Amerfca.^ 
ilistruotions from his government to graiil w 
Prttssian and English generals alike 
tures made for the es^blishment, or aekno^edgm|^% 
either of the present Provisional Administration, oit aijfy 
plan which they endeavoured to suggest, short of the 
restoration of the Bourbons to the seat of govertim^nt. 
The Provisional Commissioners endeavoured, rwith as 
little success, to awaken the spirit of national defence. 
They had lost the road to the soldiers' hearts. The 
thoughts of patriotism had in the army become indis- 
solubly united with the person and the qualities of Na- 
poleon. It was in vain that deputies, with scarfs, and 
proclamations of public right, and invocation of the 
ancient watchwords of the Revolution, endeavoured to 
awaken the spirit of 1794. The soldiers and federates 
answered sullenly, “ Why should we fight any more ? 
we have no longer an Emperor.” 

Meanwhile, the Royalist party assumed coufage, and 
showed themselves in arms in several of the departments, 
directed the public opinion in many others, and gained 
great accessions from the Constitutionalists. Indeed, if 
any of the latter still continued to dread the restoration 
of the Bourbons, it was partly from the fear of reaction 
and retaliation on the side of the successful Royalists, 
and partly because it was apprehended that the late 
evente might have made on the mind of Louis an im- 

S ression unfavourable to constitutional limitations, a 
isgust to those by whom they were recommended and 
supported, and a propensity to resume the arbitral^ 
measures by which his ancestors had governed their 
kingdom. Those who nourished those apprehensions 
could not but allow, that they were founded pn the fickle- 
ness and ingratitude of the people, who had shown them- 
selves unworthy of, and easily induced to conspire against, 
the mild and easy rule of a limited monarchy. Bnt thsy 
involved, nevertheless, tremendous consequences. If the 
King should be dispos^ to act upon rigorous and vindle- 




tive prindples; and it was such cm apprehension on the 

the fears of others foi" personal 

M tojloilen shame of a third party, and the 
to the prineee whom they had be- 
lor the Provisional Government 

l^ce. 

^ u jLv;w^ iiiiuH that th§ Chambers continued their resist- 
ance to receiving their legitimate monarch, though unable 
to ^exci>e any enthusiasm save that expressed in the 
momentary explosions discharged within their own place 
of meeting, which gratified no ears, and heated no brains 
but their own. In the meanwhile, the armies of Soult 
and Grouchy were ‘driven under the walls of Paris, where 
they were speedily followed by the English and the 
Prussians. The natural gallantry of the French then 
dictated a resistance, which was honourable to their arms, 


though totally unsuccessful. The allies, instead of renew- 
ing the doubtful attack on Montmartre, crossed the Seine, 
and attacked Paris on the undefended side. There was 


not, as in 1814, a hostile army to endanger the communi- 
cations OT their rear. The French, however, showed 
great bravery, both by an attempt to defend Versailles, 
and in a coup-de-main of General Excelmans, by which 
h^ attempted to recover that town. But at length, in 
consequence of the result of a council of war held in 
Paris on the night betwixt the 2nd and 3rd of July, an 
armistice was concluded, by which the capital was sur- 
rendered to the allies, and the French army was drawn 
off behind the Loire. 


TJie allies suspended their operations until the French 
troops should be brought to submit to their destined 
movement in retreat, against which they struggled with 
vain enthusiasm. Permitting their violence to subside, 
they delayed their own occupation of Paris until the 7th 
of July, when it had been completely evacuated. The 
British and Prussians then took military possession, in a 
manner strictly regular, hut arguing a different state of 
feelings on both parts, from those exhibited in the joyous 

S ecession of the allies along the Boulevtirds in 1814. 
e Provisional Government continued their sittings, 
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though Fouch4, the chief among them, had been long 
intriguing (and ever since the battle of Waterloo, with 
apparent sincerity) for the second restoration of the 
Bourbon family, on such terms as should secure the 
liberties of France. They received, on the 6th of July, 
the final resolution of the allied sovereigns that they 
considered all authority emanating from the usurped < 
power of Napoleon Buonaparte as null, and of no effibt; 
and that Louis XVIII., who was presently at Sain^i Denis, 
would on the next day, or day after at farthest, entef^his 
capital and resume his regal authority. ' 

On the 7th of July, the Provisional Commission dis- 
solved itself. The Chamber of Peem, when they heard 
the act of surrender, dispersed in silence; but that of the 
Representatives continued to sit, vote, and debate for 
several hours. The president then prorogued the meeting 
till eight the next morning, in defiance of the cries of 
severed ntembers, who called on him to maintain the 
literal permanence of the sitting. The next morning, the 
members who attended found the hall sentinelled by the 
national guard, who refused them admittance, jmd heard 
the exclamations and complaints of the deputies with 
great disregard. Nay, the disappointed and indignant 
legislators were subjected to the ridicule of the idle 
spectators, who accompanied the arrival and retreat of 
each individual with laughter and acclamation, loud in 
proportion to the apparent excess of his mortification. 

On the 8th of July, Louis re-entered his capital, 
attended by a very large body of the national' guards 
and royal volunteers, as well as by his household troops. 
In the rear of these soldiers came a numerous ^tat-major, 
among whom were distinguished the Mar^chals Victor, 
Marmont, Macdonald, Oudinot, Gouvion St. Cyr, Moncey, 
and Lefebvre. An immense concourse of citizens re- 
ceived, with acclamations, the legitimate monarch; and 
the females were observed to be particularly eager in 
their expressions of joy. Thus was Louis again installed 
in the palace of his ancestors, over which the white 
banner once more floated. Here, therefore, ended, that 
short ^>€tce, filled with so much that is wonderful, that 
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period of an Hundred Days, in which the events of a 
century seemed to be contained. 

Our history returns to its principal object. Buonaparte 
arrived at Rochefort upon the 3rd July; so short had 
been the space between the bloody cast of the die at 
* Waterloo and his finding himself an exile. Yet even 
tMs brief space of fifteen d^ys had made his retreat 
difficnR, if not impracticable. Means, indeed, were pro- 
vided for his transportation. The two French frigates, 
the Saal^ and the Medusa, together with the Balladihre, 
a corvette, and the E'pervier, a large brig, waited Buona- 
parte’s presence, aiAi orders to sail for America from their 
station under the Isle d’Aix. But, as Napoleon himself 
said shortly afterwards, wherever there was water to 
swim a ship, there he was sure to find the British flag. 

The news of the defeat at Waterloo had been the signal 
to the Admiralty cover the western coast of France 
with cruisers, in order to prevent the possibility of 
Napoleon’s escaping by sea from any of the ports in that 
direction Admiral Lord Keith, an ofiicer of great ex- 
perience and activity, then commander-in-chief of the 
Channel fleet, had made a most judicious disposition of 
the fleet under his command, by stationing an inner line 
of cruisers, of various descriptions, off the principal ports 
between Brest and Bayonne, with an exterior line, neces- 
sarily more widely extended, betwixt Ushant and Cape 
Finisterre. The commanders of these vessels had the 
strictest orders to suffer no vessel to pass unexamined. No 
less than thirty ships of different descriptions maintained 
this" blockade. According to this arrangement, the British . 
line-of -battle ship, the Bellerophon, cruised off Rochefort,’ 
with the occasional assistance of the Slaney, the Phoebe, 
and other small vessels, sometimes present, and sometimes 
detached, as the service might require. Captain Mait- 
land, who commanded the Bellerophon, is a man of high 
character in his profession, of birth, of firmness of mind, 
and of the most indisputable honour. It is necessary to 
mention these circumstances, because the national char- 
acter of England herself is deeply concerned and identified 
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with that of Captain Maitland in the narrative which 
follows. 

The several orders under which this officer acted, ex- 
pressed the utmost anxiety about intercepting Buona- 
parte’s flight, and canvassed the different probabilities 
concerning its direction. His attention was at a later 
date particularly directed to the frigates in Aix rdads, 
and the report concerning their destination. Admiral 
Hotham writes to Captain Maitland, 8th July, 1^15, the 
following order: — ^ 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having every reason 
to believe that Napoleon Buonaparte meditates his escape, with his 
family, from France to America, you are hereby required and 
directed, in pursuance of orders from their Lordships, signified to 
me by Admiral the Eight Honourable Viscount Keith, to keep the' 
most vigilant look-out, for the purpose of intercepting him ; and to 
make the strictest search of any vessel you may fall in with ; and if 
you should be so fortunate as to intercept lilm, you are to transfer 
nim and his family to the ship you command, and, there keeping 
him in careful custody, return to the nearest port in England (going 
into Torbay in preference to Plymouth) with all possible expedition; 
and, on your arrival, you are not to permit any communication 
whatever with the shore, except as hereinafter directea; and you 
will be held responsible for keeping the whole transaction a pro- 
found secret, until you receive their Lordships’ further orders. 

“ In case you sliould arrive at a port where there is a flag-officer, 
you are to send to acquaint him with the circumstances, strictly 
charging the officer sent on shore with your letter not to divulge its 
contents; and if there should be no flag-officer at the port where 
you arrive, you are to send one letter express to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, and another to Admiral Lord Keith, with strict injunc- 
tions of secrecy to each officer who may be the l^arer of them.” 

We give these orders at full length, to show that they 
left Captain Maitland no authority to make conditions 
or stipulations of surrender, or to treat Napoleon other- 
wise than as an ordinary prisoner of war. 

Captain Maitland proceeded to exercise all the vigilance 
which an occasion so interesting demanded; and it was 
soon evident that the presence of the Bdlerophon was axi 
absolute bar to Napoleon’s escape by means of the frigates, 
unless it should be attempted by emeu forCe. In this 
latter ease, the British officer had formed his pla*»L of 
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bearing down upon and disabling the one vessex, and 
throwing on board of her a hundred men selected for the 
purpose, while the Bellerophon set sail with all speed in 
pursuit of her consort, and thus made sure of both. He 
had also two small vessels, the Slaney and the Phcebe, 
wMc]b he could attach to the pursuit of the frigate, so as 
*at ieist to keep her in view. This plan might have 
failed by accident, but it was so judiciously laid as to 
have every chance of being successful ; and it seems that 
Napoleon , received no encouragement from the com- 
manders of the frigates to try the event of a forcible 
escape. 

The scheme of a secret flight was next meditated. A 
chosse-mar^e, a peculiar species of vessel, used only in 
the coasting trade, was to be fitted up and manned with 
young probationers of the navy, equivalent to our mid- 
shipmen, This,Jt was thought, might elude the vigilance 
of such British cruisers as wore in-shore; but then it 
must have been a suspicious object at sea, and the possi- 
bility of its being able to make the voyage to America, 
was cons^idered as precarious. A Danish corvette was 
next purchased, and as, in leaving the li arbour, it was 
certain she would be brought to and examined by the 
English, a place of concealment was contrived, being a 
cask supplied with air-tubes, to be stowed in the hold of 
the vessel, in which it was intended Napoleon should lie 
concealed. But the extreme rigour with which the 
search was likely to be prosecuted, and the corpulence of 
Buonaparte, which would not permit him to remain long 
in a- close or constrained position, made this as well as 
other hopeless contrivances be laid aside. 

There were undoubtedly at this time many proposals 
made to the ex-Emperor by the army, who, compelled to 
retreat behind the Loire, were still animated by a thirst 
of revenge, and a sense of injured honour. There is no 
doubt that they would have received Napoleon with 
acclamation; but if he could not, or would not, pursue a 
course so desperate in 1814>, when he had sffll a consider- 
able army, and a respectable extent of territory remain- 
ing, it murt have seemed much more ineligible M 1815, 
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when his numbers were so much more disproportioned 
than they had formerly been, and when his best generals 
had embraced the cause of the Bourbons, or fled out of 
France. Napoleon’s condition, had he embraced this 
altern^.tive, would have been that of the chief of a roving 
tribe of warriors, struggling for existence, with equal 
misery to themselves and the countries through which**' 
they wandered, until at length broken down and destrd^^ed 
by superior force. • 

Rejecting this expedient, and all others having been 
found equally objectionable, the only alternative which 
remained was to surrender his person, either to the allied 
powers |bs a body, or to any one of •'them in particular. 
The former course would have been difficult, unless 
Napoleon had adopted the idea of resorting to it earlier, 
which, in the view of his escape by sea, he had omitted 
to dq* Neither had he time to negotiate with any of the 
allied sovereigns, or oi travelling back to Paris for the ' 
purpose with any chance of personal safety, for the 
Royalists were now everywhere holding the ascendancy, 
and more than one of his generals had been attt^ked and 
killed by them. 

He was cooped up, therefore, in Rochefort, although 
the white flag was already about to be hoisted there, 
and the commandant respectfully hinted the necessity of 
his departure. It must have been anticipated by Napoleon 
that he might be soon deprived of the cover of the batteries 
of the isle of Aix. The fact is (though we believe not 
generally known), that on the 18th July, LorjJ Castlereagh 
wrote to Admiral Sir Henry Hotham, commanding off 
Cape Finisterre, suggesting to him the propriety of 
attacking, with a part of his force, the two frigates in . 
the roads of the isle d’Aix, having first informed the 
commandant that they did so in the capacity of allies of 
the King of France, and placing it upon his responsibility 
if he fired on them from the batteries. Napoleon could 
not, indeed, know for certain, that such a plan was 
actually in existence, and about to be attempted, but 
yet must haVe been aware of its probability, when the 
Royalist party were becoming everywhere superior, and 
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their emblems were assumed in the neighbouring town 
of Rochelle. It is, therefore, in vain to state Buonaparte's 
subsequent conduct as a voluntary confidence reposed by 
him in the honour of England. He was precisely in the 
condition of the commandant of a besieged town, who 
has the choice of surrendering or encountering the risks 
••of istorm. Neither was it open for him to contend that 
he Selected the British, out of stll the other allied powers, 
with whom to treat upon this occasion. Like the com- 
mandant in the case above supposed, he was under the 
necessity bf surrendering to those who were the imme- 
diate besiegers, and, therefore, he was compelled to apply 
for terms of safety to him who alone possessed the direct 
power of granting it, that is, to Captain Frederick Mait- 
land, of the Bellerophon. 

Napoleon opened a communication with this officer 
on the 10th July, by two of his attendants, General 
Savary and Count Las Cases, under pretence of inquiring 
about a safe-conduct — a passport which Napoleon pre- 
tended to expect from England, and which, he said, had 
been proypised to him, without stating by whom. Under 
this round assertion, for which there was not the slightest 
ground, Messrs. Savary and Las Cases desired to know, 
whether Captain Maitland would permit tlie frigates to 
sail with him uninterrupted, or at least give him leave to 
proceed in a neutral vessel. Captain Maitland, without 
hesitation, declared that he would not permit any armed 
vessel to put to sea from the port of Rochefort. “ It was 
equally out of his power,'’ he stated, “ to allow the Em- 
peror to proceed in a neutral vessel, without the sanction 
of Admiral Hotham, his commanding officer.” He offered 
to write to that officer, however, and the French gentle- 
men having assented, he wrote, in their presence, to the 
admiral, announcing the communication he had received, 
and requesting orders for his guidance. This was all but 
a prelud e to the real subject of negotiation. The Duke 
of Ro^go (Savary) and Count Las Gases remained two 
or three hours on board, and said all they could to im- 
press Captain Maitland with the idea tlml Napoleon’s 
retirement was a matter of choice, not of compulsion, 
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that it was the interest of Britain to consent to his 

e to America; a measure, they said, which was solely 
ed to him by humanity, and a desire to save human 
blood. Captain Maitland asked the natural question, 
which we give in his own words: — 

‘“Supposing the British government should be induced to^ant^ 
a passport for Buonaparte^s going to America, what pledge (^,uld* 
he give that he would not retbm, and put England, as well as all 
Europe, to the same expense of blood and treasure that has Just been 
incurred?* 

“General Savary made the following reply: — ‘When the Emperor 
first abdicated the throne of France, his removal was brought about 
by a faction, at the head of which was Talleyrand, and the sense' of 
the nation was not consulted: but in the Resent instance he has 
voluntarily resigned the power. The influence he once had over the 
French people is past; a very considerable change has taken place in 
their sentiments towards him, since he went' to Elba; and he could 
never regain the power he had over their minds; therefore, he would 
prefer retiring into obscurity, where be migjjt end his days in peace 
and tranquillity; and were he solicited to ascend the throne again, 
be would decline it.* 

“ * If that is the case,' said Captain Maitland, ‘ why not ask an 
asylum in England?* Savary answered, ‘There are many reasons 
for his not wishing to reside in England; the climate ip too damp 
and cold; it is too near France; he would be, as it were, in the 
centre of every change and revolution that might take place there, 
and would be subject to suspicion; he has been accustomed to con- 
sider the English as his most inveterate enemies, and they have been 
induced to look upon him as a monster, without one of the virtues 
of a human being.’ ** 

Captain Knight of the Falmouth was present during 
the whole of this conversation, from which Captain Mait- 
land, like an able diplomatist, drew a conclusion respecting 
the affairs of Napoleon, exactly opposite from that which 
they endeavoured to impress upon him, and concluded 
that he must be in extremity. 

On the 14th July, Count Las Cases again came on 
boa^ the BellerophoTiy now attended by General Count 
L*AIlemand. The pretext of the visit was, to learn 
whether Captain Maitland had received any answer 
from the admiral. Captain Maitland observed, the visit 
on that account was unnecessary, as he would have for- 
warded the answer so soon as received; and added^ he did 



not approve of frequent communication by flags of truce; 
thus repelling rather than inviting them. The conference 
was resumed after breakfast, Captain Maitland having, 
in the meantime, sent for Captain Sartorius of the 
Slaney^ to be witness of what passed. In this most im- 
poltaut conference, we hold it unjust to Captain Maitland 
•tp, Ae any other words than his own, copied from his 
tJotJrijfil, the original of whifli^we have ourselves bad the 
advant^e of seeing: — 

** When breakfaut was over, we retired to the after-cabin. Count 
Las Cases tnen said, ‘The Emperor is so anxious to spare the furthei 
effusion of human blood that he will proceed to America in any way 
the British Goverumen# chooses to sanction, either in a French ship 
of war, a vessel armed en Jiute, a merchant vessel, or even in a British 
ship of war.’ To this I ahswered, have no authority to agree to 
any arrangement of that sort, nor do I believe my Government 
would consent to it; but I think I may venture to receive him into 
this ship, and convey him to England; ify however^ I added, ^he 
adopts that plan, 1 cannot enter into any p'omise as to the reception he 
may meet with, as, even in the case I have mentioned, 1 shall he actina 
on my own responsihility, and cannot be sure that it would meet mth 
the approbation of the Brituh (JovernmerU.^ 

“There was a great deal of conversation on this subject, in the 
course of which Lucien Buonaparte's name was mentioned, and the 
manner in which he had lived in England alluded to; but I invariably 
assured Las Cases most explicitly that I had no authority to make 
conditions of any sort, as to Napoleon's reception in England. In 
fact, I could not have done otherwise, since, with the exception of 
the order, 'I had no instructions for my guidance, and was, of course, 
in total ignorance of the intention of his Majesty's Ministers as to 
his future disposal. One of the last observations Las Cases made, 
before quitting the ship, was, ‘Under all circumstances, I have little 
doubt that you will see the Emperor on board the Bellerophon f 
and, in fact, Buonaparte must have determined on that step before 
Las Oases came on board, as his letter to liis Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent is dated the 13th of J uly, the day before this conver- 
sation.” 

The Count Las Cases givea nearly a similar detail of 
circumstances, with a colouring which is exaggerated, 
and an arrangement of dates which is certainly inaccu^ 
rate. It must also be noticed that Count Las Cases 
dissembled his acquaintance with the English language; 
and, therefore, if any mistake hed occurr^ betwix;t him 
and Captain Maitland, who spoke French with difficulty. 
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he had hithself so far to blame for it. Of the visit on 
Ifbard the BeUerophon on the 10th, after giving the same 
statement as Captain Maitland, concerning the applica- 
tion for the passports, the Count states, “It was suggested 
to us to go to England, and we were assured we had no 
room to fear any bad treatment ”. . 

On the 14th, being the date of his second visiC, he* 
states that there was a repetition of the invitatiorf ' to 
England, and the terms on which it was recom^i ended. 

“ Captain Maitland,’’ he says, “ told him, that if the 
Emperor chose immediately to embark, he had*authority 
to receive him on board, and conduct him to England.” 
This is so expressed as to lead the reftider to believe that 
Captain Maitland spoke to the Count of some new direc- 
tions or orders which he had received, or preter^ded to 
have received, concerning Buonaparte. Such an inference 
would be entirely erroneous; no new^ or extended autho- 
rity was received by Captain Maitland, nor was he 
capable of insinuating the existence of such. His sole 
instructions were contained in the orders of Admiral 
Ifotham, quoted at p. 138, directing him, shoulc^be be so 
fortunate as to intercept Buonaparte, to transfer him to 
the ship he commanded, to make sail for a British port, 
and, when arrived there, to communicate instantly witli 
the port-admiral, or with the Admiralty. 

Count Las Cases makes Captain Maitland proceed to 
assure him and Savary, that, “ in his own private opinion, 
Napoleon would find in England all the respect and good 
treatment to which he could make any pretension; that 
there the Princes and Ministers did not exercise, the 
absolute authority used on the continent, and that the 
English people had a liberality of opinion, and generosity 
of sentiment, superior to that entertained by sovereigns”. 
Count Las Cases states himself to have replied to thd 
ji anegyric on England, by an oration in praise of Buona- 
parteT in which he described him as retiring from a con- 
test which he had yet the means of suppbHin^, in order 
that his name and rights might not serve .as a pretext 
to prolong civil war. The Count, according to his own 
narrative, conclude4sby saying, that, " under all the cir- 



cumstances, he^ thought the Emperor mights »oome on * 
board the Bellerophon, and go to England^with Captain 
Maitland, for. the purpose of receiving passports for 
America”. Captain Maitland desired it should b4 un- 
derstood that he by no means warranted » that such 
would be granted. ^ 

• the bottom of my heart,” says Las Cases, “ I never 

supposed the passports woufd he granted to us; but, as 
the Emperor had resolved to remain in future a personal 
stranger to political events, we saw, without alarm, the 
probabilitff that we might be prevented from leaving 
Eip^land; but to that point all our fears and suppositions 
Were limited. Sudi, too, was doubtless the belief of 
Maitland. I do him, as well as the other officers, the 
justice to believe that he was sincere and of good faith 
in the if)ainting they drew us of the sentiments of the 
English nation.” 

The envoys returficd to Napoleon, who held, according 
to Las Cases, a sort of council, in which they considered 
all the chances. The plan of the Danish vessel, and that 
of the clj||isse-mar^e, were given up as too perilous; the 
British cruiser was pronounced too strong to be attacked; 
there remained only the alternative of Napoleon's joining 
the troops, and renewing the war, or accepting Captain 
Maitland’s offer by^ going on board the Belterophon. The 
'former was rejected; the latter plan adopted, and “then”, 
says M. Las Cases, ''Napoleon 'unvote to the Prince Regent’*. 
The letter follows, but it is remarkable that the date is 
omitted.' This is probably the reason why Count Las 
Cases did not discover that his memory was betraying 
him, since that date mus^ have reminded him that the^ 
letter was written before, hot after, the conference of the 
14th July. 

From this narrative two things are plain ; I. That no 
terms of capitulation were made with Captain Maitland. 

II. That it is the object of Count Las Cases to insinuate 
the belief thab it was in consequepce of the arguments 
used by Captain Maitland, suppPrW by the British offi- 
cers present, that Las Cases was |fi<J^d to recommend, 
and Napoleon to adopt, the step cf .iijteendering himself 
turn) K 



(^ toard the Sdlerophon. But this whoU inference i» 
die|>roved by two small ciphers; the date, uapaCly, Of 13th 
July on the letter addressed to the Prince Begent, 
which, therefore, could not, in the nature of things, have 
been written In consequence of a conference betwixt Las 
Cases and Captain Maitland, and a consultation betwixt 
Napoleon and his followers; which conference and/con- ^ 
sultation did not take pla^e^ till the Hth of July! The 
resolution was taken and the letter written the day be- 
fore all those glowing descriptions of the English people 
were put into the mouth of Captain Maitlandc; and the 
faith of Napoleon was grounded upon the impersonal 
suggestion to go to England, made^to Las Cases and 
Savary on their first visit to the Bellerophon, The visit 
of the 14th, doubtless, confirmed the resolution which “ 
had been adopted the preceding day. 

No delay now intervened. On the same 14th of July, 
General Baron Gourgaud was sent ofT with the letter, so 
often mentioned, addressed to the Prince Regent, which 
was in these well-known terms: 


“ Rochefort, July 13|A, 1816. 

Royal HioHNKSSi * 

A victim to the factions which distract my country, and to the 
enmity of the greatest powers of Europe, I have terminated my 
political career, and I come, like Themistocles, to throw myself upon 
the hospitality of the British people. I put myself under the pro- 
tection of their laws ; which 1 claim from your Royal Highness, as 
the most powerful, the most constant, and the most generous of my 
enemies. 

Napoleon,” 


Captain Maitland informed Count Las Coses that he 
would despatch General Gourgaud to England, by the 
Slaney, and himself prepare to receive Napoleon and his 
suite. General Gourgaud proposed to write to Count 
Bertrand instantly, when, in presence and hearing of his 
brother oflScers, Captains Sartorius and Gambier, Captain 
Maitland gave another instance of his anxiety not to be 
misunderstood on this important occasioih^:^ 

> “ When General Gourgaud was about tpVrite the letter, to pre- 
vent any future misunderstanding, I said, 'Id. las Gaaee^i^ou will 
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recollect that I am not authorized to at^pulate ^ to r^ptioniliif f 
Buonaparte in England, but that hannjst consider hunself entire)^ 
at the dfeposal^f Tiis Boyal Highness the JE^rinoe H^ent \ He an- 
swered, *I am perfectly aware of that, and have already acquainted 
the Emperor wi^ what you said on the subject \** ^ 


Captain Maitlaiid subjoins the following natural and 
.just remark: — 

might, perhaps, have been better if this declaration had been 
given in^n official written form ; and could I have foreseen the dis- 
cussions which afterwards took place, and which will appear in the 
sequel, I undoubtedly should have done so; but, as 1 repeatedly 
made it in the presence of witnesses, it did not occur to me as being 
necessary; and how eould a stronger proof be adduced that no 
stipulations were agreed to re3})ecting the reception of Buonaparte 
in England, than the fact of their not being reduced to writing? 
“ which certainly would have been the case had any favourable terms 
been demanded on the part of M. Las Cases, and agreed to by me ” 


To conclude the e vidence on this subject we add Cap- 
tain Maitland’s letter, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty on 14th July: 

«Fqr the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, I have to acquaint you that the Count Las Cases and 
General L^Allemand this day came on board his Majesty’s ship under 
my command, with a proposal from Count Bertrand for me to re- 
ceive on board Napoleon Buonaparte, for the purpose of throwing 
himself on the generosity of the JPriiice Begent. Conceiving myself 
authorized by their lordships’ secret order, I have acceded to the pro- 
posal, and he is to embark on board this ship to-morrow mofning 
That no, misunderstanding might arise, I have explicitly and clearly 
explained to Count Las Cases that I have no authority whatever 
for granting terms of any sort, but that all I can do is to carry him 
and his suite to England, to be received in such manner as his Boyal 
Hightiw may deem expedient.” 


Is it in human nature to suppose that a British officer, 
with two others of the same rank as witnesses of the 
whole negotiation, would have expressed himself other- 
wise than as truth warranted, in a case which was sure 
to be so strictly inquired into? 

On the 15th July, 1816, Napoleon finally left France, 
to the history of which he had added so much of victory; 
sauftuch of defeat; the country wbi<#i his rise Bad 
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saved from civir discord and foreign invasion, and which 
his fall consigned to both; in a word, that fair land to 
which he had been so long as a Deity, and was in future 
to be of less import than the meanest peasant on the soil. 
He was accompanied by four of his generals — Bertrand, 
Savary, DAllemand, and Montholon, and by County Las 
Cases, repeatedly mentioned as counsellor of stat^ Ofc 
these, Bertrand and MontkoTbn had their ladies on bo«rd, 
with three children belonging to Count Bertrand, ^nd one 
of Count Montholon’s. The son of Las Cases accompanied 
the Emperor as a page. There were nine officers l)f inferior 
rank, and thirty-nine domestics. The principal persons 
were received on board the Bellerophon, the others in 
the corvette. 

Buonaparte came out of Aix roads on board of the 
Epewier. Wind and tide being against the brig, Captain 
Maitland sent the barge of the Bellerophon to trans- 
port him to that ship. Most of the officers and crew of 
the Epervier had tears in their eyes, and they continued 
to cheer the Emperor while their voices could be heard. 
He was received on board the Bellerophon reFjpectfully, 
but without any salute or distinguished honours. As 
Captain Maitland advanced to meet him on the quarter- 
deck, Napoleon pulled off his hat, and, addressing him in 
a firm tone of voice, said, “ I come to place myself under 
the protection of your prince and laws His manner 
was uncommonly pleasing, and he displayed much address 
in seizing upon opportunities of saying things flattering 
to the hearers whom he wished to conciliate. 

As -when formerly on board Captain Ushers vessel, 
Buonaparte showed great curiosity concerning the dis- 
cipline of the ship, and expressed considerable surprise 
that the British vessels should so easily defeat the French 
ships, which were heavier, larger, and better manned than 
they. Captain Maitland accounted for this by the greater 
experience of the men and officers. The ex-Emperor 
examined the marines also, and, pleased With their ap- 
pearance, said to Bertrand, “How much might be done 
with an hundred thousand such men If* In the manage- 
ment of the vessel, he particularly admired the silence 
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and good order of the crew while going through their 
manoeuvres, in comparison to a French vessel, “where 
every one”, he i^aid, “talks and gives orders at once”. 
When about to quit the Bellerophon he adverted to the 
same subject, saying there had been less noise on board 
that; vessel, with six hundred men, in the whole passage 
► from . Rochefort, than the crew of the EpervieVi With 
only one hundred, had contrived to make between the 
Isle d'4ix and Basque roads. 

He spoke, too, of the British army in an equal style of 
praise, aiid was joined by his officers in doing so. One 
of the French officers observing that the English cavalry 
were superb, Captain Maitland observed that in England 
they had a higher opinion of the infantry. “ You are 
right,” said the French gentleman; “there is none such 
in the world; there is no making an impression on them; 
you might as well attempt to charge through a wall; and 
their fire is tremendous.” Bertrand reported to Captain 
Maitland that Napoleon had communicated to him his 
opinion of the Duke of Wellington in the following words: 
“The D^ike of Wellington, in the management of an 
army, is fulLy equal to myself, with the advantage of 
possessing more prudence”. This we conceive to be the 
genuine unbiassed opinion of one great soldier concerning 
another. It is a pity that Napoleon could on other occa- 
sions express himself in a strain of depreciation, which 
could only lower him who used it, towards a rival in the 
art of war. 

During the whole passage, notwithstanding his situa- 
tion and the painful uncertainty under which he laboured, 
Napoleon seemed always tranquil and in good temper; 
at times he even approached to cheerfulness. He spoke 
with tenderness of his wife and family, complained of 
being separated from them, and had tears in his eyes 
when he showed their portraits to Captain Maitland. 
His health seemed perfectly good; but he was occasion- 
ally subject to somnolency, proceeding, perhaps, from the 
exhaustion 6f a constitution which had gone through 
such severe service. 

On 23rd July they passed Ushant. Napoleon remained 
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long on deek, and cast many a melancholy look to the 
Coa«t of Franco, but made no observations. At day- 
break on 24t1i, the Bellerophon was off Dartmouth; and 
Buonaj]^rte was struck, first with the boldness of the 
coast, and then, as he entered Torbay, with the well- 
known beauty of the scenery’. “It reminded him,” he 
said, “of Porto Ferrajo, in ^Iba;” an association which 
must, at the moment, ha^e awakened strange remSm- 
brances in the mind of the deposed Emperor. f 

The Bellerophon had hardly anchored when orders 
came from the admiral. Lord Keith, which ^ere soon 
after seconded by others from the Admiralty, enjoining 
that no one, of whatever rank or station, should be per- 
mitted to come on board the Bellerophon, excepting the 
officers and men belonging to the ship. On the 26th, the 
vessel received orders to move round to Plymouth Sound. 

In the meantime, the newspapers which were brought 
on board tended to impress anxiety and consternation 
among the unhappy fugitives. The report was generally 
circulated by these periodical publications that Buona-" 
I parte would not be permitted to land, but would be 
presently,, sent off to 8t. Helena, as the safest place for 
detaining him as a prisoner of war. Napoleon himself 
became alarmed, and anxiously desirous of seeing Lord 
Keith, who had expressed himself sensible of some kind- 
ness which his nephew, Captain Elphinstone of the 7th 
Hussars, had received from the Emperor, when wounded 
and made prisoner at Waterloo. Such an interview 
accordingly took place betwixt the noble iidmiral and 
the late Emperor, upon the 28th July, but without any 
results of importance, as Lord Keith was not then pos- 
sessed of the decision of the British Government 

Thatfrenzy of popular curiosity which, predominating 
in all free states, seems to be earned to the utmost excess 
by the English nation, caused such numbers of boats to 
surround the Bellerophon, that, notwitlistanding the per- 
Oiiptory orders of the Admiralty, and in spite of the 
efforts of the man-of-war’s boats, which maintained 
constant guard round the ve&|sel, it was almost itnpossiMe 
to keep tmm at the prescri^bed distance of a cable’s-length 
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ttom the ship. They incurred the risk of being run 
down, of being, as they^ might apprehend, shot (for 
muskets were discharged for the purpose of intimidalipn), 
of all the dangers of a naval combat, rather than lose the 
opportunity of seeing the Emperor whom they had 
heard so much of. When, he appeared he was greeted 
»witli jhuzzas, whiqh he returned with bows, but could not 
help expressing his wonder 'at. the eagerness of popular 
ouriosity, which he was not accustomed to see in such a 
pitch of excitation. 

On the’ evening of the 30th of July, Major-general 
Sir Henrjr Bunbury, one of the Under Secretaries of 
State, arrived, bringing with him the final intentions of 
the British Government, for the disposal of Buonaparte 
and his suite. Upon the 31st, Lord Keith and Sir Henry 
waited upon the ex- Emperor, on board of the Bellero- 
to communicate to him the unpleasing tidings. 
They were accompahied by Mr. Meike, the secretary of 
Lord Keith, whose presence was deemed necessary as a 
witness to what passed. Napoleon received the Admiral 
and Unc|er Secretary of State with becoming dignity and 
calmness. The letter of Lord Melville (First Lord of the 
Admiralty) was read to the ex- Emperor, annottficing his 
future destination. It stated that *'it would be incon- 
sistent with the duty of the British Ministers to their 
sovereign and his allies to leave General Buonaparte the 
means or opportunity of again disturbing the peace of 
Europe — announced that the island of St. Helena was 
selected for his future residence, and selected os such, 
because its local situation would permit his enjoying 
more freedom than could be compatible with adequate 
security elsewhere — that, with the exception of (Generals 
Savary and L'Allemand, the General might select three 
oflBcers, together with his surgeon, to at&nd him to Sfe 
Helena — that twelve domestics would also be allowed 
The same document stated that “the persons who might 
attend upon him would be liable to a certain degree of 
restraint, and could not be permitted to leave the island 
without the sanction of the British Govemttient”. Lastly^ 
it was alinoimced that " Rear-Admiral Sir George Cock- 
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burn, appointed to the chief command of the Cape ^ of 
Good Hope, would be presently ready to sail, for the pur- 
pose of conveying General Buonaparte to St. Helena, and 
therefore it was desirable that he should without delay 
make choice of the persons who were to form his suite*’. 

The letter was read in French to Buonaparte by Sir 
Henry Bunbury. He listened without impatience, in- ^ 
terruption, or emotion of any kind. When he"' was 
requested to state if he hkd any reply, he began, with 
great calmness of manner and mildness of counfenance, 
to declare that he solemnly protested against ^he orders 
which had been read — that the British Ministry had no 
right to dispose of him in the way^proposed — that he 
appealed to the British people and the laws — and asked 
what was the tribunal which he ought to appeal to. “ I 
am come,” he continued, “ voluntarily to throw myself on 
the hospitality of your nation. I am not a prisoner of war, 
and if 1 was, have a right to be treaii/ed according to the 
law of nations. But I am come to this country a pas- 
senger on board one of your vessels, after a previous 
negotiation with the commander. If he had told me I 
was to be a prisoner, I would not have come. asked 
him if he was willing to receive me on board, and convey 
me to England. Admiral Maitland said he was, having 
received special orders of government concerning me. 
It was a snare, then, which had been spread for me; I 
came on board a British vessel as I would have entered 
one of their towns — a vessel, a village, it is the same thing. 
As for the island of St. Helena, it would be my sentence 
of death. I demand to be received as an English citizen. 
How many years entitle me to be domiciliated?^* 

Sir Henry^Bunbury answered that he believed four 
wei^ necessary. “Well, then,” continued Napoleon, “let 
the Prince Regent during that time place me under any 
superintendence he thinks proper — let me be placed in 
a country-huuse in the centre of the island, thirty leagues 
from every seaport — place a commissioned officer about 
me, to examine my correspondence and superintei|d my 
^actions; or if the Prince Regent should require my word 
of honour, perhaps I might give it. I might then enjoy 
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a certain degree of personal liberty, and I should have 
the freedom of literatuTe. In St. Helena I could n#t live 
three months; to my habits and constitution it would be 
death. I am used to ride twenty miles a day — what am 
I to do on that little rock^'at the end of the world? No! 
Botany Bay is better than St. Helena — I prefer death to 
»St. Helena — And what good is my death to do you? I 
am%n6 longer a sovereign. ^ ^hat danger could result 
from mj’ living as a private person in the heart of Eng- 
land, and restricted in any way which the Government 
should thSak proper?** . 

He referred repeatedly to the manner of his coming 
on board the Beller/jphon, insisting upon his being per- 
fectly free in his choice, and that he had preferred 
confiding to the hospitality and generosity of the British 
nation. 

Otherwise,’* he said, ‘‘ why should I not have gone to 
my father-in-law, ol^ to the Emi^eror Alexander, who is 
my personal friend? We have become enemies, because 
he wanted to annex Poland to his dominions, and my 
popularity among the Poles was in his way. But other- 
wise he was my friend, and he wo\ild not have treated 
me in this way. If your Government act thus, it will 
disgrace you in the eyes of Europe. Even your own 
people will blame it. Besides, you do not know the feel- 
ing that my death will create both in France and Italy. 
There is, at present, a high opinion of England in these 
countries. If you kill me, it will be lost, and the lives 
of many English will be sacrificed. What was there to 
force me to the step I took ? The tri-coloured flag was 
still 'flying at Bourdeaux, Nantes, and Rochefort. The 
army has not even yet submitted. Or, if I had chosen to 
remain p, France, ipv'hat was there to prevent me ff^m 
remaining concealed for years amongst a people so much 
attached to me?” 

He then returned to his negotiation with Captain 
Maitland, and dwelt on the honours and attentions shown 
to hpl personally by thsdi^ officer and Admiral Hotham. 
‘‘And, after all, it wos only a snare for me!” Helagain,^^^ 
enlarged on the disgrace to England which was impend- 
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in^. " I hold out to the Prince Regent, ** he said, ^ the 
brightest page in his history, in, placing myself at his 
discretion. I have made war upon you for twenty years, 
andJI give you the highest proof of confidence by volun- 
tarily giving myself into the hands of my most inveterate 
and constant enemies. Remember,” he continued, “ yhat 
I have been, and how I stood among the sovereigns of# 
Europe. This courted my protection — that gave tn^his 
daughter — all sought for my friendship. I was l^mperor, 
acknowledged by all the powers in Europe, except Great 
Britain, and she had acknowledged me as Chisf Consul. 
Your Government has no right to term me General 
Buonaparte” he added, pointing with his finger to the 
offensive epithet in Lord Melville’s letter. “ I am Prince, 
or Consul, and ought to be treated as such, if treated 
with at all. When I was at Elba, I was at least as much 
a sovereign in that island as Louis on^ the throne of 
France. We had both our respective flags, our shijps, 
our troops. Mine, to be sure,” he said with a smile, 
were rather on a small scale — I had six hundred soldiers, 
and he had two hundred thousand. At lengtl^ I made 
war upon him, defeated him, and dethroned him. But 
there was nothing in this to deprive me of my rank as 
one of the sovereigns of Europe!” 

During this interesting scene, Napoleon ^oke with 
little interruption from Lord Keith and Sir Bfenry Bun- 
bury, who declined replying to his remonstrances, stating 
themselves to be unauthorized to enter into discussions, 
as their only duty was to convey the intentions of 
Government to Napoleon, and transmit his answer, if he 
charged them with any. He repeated again and again 
his oeterraination not to go to St. Helena, and his desire 
to be suffered to remain in Great Britain. 

Sir Henry Bunbury then said he was certain that St. 
Helena had been selected as the place of his residence, 
because its local situation allowed freer scope for eifercise 
and indulgence than could have been permitted in any 
part of Great Britain. 

'^No, no,” repeated Buona^rte, with animation, "I 
will not go there ! You would no^ go there, sir, were it 
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' toixr own case — ^nor, my lord, would you.*' Lord Keith 
bowed and answered — “He had been already at St. 
Helena four times”. Napoleon went on reiterating his 
protestations against bein^ imprisoned, or sent t^ St. 
Helena, “I ^ldll not go thither,” he repeated; “I am not 

Hercules ” (with a smile), “ but you shall not conduct 
•me St. Helena. I prefer death in this placa You 
fotilVd me free, send me ba^lg* again; replace me in the 
Cfirndition in which I was, or permit me to go to 
America.” 

He dwelt much on his resolution to die rather than to 
go to St. Helena; he had no great reason, he said, to 
wish for life. He \irged the Admiral to take no farther 
steps to remove him into the Northumberland, before 
Government should have been informed of what he had 
said, and have signified their final decision. He conjured 
Sir Henry Bullbury to use no delay in communicating 
his answer to Government, and referred himself to Sir 
Henry to put it into form. After some cursory questions 
and pauses, he again returned to the pressing subject, 
and urged the same arguments as before. “He had 
expected,” he said, “to have had liberty to land, and 
settle himself in the country, some commissioner being 
named to attend him, who would be of great use for 
a year or two to teach him what he had to do. You 
could choose,” he said, “some respectable man, for the 
English service must have officers distinguished for 
probity and honour; and do not put about me an in- 
triguing pei;8on, who would only play the spy, and make 
cftbajs.” He declared again his determination not to go 
to St Helena; and this interesting interview was con- 
cluded. 

After the Admiral and Sir Henry Bunbury had left 
the cabin, Napoleon recalled Lord Keith, whom, in respect 
of his former attention to his lordship’s relative, Captain 
Elpl^stone, he might consider as more favourable to his 
person. 

NaMleon opened the oonversation by asking Lord 
Keitns advice how io conduct himself. Lord Keith ; 
replied that he was an officer, and had discharged lik 
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duty, and left with him the heads of his instructions. 
If he considered it necessary to renew the discussion, 
Sir Henry Bunhury must be called in. Buonaparte said 
that ^vas unnecessary. ‘‘ Can you/' said he, “ after what 
is passed, detain me until I hear from London?” Lord 
Keith replied that must depend on the instructions 
brought by the other admiral, with which he was ^unac- « 
quainted. ‘'Was there any tribunal,” he asked, “to which 
he could apply?” Lord Keith answered that he. was no 
civilian, but believed that there was none whatever. 
He added that he was satisfied there was every disposi- 
tion on the part of the British Government to render 
his. situation as comfortable as pru(ience would permit. 
“How so?” said Napoleon, lifting the paper from the 
table, and speaking with animation. Upon Lord Keith's 
observing that it was surely preferable to being con- 
fined to a smaller space in England, or being sent to 
France, or perhaps to Russia. “Russia!” exclaimed 
Buonaparte, “God preserve me from it!^ 

During this remarkable scene Napoleon's manner was 
perfectly calm and collected, his voice equal apd firm, 
his tones very pleasing. Once or twice only ne spoke 
more rapidly, and in a harsher key. He used little 
gesticulation, and his attitudes were ungraceful; but the 
action of the head was dignified, and the countenance 
remarkably soft and placid, without any marks of 
severity. He seemed to have made up his mind, antici- 
pating what was to be announced, and perfectly prepared 
to reply. In expressing his positive determination not 
to go to St. Helena, he left it to his hearers to infer, 
whether he meant to prevent his removal by suicide, or 
to resist it by force. 

The interest attaching to the foregoing interview 
betwixt Napoleon and the gentlemen sent to announce 
his doom loses much, when we regard it in a great 
measure as an empty personification of feeling, a well- 
painted passion which was not in reality felt. Napo- 
leon, as will presently appear, was not serious in averring 
that he had any encouragement from Captain Maitland 
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to come on board his^ ship, save in the character of a 
prisoner, to be placed at the Prince Regent's discretion. 
Neither had he the most distant idea oi preventing his 
removal to the Northumberland, either by violence to 
himself or anyone else. Both topics of declamation 
wer^^ only used for show — the one to alarm the sense of 
•honour entertained by the Prince Regent and the people 
of ^England, and the othekV^to work upon their hu- 
manit}r ^ 

There is little doubt that Napoleon saw the probability 
of the Sk Helena voyage, so soon as he surrendered 
himself to the captain of the Bellerophon. He had 
affirmed, that there^was a purpose of transferring him to 
St. Helena or St. Lucie, even before he left Elba; and if 
he thought the English capable of sending him to such 
banishment while ho was under the protection of the 
treaty of Fontainebleau, he could hardly suppose that they 
would scruple to eiecute such a purpose, after his own 
conduct had deprived him of all the immunities with 
which that treaty had invested him. 

Nevei^Jheless, while aware that his experiment might 
possibly thus terminate, Napoleon may have hoped a 
better issue, and conceived himself capable of cajoling 
the Prince Regent and his administration into hazarding 
the safety and the peace of Europe, in order to display a 
Quixotic generosity towards an individual whose only 
plea for deserving it was that he had been for twenty 
years their mortal enemy. Such hopes he may have 
entertained; for it cannot be thought that he would 
acknowledge even to himself the personal disqualifications 
which rendered him, in the eyes of all Europe, unworthy 
of trust or confidence. His expectation of a favourable 
reception did not go so far, in all likelihood, as those of 
the individual among his followers who believed that 
Napoleon would receive the Order of the Garter from 
the Prince Regent; but he might hope to be permitted to 
reside in Britain on the same terms as his brother Lucien 
had done. 

Doubtless he calculated upon, and perhaps overrated, 
all these more favourable chances. Yet, if the worst 



shquld arrive, he saw even in that worst, that island of 
St. Helena itself, the certainty of personal safety, which 
he could not be assured of in any despotic country, where, 
as he himself must have known pretty well, an obnoxious 
prisoner, or detenu, may lose his life par negligence, 
without any bustle or alarm being excited upon ^ the 
occasion. Upon the 16th August, while on his passage,, 
to St. Helena, he frankly ^a^nowledged that though he 
had been deceived in the reception he had expected from 
the English, still, harshly and unfairly as he thought 
himself treated, he found comfort from knowiv^g that he 
was under the protection of British laws, which he could 
not have enjoyed had he gone to anojther country, where 
his fate would have depended upon the caprice of. an 
individual. This we believe to be the real secret Of his 
rendition to England, in preference to his father-in-law 
of Austria, or his friend in Russia. He might, in the 
first-named country, be kept in c\fl3tody, more or less 
severe, but he would be at least secure from perishing of 
some political disease. Even while at St. Helena, he 
allowed, in an interval of good-tempered candour, that, 
comparing one place of exile to another, St. Helena was 
entitled to the preference. In higher latitudes, he ob- 
served, they would have suffered from cold, and in any 
other tropical island they would have been burned to 
death. At St. Helena the country was wild and savage, 
the climate monotonous and unfavourable to health, but 
the temperature was mild and pleasing. 

The allegation on which Napoleon had insisted so 
much, namely, that Captain Maitland had pledged himself 
for his good reception in England, and received hitn on 
board his vessel, not as a prisoner, but as a guest, became 
now an important subject of investigation. All the while 
Napoleon had been on board the Bellerophon, he had 
expressed the greatest respect for Captain Maitland, and 
a sense of his civilities totally inconsistent with the idea 
that he conceived himself betrayed by him. He had 
even soucided that officer, by the means of Madame 
Bertrand, to know whether he would accept a present of 
hie portrait set with diamonds, which Captain Maitland 
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requested might not be oflTered^ as h^ was determined to 
demine it 

Oh the 6th of August, Count Las Cases, for the first 
time, hinted to Captain Maitland, that he had understood 
him to have given an assurance, that Napoleon should be 
wel^ received in England. Captain Maitland replied, it 
^was impossible the Count could mistake him so far, since 
he had expressly stated he c^ujd make no promises; but 
that he thought his orders would bear him out in receiv- 
ing Na^leon on board, and conveying him to England, 
He reminded the Count that he had questioned him 
(Captain Maitland) repeatedly, as to his private opinion, 
to which he could gnly answer that he had no reason 
to think Napoleon would be ill received. Las Cases had 
nothing to offer in reply. Upon the same 6th August, 
Napoleon himself spoke upon the subject, and it will be 
observed how very different his language was to Captain 
Maitland from that ’^/hich he held in his absence. “ They 
say,” he remarked, ‘‘that I made no conditions. Cer- 
tainly I made no oomiitions. How could an individual 
enter into terms with a nation? I wanted nothing of 
them bu? hospitality, or, as the ancients would express 
it, air and water. As for you. Captain, I have no cause 
of complaint; your conduct has been that of a man of 
honour.” 

The investigation of this matter did not end here, for 
the ungrounded assertion that Captain Maitland had 
granted some conditions, expressed or implied, was no 
sooner repelled than it was again revived. 

On the 7th, Count Las Cases having a parting inter- 
view "with Lord Keith, for the purpose of delivering to 
him a protest on the part of Buonaparte, “I was in the 
act of telling him,” said the Count, “ that Captain Mait- 
land had said he was authorized to carry us to London, 
without letting us suspect that we were to be regarded 
as prisoners of war; and that the captain could not deny 
that we came freely and in good faith ; that the letter 
from the Emperor to the Prince of Wales, of the exist- 
ence of which I had given Captain Maitland information," 
must necessarily have created tacit conditions, since he bad 
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made no observation on Here the Admiral’® impa^ 
tience, nay, anger, broke forth. He said to him sharply, 
that in that case Captain Maitland was a fool, since his 
instructions contained not a word to such a purpose ; and 
this he should surely know, since it was he, Lprd Keith, 
who issued them. Count Las Cases still persevered, 
stating that his lordship spoke with a hasty severity, for,> 
which he might be himseJJ^ responsible; since the*^ other 
ofBcers, as well as Rear-admiral Hotham, had expressed 
themselves to the same effect, which could not have been 
the case had the letter of instructions beenf>so clearly 
expressed, and so positive, as his lordship seemed to 
think. './ f 

Lord Keith, upon this statement of Count Las Cases, 
called upon Captain Maitland for the most ample account 
he could give of the communications which he had had 
with the Count, previous to Napoleon’s coming on board 
the Belleroplion. Captain Maitlanfi, of course, obeyed, 
and stated at full length the manner in which the French 
frigates lay blockaded, the great improbability of their 
eflecting an escape, and the considerable risk tl:^ey would 
have run in attempting it; the application to him, first 
by Savary iind Las Cases, afterwards by Las Cases and 
Gourgaud; his objecting to the frequent flags of truce; 
his refusal to allow Buonaparte to pass to sea, oither in 
French ships of war, or in a neutral vessel; his consent- 
ing to carry to England the late Emperor and his suite, 
to be at the disposal of the Prince Regent, with his 
cautions to them, again and again renewed, in the 
presence of Captain Sartorius and Captain Gambier, 
that he could grant no stipulations or conditions what- 
ever. These officers gave full evidence to the same 
effect, by their written attestations. If, therefore, the 
insinuation of Count Las Cases, for it amounts to no 
more, is to be placed against the express and explicit 
averment of Captain Maitland, the latter must prepon- 
derate, were it but by aid of the direct testimony of two 
other British officers. Finally, Captain Maitland men- 
tioned Napoleon’s acknowledgment, and that of his suite 
that, though their expectations had been disappointed. 
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they iinputed io blame to him which he could not have 
escaped^ had he used any unwarranted and fallacious 
proposals . to entice them on board his vessel. As the 
last piece of evidence, he mentioned his taking farewell 
of Montholon, who again reverted to Napoleon’s wish to 
make him a present, and expressed the Emperor’s sense 
•of bis ^civilities, and his high and honourable deportment 
thr(fOgh the whole transaction/ 

Captain Maitland, to use his own words, then said, “ ' I 
feel much hurt that Count Las Cases should have stated 
to Lord Rieith that I had promised Buonaparte should 
be well received in England, or, indeed, made promises of 
any sort. I have (Endeavoured to conduct myself with 
integrity and honour throughout the whole of this trans- 
action, and, therefore, cannot allow such an assertion to 
go uncontradicted.’ — ‘Oh I’ said Count Montholon; ‘Las 
Cases negotiated this business; it has turned out very 
differently from what he and all of us expected. He 
attributes the Emperor’s situation to himself, and is 
therefore desirous of giving it the best countenance he 
can; buL I assure you the Emperor is convinced your 
conduct has been most honourable;’ then, taking my 
hand, he pressed it, and added, ‘ and that is my opinion 
aW” 

Lord Keith was of course perfectly convinced that the 
charge against Captain Maitland was not only totally 
unsupported, by testimony, but that it was disproved by 
the evidence of impartial witnesses, as well as by the 
conduct and , public expression of sentiments of those 
who had the best right to complain of that officer’s con- 
duct, had it been really deserving of censure. The 
reason why Count Las Cases should persist in grounding 
hopes and wishes of his own framing, upon supposed 
expressions of encouragement from Captain Maitland, 
has been probably rightly treated by Count Montholon. 
Napoleon’s conduct, in loading Captain Maitland with 
the charge of “laying snares for him”, while his own 
conscience so far acquitted that brave officer that he 
pressed upon him thanks, and yet more substantial 
evidence of his favourable opinion, can, we are afraid, 
( 11206 ) . L 
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only be imputed to a predominant sense of his own 
interest, to which he was not unwilling to have sacrificed 
the professional character and honourable name of an 
officer to whom, on other occasions, he acknowledged 
himself obliged. As Captain Maitland^s modest and 
manly narrative is now published, the figment that 
Napoleon came on board the BelLerophon in any other* 
character than as a prisoiWr of war must be considered 
as silenced for ever. c 

Having prosecuted this interesting subject to a conclu- 
sion, we return to the train of circumstancesP attending 
Napoleon's departure from England, so far as they seem 
to contain historical interest. ♦ 

The inconvenient resort of immense numbers, some- 
times not less than a thousand boats, scarce to be kept 
off by absolute force by those who rowed guard within 
the prescribed distance of three hundred yards from the 
BelLerophon, was rendered a greater annoyance when 
Napoleon's repeated expressions, that he would never go 
to St. Helena, occasioned some suspicions that he meant 
to attempt to escape. Two frigates were «therefore 
appointed to lie as guards on the BelLerophon, and sen- 
tinels were doubled and trebled, both by night and by 
day. 

An odd incident, of a kind which could only have 
happened in England (for though as many bizarre whims 
may arise in the minds of foreigners, they are much 
more seldom ripened into action), added to the cares of 
those who were to watch this important prisoner. Some 
newspaper, which was not possessed of a legal adviser to 
keep it right in point of form, had suggested (in tender- 
ness, we suppose, to public curiosity) that the person of 
Napoleon Buonaparte should be removed to shore by 
agency of a writ of habeas corpus. This magical rescript 
^oi the Old Bailey, as Smollett terms it, loses its influence 
over an alien and prisoner of war, and, therefore, such an 
absurd proposal was not acted upon. But m individual, 
prosecuted for a libel upon a naval officer, conceived the 
idea of citing Napoleon, as an evidence in a court of 
justice, to prove, as he pretended, the state Of tiie French 







IMfcVy, wMeh was necessary to Ws deface. The writ 
was to have been served on Lord Keith; but he dis- 
appointed the litigant, by keeping his boat off the ship 
wlule he was on board, and afterwards by the speed of 
his twelve-oared barge, wliich the attorney's panting 
rollers toiled after in vain. Although this was a mere 
•absur^ty, and only worthy of the laughter with which 
the^necdote of the attorneys' pursuit and the afdmirars 
flight Mias generally received, yet it might have given 
rise to inconvenience, by suggesting to Napoleon that he 
was, by s(>me process or other, entitled to redress by the 
common law of England, and might have encouraged 
him in resisting tittempts to remove him from the 
BeUerophon, On the 4th of August, to end such incon- 
venient occurrences, the Bellerophon was appointed to 
put to sea and remain cruising oft' the Start, where she 
was to be joined by the squadron destined for Si 
Helena, when Napoleon was, with his immediate attend-" 
ants, to be removed on board the Northumberland, 

His spirit for some time seemed wound up to some 
desperate resolve, and though he gave no hint of suicide 
before Captain Maitland, otherwise than by expressing a 
dogged resolution not to go to St. Helena, yet to Las 
Cases he spoke in undisguised terms of a Roman death. 
We own we are not afraid of such resolutions being 
executed by sane persons when they take the precaution 
of consulting an intelligent friend. It is quite astonish- 
ing how slight a backing will support the natural love of 
life, in minaj?, the most courageous, and circumstances the 
niost desperate. We are not, therefore, surprised to find 
that the philosophic arguments of Las Cases determined 
Napoleon to survive and write his history. Had he Con- 
sulted his military attendants he would have received 
other counsels, and assistance to execute them if neces- 1 
sary. L'Allemand, Montholon, and Gourgaud assured^ 
Captain Maitland that the Emperor would sooner kill' 
himself than go to St. Helena, and that, even were he 
to consent, they three were determined themselves to 
nut him to death, rather than he i^ould so far degi^e 
tduiBelf. Captain Maitland, in reply, gava some nmts 
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indicative of the gallows, in case such a scheme were 
prosecuted. 

Savary and KAllemand, were, it must be owned, under 
circumstances peculiarly painful. They had been among 
the list of persons excluded from the amnesty by the 
royal government of France, and now they were pro- 
hibited by the British Ministry from accompanying® 
Napoleon to St. Helena. Tfiey entertained, not unn^ur- 
ally, the greatest anxiety about their fate, apprehensive, 
though entirely without reason, that they might be 
delivered up to the French government. Th^ resolved 
upon personal resistance to prevent their being separated 
from their Emperor, but fortunately ^were so considerate, 
amid their wrath, as to take the opinion of the late. dis- 
tinguished lawyer and statesman. Sir Samuel Romilly. 
As the most eiiectual mode of serving these unfortunate 

f entlemen. Sir Samuel, by personal application to the 
lord Chancellor, learned that there were no thoughts of 
delivering up his clients to the French government, and 
thus became able to put their hearts at ease upon that 
score. On the subject of the resistance, as to the legality 
of which they questioned him. Sir Samuel Romilly 
acquainted them that life taken in an affray of the kind, 
would be construed into murder by the law of England. 
No greater danger, indeed, was to be expected from an 
assault, legalized upon the opinion of an eminent lawyer, 
than from a suicide adjusted with the advice of a coun- 
sellor of state; and we suppose neither Napoleon nor his 
followers were more serious in the violent projects which 
they announced than they might think necessary to 
shake the purpose of the English Ministry. In this they 
were totally unsuccessful; and their intemperate threate 
only occasioned their being deprived of arms, excepting 
Napoleon, who was left in possession of his sword. 
Napoleon and his followers were greatly hurt at this 
marked expression of want of confidence, which must 
also have been painful to the English officers who 
executed the order, though it was explained to the 
French gentlemen that the measure was only one of 
precaution, and that their weapons were to be carefully 
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preserved and restored to them. During his last day on 
board the Beller&phon, Napoleon was employed in com- 
posing a Protest, which contains nothing more than his 
address to Lord Keith and Sir Henry Bunbury. He also 
wrote a second letter to the Prince Regent. 

On the 4th of August, the Bellerojphon set sail, and 
• next morning fell in with the Northumberland and the 
^imdron destined for Helena, as also with the 
Tonnam^, on board of which Lord Keith's flag was 
hoisted. 

It was now that Napoleon gave Captain Maitland the 
first intimation of his purpose to submit to his exile, by 
requesting that Mr. O'Meara, surgeon of the Bellerophon, 
might be permitted to attend him to St. Helena, instead 
of his own surgeon, whose health could not stand the 
voyage. This made it clear that no resistance was de- 
signed; and, indeed, so soon as Napoleon observed that 
his threats had prochiced no effect, he submitted with his 
usual equanimity. He also gave orders to deliver up his 
arms. His baggage was likewise subjected to a form of 
search, without unpacking or disturbing any article. 
The treasure of Buonaparte, amounting only to 4000 gold 
Napoleons, was taken into custody, to abridge him of 
that powerful means of effecting his escape. Full receipts, 
of course, were given, rendering the British Government 
accountable for the same; and Marchand, the favourite 
valet-de-chambre of the Emperor, was permitted to take 
whatever money he thought might be immediately neces- 
sary. 

About eleven o'clock on the morning of the 7th August, 
Lord Keith came in his barge to transfer Napoleon from 
the Bellerophon to the Northumberland, About one 
o’clock, when Buonaparte had announced that he was in 
full readiness, a captain's guard was turned out, Lord 
Keith's barge was prepared, and as Napoleon crossed the 
quarter-deck, the soldiers presented arms under three 
rufl9es of the drum, being the salute paid to a general 
officer. His step was firm and steady; his farewell to 
Captain Maitland polite and friendly. The officer had 
no doubt something to forgive to Napoleon^ who had 
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endenvoured to fix on him the stigma of having laid a 
snare for him; yet the candid and manly avowal of the 
feelings which remained on his mind at parting with 
him, ought not to be suppressed. They add credit, were 
that required, to his plain, honest, and unvarnished 
narrative. 

“It may appear surprising that a possibility , could" 
exist of a British officer being prejudiced in favoufr of 
one who had caused so many calamities to his tountry; 
but to such an extent did he possess the power of pleas- 
ing that there are few people who could have^'sat at the 
same table with him for nearly a month, as I did, with- 
out feeling a sensation of pity, allied perhaps to regret, 
that a man possessed of so many fascinating qualities, 
and who had held so high a station in life, should be 
reduced to the situation in which I saw him.” 

Napoleon was received on board of the Northmnher- 
land with the same honours paid at leaving the Bdl&ro- 
phon. Sir George Cockburn, the British admiral to 
whose charge the late Emperor was now committed, was 
in every respect a person highly qualified to discharge 
the task with delicacy towards Napoleon, yet with fidelity 
to the instructions he had received. Of good birth, accus- 
tomed to the first society, a handsome person, and an 
agreeable address, he had yet so much of the firmness of 
his profession as to be able to do unpleasing things when 
necessary. In every particular within the circle of his 
orders he was kind, gentle, and accommodating; beyond 
them he was inflexible. This mixture of courtesy and 
firmness was particularly necessary, since Napoleon, and 
still more his attendants on his behalf, were desirous 
upon several occasions to arrogate a degree of royal rank 
for the prisoner, which Sir George Cwkbum’s instruc- 
tions, for reasons to be hereafter noticed, positively for- 
bade him to concede. All that he could give, he gave 
with a readiness which showed kindness as Well ^ 
courtesy; but aware that, beyond the fixed limit, ea^ 
admitt^ claim would only form the foundation for an- 
other, he m%de his French guests sensible that ill-hii|nonr 
or anger oomd have no eifi^ upon liis conduct 



Ill© consequence was that though Napoleon, when 
transferred to the NoHhv/rnberland, was, by the orders 
of the Admiralty, deprived of certain marks of deference 
which he received on board of the Bellerophon (where 
Captain Maitland had no precise orders on the subject, 
'and the withholding of which in him would have been 
• a gratuitous infliction of humiliation), yet no positive 
qparrol, far less any rooted/ ijl-will, took place betwixt 
Napoleqn and the admiral. The latter remained at the 
principal place of his own table, was covered when on 
the quart'ir-deck, after the first salutations had passed, 
and disregarded other particulars of etiquette observed 
towards crowned >ieads; yet such circumstances only 
occasioned a little temporary coldness, which, as the 
admiral paid no attention to his guests' displeasure, soon 
gave way to a Frenchman's natural love of society; and 
Sir George Oockburn (ceasing to be the Jieqxiin\ as Las 
Oases says the French termed him when they were in the 
pet) became that mixture of the obliging gentleman and 
strict officer, for which Napoleon held him whenever he 
spoke candidly on the subject. 

It may be mentioned, as no bad instance of this line of 
conduct and its effects, that upon the Northumberland 
crossing the line, the Emperor, desiring to exhibit his 
munificence to the seamen by presenting them with a 
hundred louis-d’or, under pretext of paying the ordinary 
fine, Sir George Cockburn, considering this tribute to 
Neptune as too excessive in amount, would not permit 
the donative to exceed a tenth part of the sum; and 
Nappleon, offended by the restriction, paid nothing at all. 
Upon another occasion, early in the voyage, a difference 
in national manners gave rise to one of those slight mis- 
understandings which we have noticed. Napoleon was 
accustomed, like all Frenchmen, to leave the table imme- 
diately after dinner, and Sir George Cockburn, with the 
Engliab officers, remained after him at table ; for, in 
permitting his French guests their libex-ty, the admiral 
did not choose to admit the right of Napoleon to break 
up the party at his (Sir George's) own table. This gave 

„ 'Shark, 
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some discontent. Notwithstanding these trifling subjects 
of dissatisfaction, Las Cases informs us that the admiral, 
whom he took to be prepossessed gainst them at first, 
became every day more amicable. The Emperor used to 
take his arm every evening on the quarter-deds, and hold 
long conversations with him upon maritime subjects, as 
well as past events in general. 

While on board the Norihumherland, the late^ Em- 
peror spent his mornings in reading or writing; l^s even- 
ings in his exercise upon deck, and at cards. The game 
was generally vingt-un. But when the plry became 
rather deep he discouraged that amusement and substi- 
tuted chess. Great tactician as he ,was, Napoleon did 
not play well at that military game, and it was with 
difficulty that his antagonist, Montholon, could avoid the 
solecism of beating the Emperor. 

During this voyage Napoleon's jour de fete occurred, 
which was also his birthday. It wafe the 15th August — 
a day for which the Pope had expressly canonized a St. 
Napoleon to be the Emperor's patron. And now, strange 
revolution, it was celebrated by him on board of ah Eng- 
lish man-of-war, which was conducting him to fiis place 
of imprisonment, and, as it proved, his tomb. Yet Na- 
poleon seemed cheerful and contented during the whole 
day, and was even pleased with being fortunate at play, 
which he received as a good omen. 

Upon the 15th October, 1815, the JN’orthumberland 
reached St. Helena, which presents but an unpromising 
aspect to those who design it for a residence, though it 
may be a welcome sight to the sea-wom mariner. Its 
destined inhabitant, from the deck of the Northumber- 
land, surveyed it with his spy-glass. St. James' Town, 
an inconsiderable village, was before him, enchased, as 
it were, in a valley, amid arid and scarped rocks of 
immense height; every platform, every opening, every 
gorge, was bristled with cannon. Las Cases, who stood 
by him, could not perceive the slightest alteration of his 
countenance. The orders of Government had been that 
Napoleon should remain on board till a residence could 
be prepared suitable for the line of life he was to lead in 
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future. But as this was likely to be a work of time. Sir 
George Oockburn readily undertook, on his own respon- 
sibility, to pht his passengers on shore, and provide in 
some way for the security of Napoleon's person until the 
necessary habitation should be fitted up. He was accord- 
ingly transferred to 4and upon the 16th October; and 
thus the Emperor of France, nay, well-nigh of Europe, 
sn^ into the Becluse of St< Helena. 
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Napoleon’s life, until his health began to give way, 
was of the most regular and monotonous character. 
Having become a very indifferent sleeper, perhaps tiom 
his custom of assigning, during the active part of i^is life, 
no precise time for repose, his hours of rising were un- 
certain, depending upon the rest which he had enjoyed 
during the earlier part of the night. It followed from 
this irregularity that during the day-i*hne he occasionally 
fell asleep, foj* a few minutes, upon his couch or arm- 
chair. At times, his favourite valet-de-chambre, Mar- 
chand, read to him while in bed, until he was composed 
to rei^, the best remedy, perhaps, for that course of 
“ thick-coming fancies ”, which must s6 oft have disturbed 
the repose of one in circumstances so singular and so 
melancholy. So soon as Napoleon arose from bed, he 
either began to dictate to one of his generals (Montholon 
or Gourgaud generally), and placed upon record such 
" passages^ of his remarkable life as he desired to preserve, 
or, if weather and his inclination suited, he went out 
for. jrn TOur or two on horseback. He sometimes break- 
fasted in his own apartment, sometimes with his suite, 
"^nerally about ten o’clock, and almost always d la four- 
^ chette. The fore part of the day he usually devoted to 
reading, or dictating to one or other of his suite, and 
about two or three o’clock received such visitors as had 
permission to wait upon him. An airing in the carriage 
or on horseback generally succeeded to this species of 
levee, on which occasions he was e^ttended by allots 
suite. Their horses, supplied from the Cape of G<k^ 
Hope,, were of a good rac^ and handsome appearani^rl 
On^ returning from his airings, he again resume<||^i;A^ 
book, or caused his amanuensis take up the pen 
dinner-time, which was about eight o’clock at night. ' 
preferred plain food, and ate plentifully, and witk^iiii 
apparent appetite. A very few glasses of claret, 



4iiioTitititirg to an En^lisb pint in all^ and chiafly drank 
during the time of dinner, completed his meal. Some- 
times he drank champagne; but his constitutional sobriety 
was such that a large glass of that more generous wine 
immediately brought a degree of colour to his Cheek. 
Ne man appears to have been in a less degree than 
• Napoleon subject to the influence of those appetites 
wbick man has in commcm .with the lower range of 
nature^ He never took more than two meals a day, and 
concluded each with a small cup of coffee. After dinner, 
chess, cards, a volume of light literature, read aloud fobj, 
the benefit of liis suite, or general conversation, in which ’ 
the ladies of his si^ite occasionally joined, served to con- 
sume the evening till ten or eleven, about which time he 
retired to his apartment, and went immediately to bed. 

We may add to this brief account of Napoleon’s 
domestic habits that he was very attentive to the duties 
of the toilet. He hsually appeared in the morning in a 
white night-gown, with loose trousers and stockings 
joined in one, a chequered red Madras handkerchief 
round i)is head, and his shirt-collar open. When dressed, 
he wore a green uniform, very plainly made, and without 
ornament (similar to that which, by its simplicity, used 
to mark the sovereign among the splendid dresssl^of the 
Tuileries), white waistcoat, and white or nankeen 
breeches, with silk stockings, and shoes with ^Id 
buckles, a black stock, a triangular cocked hat, of th4 
kind to be seen in all the caricatures, with a very small 
tn-coloure(\ cockade. He usually wore, when in full dress, 
dre^, the riband and grand cross of the Legion of Honour. 

Such were the personal habits of Napoleon, on which, 
there is little for the imagination to dwell, after it has 
received the general idea. The circumstance of the 
liurge portion of his time employed in dictation alone in* 
l^^lerfests our curiosity, and makes us anxious to know with , 
:|j^^ could have found means to occupy so many ^ 

§ 3, and so many hours. The fragments upon military 
tcts, dictated from time to time to Generals Qourgaud 
Montiiolon, are not voluminous Enough to account 
^lUlf jthe leisure expended in this manner; and evm when 
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we add to them the number of pamphlets and works 
issuing from St. Helena, we shall still find room to 
suppose either that manuscripts reihain which have not 
yet seen the light, or that Napoleon was a slow composer, 
and fastidious in the choice of his language. The last 
conjecture seems most probable, as the French are 
particularly scrupulous in the punctilios of composition, 
and Napoleon, Emperor as he had been, must have kfiown 
that he would receive no mercy from the critics upon 
that particular. 

The avowed works themselves, fragments as <they are, 
are extremely interesting in a military point of view; 
and those in which the campaigns of Jtaly are described 
contain many most invaluable lessons on the art of war. 
Their political value is by no means so considerable. 
Gourgaud seems to have formed a true estimation of 
them, when, in answer to Baron Sturmer’s inquiries, 
whether Napoleon was writing his hktory, he expressed 
himself thus: — ‘*He writes disjointed fragments, which 
he will never finish. When asked why he will not put 
history in possession of the exact fact, he answers, it is 
better to leave something to be guessed at than to tell 
too much. It would also seem that, not considering his 
extraordinary destinies as entirely accomplished, he is 
unwilling to detail plans which have not been executed, 
and which he may one day resume with more success.” 
To these reasons for leaving blanks and imperfections in 
his proposed history should be added the danger which 
a faithful and unreserved narrative must have entailed 
upon many of the actors in the scenes from which he 
was lifting the veil. It is no doubt true that Napoleon 
seems systematically to have painted his enemies, more 
especially such as had been once his adherents, in the 
most odious colours, and particularly in such as seemed 
likely to render them most obnoxious to the ruling 
powers; but thfe same principle induced him to spare his 
JN^ends, apd to afford no handle against them for their 
pa43i efforts inl^is favour, and no motive for taking from 
them the power of rendering him farther service, if they 
should be m a capacity to do sa 
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These considerations operated as a check upon the pen 
of the historian; ancj it may be truly said that no man^ 
who has written so much of his own life, and thet con- 
sisting of such singular and^important events, has told so 
little of himself which was not known before from other 
sources. But the present is not the less valuable; for 
there is sometimes as much information derived from the 
silefece as from the assertioSls* of him who aspires to be 
his ow% biographer; and an apology for, or vindication 
of, the course of a remarkable life, however partially 
written, perhaps conveys the most information to the 
reader, next to that candid confession of faults and 
errors, which is so# very seldom to be obtained in auto- 
biograi)hy. 

Napoleon’s Memoirs, together with the labour appa- 
rently bestowed upon his controversial pamphlets written 
against Sir Hudson Lowe, seems to have furnished the 
most important parf of his occupation whilst at St. Helena, 
and probably also of his amusement. It was not to be 
expected that in sickness and calamity he could apply 
himself ito study, even if his youth had furnished him with 
more stores to work upon. It must be remembered that 
his whole education had been received at the military 
school of Brienne, where, indeed, he displayed a strong 
taste for the sciences. But the studies of mathematics 
and algebra were so early connected and carried on with 
a view to the military purposes in which he employed 
them, that it may be questioned whether he retained any 
relish for prosecuting his scientific pursuits in the char- 
acter of an inquirer into abstract truths. The practical 
results had be^n so long his motive, so long his objfect, 
that he ceased to enjoy the use of the theoretical means; , 
when there was no siege to be formed, no complicated 
manoeuvres to be arranged, no great military purpose to 
be gained by the display of his skill — but when au^ was 
to begin and end ,With the discussion of a problem. ^ 

That Napoleon had a natural turn for belles lettrea if ‘ 
unquestionable; but his leisure never permitted him . 
cultivate it, or to refine his taste or judigment on iMh' 
subjects. The recommendation which, in 1784v describee^ 
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bim as fit to sent to the Militaxy School at Fioris, 
observes, that he is tolerably acquainted with history 
and geography, but rather deficient in the ornamented 
branches, and in the Latin language. At seventeen years 
of age, he joined the regiment of La F^re, and thus ended 
all the opportunities afforded him of regular education. 

^ He read, however, very extensively; but, like all young 
persons, with little discrimination, and more to amuse 
himself than for the purpose of instruction. B^bre he 
* bad arrived at that more advanced period when youths " 
of such talent as his, and especially when gifted with 
such a powerful memory, usually think of arranging and 
classifying the information which they have collected 
during their earlier course of miscellaneous reading, the 
tumults of Corsica, and subsequently the siege of Toulon, 
carried him into those scenes of war and business which 
were his element during the rest of his life, and down to 
the period we now speak of. • 

The want of information which we have noticed, he 
supplied, as most able men do, by the assistance derived 
? from conversing with persons possessing kpowlecjge, and 
capable of communicating it. No one was ever more 
dexterous^ than Napoleon at extracting from individuals 
the kind of information which each was best qualified to 
impart; and in many cases, while in the act or doing so, 
he contrived to conceal his own ignorancfe, even of that 
which he was anxiously wishing to know. But although 
in this manner he might acquire facts and results, it was 
impossible to make himself master, on such^easy temis, 
of general principles, and the coniiSctiOil betwixt them 
and the conclusions which they lead to. 

It was no less certain that, though in this manner 
Napoleon could obtain by discoursing with others the in- 
sulated portions of information whicm he was desirous of 
""“acquiring, and though the knowledge S0 liw^quired se^ 
his immediate purpose in public life, these were mA 
Ikbits which could induce nim to resuin# those ^ghtar 
subjects of study so interesting and delightful in youth,, 
bui which an ^vanced age is unwilli% ^ underteke,' , 
4|ud slow to profit by. He had, therefore, never corrected 





his teste in the belles letters, but retained bis admiratioii 
for Qssiaa, and other books which had fascinated his 
early attention. The declamatory tone, redundancy of 
expression, and exaggerated character of the poetry 
ascribed to the Celtic bard suit the taste of very young 
persons; but Napoleon continued to retain his relish for 
them to the end of his life; and, in some of his proclama- 
Moiw'and bulletins, we cair trace the hyperbolical and 
bombastic expressions which pass upon us in youth for 
the sublime, but are rejected as taste and reason become 
refined aitd improved. There was indeed this apology 
for Napoleon^s lingering fondness for Ossian, that the 
Italian translation, Jby Cesarotti, is said to be one of the 
most beautiful specimens of the Tuscan language. The 
work was almost constantly beside him. 

Historical, philosophical, or moral works, seem more 
rarely to have been resorted to for the amusement of 
Longwood, We h^tve, indeed, been informed that the 
only books of this description for which Napoleon showed 
a decided partiality were those of Machiavel and Mont- 
esquieu,^, which he did not perhaps consider as fit themes 
of public recitation; Tacitus, who holds the mirror so 
close to the features of sovereigns, he is said always to 
have held in aversion, and seldom to have mentioned 
without terms of censure or dislike. Thus will the 
patient sometiihes loathe the sight of the most wholesome 
medicine. The French novels of the day were sometimes 
tried as a resource; but the habits of order and decency 
which Napojeon observed, rendered their levities and in- 
delicfwsies unfitted f<# such society. 

There remained another department of literature, from 
whieh the party at Longwood derived frequent resourcea 
The drama occupied a considerable part of those readings 
with which Napoleon used to while away the tedious , 
hours of his imprisonmnent. This was an indication that 
he detained the national taste of Frailcej^ where fev| 
n^lect to attend the spectacle, ip One form of another, 
during ttia space betwixt dinner and ^e reuhidn el 
society in the evening. Next to seeing his and^ 
tev<nirite Talma, was to Ni^leon the riding swie bl 
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those dief'f oeuvres to which he had seen and heard him 
give life and personification. He is himself said to have 
read with taste and effect, which , agrees with the tra- 
ditions that represent him as having been early attached 
to theatrical representations. It was in the discussions 
following these readings, which Las Cases h6ts preserved 
with so much zeal, that Buonaparte displayed his powers 
of conversation, and expr<esised his peculiar habits «and 
opinions. 

Corneille and Racine stood much higher in his estima- 
tion than Voltaire. There seems a good reasoii for this. 
They wrote their immortal works for the meridian of a 
court, and at the command of the uaost monarchical of 
monarchs, Louis XIV. The productions, therefore, con- 
tain nothing that can wound the ear of the most sensitive 
sovereign. In the King of Denmark's phrase, they have 
no offence in them ”. 

With Voltaire it is different. ThA' strong and search- 
ing spirit, which afterwards caused the French Revolu- 
tion, was abroad at this time, and though unaware of the 
extent to which it might lead, the philosopher o| Fe^ejr 
was not the less its proselyte. There were many passigeS, 
therefore, in his works, which could not but be instantly 
applied to the changes and convulsions of the period 
during which Napoleon had lived, to the despotic char- 
acter of his government, and to the plans of freedom 
which had sunk under the influence of his sword. On 
this account Voltaire, whose compositions recalled painful 
comparisons and recollections, was no fayourite with 
Napoleon. The Mahomet of that author he particularly 
disliked, avowing, at the same time, his respect for the' 
Oriental impostor, whom he accused the poet of traducing 
and misrepresenting. Perhaps he secretly acknowledged 
a certain degree of resemblance between his own career 
and that of the youthful camel-driver# who, rising from 
a mean origin in his native tribe, became at once the 
conqueror and the legislator of so many nations. Perhaps, 
too, he remembered his own proclamations while in 
Egypt, in the assumed character of a Moslem, which he 
was wont to term by the true phrase of Ch^latamerie, 
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but adding, that it was chirlatanerie of a high and 
elevated character. v 

The character of Caesar was toother which Napoleon 
"always strove to vindicate. The French general could 
not be indifferent to the Roman leader, who, like himself, 
having at first risen into notice by his victories over the 
enemies of the republic, had, also like himself, ended the 
struggles between the patricians and plebeians of ancient 
Rome, ^ reducing both parties equally under his own 
absolute dominion; who would have proclaimed himself 
. their sovej.eign, even by the proscribed title of king, had 
he not been prevented by conspiracy; and who, when he 
had conquered his country, thought of nothing so much 
^as e^ttending an empire, already much too large, over the 
distant regions of Scythia and Parthia. The points of 

S ersonal difierence, indeed, were considerable ; for neither 
id Napoleon indulge in the gross debauchery and sensu- 
ality imputed to Cse^ar, nor can we at^tribute to him the 
Roman's powers as an author, or the gentle and forgiving 
character which distinguished him as a man. 

Yet, although Napoleon had something vindictive in his 
temper, which he sometimes indulged when Csssar would 
have scorned to do so, his intercourse with his familiar 
friends was of a character the most amiable. It is true, 
indeed, that, determined, as he expressed himself, to be 
Emperor within Longwood and its little demesne, he 
exacted from his followers the same marks of severe 
etiquette which distinguished the Court of the Tuileries; 
yet, in other Respects, he permitted them to carry their 
freedom in disp^ing his sentiments, or replying to his 
arguments, almost beyond the bounds of ordinary de- 
corum. He seemed to make a distinction between their 
duty towards him as subjects, and their privileges as 
friends. All remained uncovered and standing in his 
presence, and even the perspu who played at chess with 
him sometimes continued for hours without sitting down. 
But their verbal intercourse of language and sentiments 
was that of free men, conversing with a superior, indeed, 
but not with a despot. Captain Maitland mentions a 
dispute betwixt Napoleon and General Bertrand. The 

{Mm) ' M 
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l^ter bad adopted a ridicdloQS idea that £30,000 a 
or some such extravagant sum, was speht ill 
th^ grounds iand establishment at Blenheixh. NiElpaledn's 
tUm for calculation easily detected the itnprobebilit^. 
Bertrand insisted tipoti his assertiori, on which Btioliiir 
parte said with quickness, **Bah! c^est impoasiblM/* 

** Oh I” said Bertrand, much offended, ** if you are to^repljir 
ih that manner, there is aif etd of all argutnent;” and tbr 
some time would not converse with him. Buonaparte, Sb 
far from taking umbrage, did all he could to soothe him 
and restore him to good-humour, which waif not tetf 
difficult to effect. 

But although Napoleon tolerated freedoms of this kind 
to a considerable extent, yet he still kept in his ot^n hands 
the royal privilege of starting the topics of conversatidh, 
and conducting it as he should think proper; so that, in 
some respects, it seemed that, having^ lost all the substAn^ ' 
tial enjoyment of power, he had become more attached 
than ever to the observance of its monotonoiis, wearisome, 
unprofitable ceremonial. Yet there might be a reason 
for this, besides the gratification of his own pfektinacious 
temper. The gentlemen who inhabited Longwood had 
followed him from the purest motives, and there was no 
reason to suppose that their purpose would waver, or 
their respect diminish. Still their mutual situation com- 
pelled the deposed sovereign, and his late subjects, into 
stlch close familiarity, as might perhaps beget, if not 
contempt, at least an inconvenient degree of freedom 
betwixt the parties, the very possibility uof which he 
might conceive it as Well to exclude bj^ a strict barHeir 
of etiquette. 

We return to Napoleon's habits of amusement. Musib 
#as not one of the number. Thottgh bom ah Italiab, 
and possessing something of a tiiusieed ear, so far, at least; 
as was necessary to enable him to hum a SOng, it WAb 
probably entirely without cultivation. He appears to 
have had none of the fanaticism for music which bharAC- 
terizes the Italians. 

Neither was Napoleon, as we have heard Denon telub- 
tefatly admit, A judge br an admirer of paintihg. He hAd 






pi^etence to understand sctilptiire; and there t^as 
Oti€i painting in the Museum before which he used to: 
pauee^ terming it his own; nor would he permit it to be 
ransomed for a very large sum hy its proprietor the 
puke of Modena. But he valued it, not on account of 
its'^^inerits, though a masterpiece of art, but because he 
had hjinself been the means of securing it to the Museum 
at a^^t sacrifice The otlier^ paintings in that immense 
collection, however great their excellence, he seldom paid 
much attention to. He also shocked admirers of painting 
by the codtempt he showed for the durability of the art 
Being informed that a first-rate picture would not last 
above five or six hundred years, he exclaimed, “Bah! a 
fine immortality!” Yet by using Denon’s advice, :and 
that of other savants, Napoleon sustained a high reputa- 
tion as an encourager of the arts. His medals have been 
particularly and deservedly admired. 

In respect of personal exercise at St. Helena, he walked 
occasionally, and while strong, did not shun steep, rough, 
and dangerous paths. But although there is some game 
on the island, he did not avail himself of the pleasure 
of shooting. It does not indeed appear that he was ever 
mucb attached to field sports, although, when Emperor, 
he replaced the hunting establishment upon a scale still 
more magnificent, as well as better regulated, than for- 
merly. It is supposed that he partook of this princely 
pastime, as it has been called, rather out of a love of 
magnificent display than any real attachment to the 
eport. We may here mention, in his own words, the 
danger in which^e was once placed at a boar- hunt. The 
picture will remind the amateur of the pieces of Eubens 
and Schneider. 

“ Upon one occasion at Marli,” said the Emperor, “ at 
a boar-hiiht, I kept my ground with Soult and Berthier 
against three enormous wild-boars, who charged us up 
to the bayonet’s point* All the hunting-party fled ; ’twas 
a complete military rout. We killed the three animals 
dead; but 1 had a scratch from mine, and had nigh lost 
my finger” (on which a deep scar was still yisible). “ But 
the jest Was to see the number of men, su^jinded with 
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their dogs, concealing themselves behind the three heroes, 
and crying at top of their throats, ‘To the Emperor's 
assistance! save the Emperor! help the Emperor!' and^ 
so forth; but not one coming forward.” 

While on the subject of Napoleon's exercises, we may 
mention another danger which he incurred by following 
an amusement more commop in England than in Erance. 
He chose at one time to undertake the task of deriving a 
calash, six in hand, which he overturned, and had a severe 
and dangerous fall. Josephine and others were in the 
vehicle. The English reader cannot fail to recollect that a 
I similar accident happened to Crom\^fcsll, who, because, as 
? the historian says, he could manage three nations, took 
upon him to suppose that he could drive six fiery horses, 
of which he had just received a present; and, being as 
unsuccessful as Napoleon in later overturned the 

carriage, to the great damage of the Secretary Thurlow, 
whom he had placed inside, and to his own double risk, 
both from the fall, and from the explosion of a pistol, 
which he carried privately about his person. Buona- 
parte’s sole observation, after his own accident, was, “ I 
believe every man should confine himself to his own trade”; 

The chief resource of Napoleon at St. Helena, as we 
have already said, was society and convepsatioii, and 
those held chiefly with the gentlemen of his own suite. 
This need not have been the case, l^d he been able in 
the present instance to command that t^pfer which had 
not failed him under great misfortunes, but seemed now 
to give way under a seriea.of petty quarrels and morti- 
fications. 

The governor and the staff belonging to him were, of 
course, excluded from the society of Longwood, by the 
terms on which Napoleon stood with Sir Hudson Lowe. 
The ofiicers of the regiments which lay in the island might 
most probably have afforded some well-informed men, who, 
having been engaged in the recent war, would have occa- 
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sionally supplied amusing society to the Emperor and his 
suite. But they did not^ in general frequent Longwood. 
Dr. O'Meara observes that the governor had exerted his 
influence to prevent the officers from cultivating the 
acquaintance of the French; which Sir Hudson Lowe 
repels as a calumny; confuted by the declarations of the 
offiqprs of the 63rd .themselves. But admitting that no 
intima’Kons were used of set purpose to keep asunder the 
British officers from the French prisoners, such estrange- 
ment natt.rally followed from the unwillingness of mili- 
tary men to go where they were sure to hear not only their 
commanding officer for the time, but also their country 
and its Ministers, treated with the grossest expressions of 
disrespect, while there was no mode of calling the person 
who used them either to account or to explanation. 

The rank and chj^racter of Sir Pulteney Malcolm, who 
commanded the squadron upon the station, set him 
above the feelings which might influence inferior officers, 
whether of the army or navy. He visited Napoleon 
frequently, and was eulogized by him in a description, 
which (though we, who have the advantage of seeing in 
the features of Sir Pulteney those of an honoured friend, 
can vouch for its being just) may have been painted the 
more willingly because it gives the artist an opportunity 
of discharging his spleen, while contrasting the appear- 
ance of the admiral ^ith that of the governor, in a 
manner most mifavoUrable to the latter. Nevertheless 
we transcribe it, to prove that Buonaparte could occa- 
sionally do justice, and see desert even in a Briton. 

"He said he had seen the new admiral. *Ah! there is 
a man with a countenance really pleasing, open, frank, 
and sincere. There is the face of an Englishman. His 
countenance bespeaks his heart, and I am sure he is a 
good man: I never yet beheld a man of whom I so 
immediately formed a good opinion, as of that fine, 
soldier -like, old man. He carries his head erect, and 
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put openly and boldly what he thinks, without 
^ing afraid to look you in th§ face at the time. His 
physiognomy would make every person desirous of 
further acquaintance, and render the most suspicioui^ 
confident in him.”* 


Sir Pulteney Malcolm was also much recommended to 
Napoleon’s favourable judgment by the circumstance of 
having nothing to do with the restraints imposq^i fipon 
his person, and possessing the power neither of altering 
nor abating any of the restrictions he complained of. He 
was fortunate, too, in being able, by the calmness of his 
temper, to turn aside the violent langjiage of Buonaparte, 
without either granting the justice of his complaints or 
giving him displeasure by direct contradiction. “Does 
your Government mean,” said Napoleon one day to the 
English admiral, “ to detain me upon this rock until my 
death*s day?** — “I am sorry to say, sir,** answered Sir 
Pulteney, “that such I apprehend is their pur|)ose.** — 
“Then the term of my life will soon arrive,** said Napo- 
leon. “ I hope not, sir,** answered the Admiral ; “ I hope 
you will survive to record your great actions, which are 
so numerous that the task will ensure you a term of long 
life.** Napoleon bowed, and was gratified, probably both 
as a hero and as an author. Nevertheless, before Sir 


Pulteney Malcolm left the island, and while h© was 
endeavouring to justify the Governor against some of the 
harsh and extravagant charges in which Napoleon was 
wont to indulge, the latter began to Appeal from his 
judgment as being too much of an Englishman to be an 
impartial judge. They parted, however, on the best 
terms, and Napoleon often afterwards ex^emed the 
pleasure which he had received from the society of Sir 
Pulteney Malcolm. 

The colonists of St Helena did not, it may b© well 
supposed, furnish many individuajls sufl^ently qualified, 
by rank and education, to be admitted into the aocl^ 
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^rcui&stances which prevented the British officers fro^Px 
heading intercourse witlf LongwPod and its inhebitanto. 

' Jfhe Governor, should he be displeased at the too fre- 
quent attentions of any individual, or should he conceive 
any suspicion arising out of such an intercourse, had the 
power, and, in the opinion of the colonists, might not 
Wa^t the inclination, to mifihe his resentment severely 
felt Mr. Balcomb, however, who held the situation of 


purveyor, with one or two other inhabitants of the island, 
sometimes visited at Longwood. The general intercourse 
between the Frpx/ch prisoners and the colonists wa^ 
carried on by mea'ns of the French domestics, who had 
the privilege of visiting James* Town as often as they 
pleased, and whose doing so could infer no disadvantage- 
ous suspicions. But the society of Longwood gained no 
advantage by the intercourse with James* Town, although 
unquestionably the facility of foreign communication 
was considerably increased to the exiles. Their corre- 
spondence was chiefly maintained by the way of Bahia; 
and it is certain they succeeded in sending many letters 
to Europe, although they are believed to have been less 
fortunate in receiving answers. 

It was to be expected, that some accession to the 
society of Longwood might have accrued from the resi- 
dence of three gentlemen of rank (two of them, we 
believe, having ladies and a family) the commissioners 
of Austria, Russia, and Franca But here also ceremonial 


interposed one of those bars, which are effectual, or other- 
wise, according to the opinion of those betwixt whom 
they are erected. The commissioners of tlm allied powers 
requ^feted to be presented to Napoleon. Qn i^eir 
wish belpg announced, he peremptorily declined tp receive 
^em m their pfficial capacity, disdaipiug the right 
|be princes of Europe ha^ to intpirfere with Wd 

tbp custody pf his Ou tbp other 
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hand, the commissioners, finding their public function 
disowned, refused to hold any communication with Long- 
wood in their private capacity; and thus there were 
excluded from this solitary spot three persons whos^**" 
manners and habits, as foreigners, might have assorted 
tolerably with those of the exile and his attendants. 

The society of St. Helena receives a great temporary 
increase at the seasons whenVessels touch there o^ -their 
way to India, or on their return to Europe. Of course 
every officer and every passenger on such occasions was 
desirous to see a person so celebrated as Napoleon; and 
there might sometimes occur individuals among them 
whom he too might have pleasure in receiving. The 
regulation of these visits to Longwood seems to have * 
been one of the few parts of the general system of which 
Napoleon made no complaints. He had a natural reluc- 
tance to gratify the idle curiosity ol strangers, and the 
regulations protected him effectually against their in- 
trusion. Such persons as desired to wait upon Napoleon 
were obliged to apply, in the first place, to the governor, 
by whom their names were transmitted to General 
Bertrand, as grand mar^chal of the household, who 
communicated Napoleons reply, if favourable, and 
assigned an hour at which he was to receive their visit. 

Upon such occasions, Napoleon was particularly anxious 
that the etiquette of an imperial court should be observed, 
while the visitors, on the contrary, were strixitly enjoined 
by the governor not to go beyond the civilities due |to a 
general of rank. If, therefore, as sometimes happened, 
the introduction took place in the open air, the French 
part of the company attendant on Buonaparte remained 
uncovered, while the English replaced their hats after 
the first salutation. Napoleon saw the incongruity of 
this, and laid his orders on his attendants to imitate the 
English in this particular point. It is said that they 
did not obey without scruples and murmurs. 
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Those visitors who were permitted to pay their respects 
at Longwood were chieijy either persons of distinguished 
birth, officers of rank in the army and navy, persons of 
"philosophical inquiry (to whom he^was very partial), 
or travellers from foreign regions, who could repay, 
by some information, the pleasure which they received 
from^^ being admitted to the presence of a man so remark- 
abl&^Of these interviews, some who enjoyed the benefit 
of them have published an account; and the memoranda 
of others we have seen in manuscript. All agree in 
extolling the extreme good grace, propriety, and appear- 
ance of benevolence with which Napoleon clothed him- 
self whilst holding these levees; and which scarce left 
the spectators permission to believe that, when surprised 
by a fit of passion, or when choosing to assume one for 
the purpose of effect, he could appear the rude, abrupt, 
and savage despot '‘which other accounts described him. 
His questions were uniformly introduced with great 
tact, so as to put the person interrogated at his ease, by 
leading to some subject with which he was acquainted, 
while, at the same time, they induced him to produce 
any stock of new or curious information which he 
possessed. 

The Journal of Captain Basil Hall of the Royal Navy, 
well known by his character both in his profession and 
in literature, affords a pleasing example of what we have 
been endeavouring to express, and displays, at the same 
time, the powerful extent of Buonaparte’s memory. He 
recognized the name of Captain Hall instantly, from 
having seen his father. Sir James Hall, Bart., when he 
was at the Military Academy of Brienne, to which visit 
Sir James had been led by the love of science, by which 
he was always distinguished. Buonaparte explained the 
cause of his recollecting a private individual, after the 
intervention of such momentous events as he had himself 
been concerned in. "It is not,” he said, "surprising. 



f ¥AJUi ^ 


XpW &ther Was the first Englishman that I ever i|aw ; 

I hj^ve recollected him all my life on that acopunf 
He was afterwards minute in hfs inquiries respecting the 
Boyal Society of Edinburgh, of which Sir James Hall^ 
was long President. He then came to the very interest- 
• ;^ing subject of the newly-discovered island of Loo-.Choo; 
and Captain Hall gives an account of the nature of the 
interrogations which he underwent,*^ which YfQ 
risk spoiling by an attenipt at condensing it 


** Having settled where the island lay, he cross-questioned .me 
about the inhabitants with a closeness — I may call it a severity of 
investigation — which far exceeds everything I have met with in 
any other instance. His questions were ndt by any mea]\8 put at 
random, but each one had some definite reference to that which 
preceded it, or was about to follow. I felt in a short time so 
completely exposed to his view that it would have been impos- 
sible to have concealed or qualified the smallest particular. Such, 
indeed, was the rapidity of his apprehensicAi of the subjects which 
interested him, and the astonishing ease with which he arranged 
and generalized the few points of information I gave him, that hh 
sometimes outstripped ray narrative, saw the conclusion I was 
coming to before I spoke it, and fairly robbed me of my aflfory. 

“ Several circumstances, however, respecting the Loo-Choo people, 
surprised even him a good deal ; and I had the satisfaction of seeing 
him more than once completely perplexed, and unable to account 
f(M* the phenomena which I related. Nothing struck him so piuch 
as their having no arms. ^ Point d^amrnP he exclaimed, 
d> dire point de canons — lU ont des fusils P Not even muskets, I 
replied. *Eh bien done — des lances, ou, au moins, des arcs cfes 
fUckesP I told him they had neither one nor other. pai^- 
nardsP cried he, with increasing vehemence. — none.* — ^ MaisP 
said Buonaparte, clenching his fist, and raising his voice to i loud 
pitch, * MaisI sans armes, comment se haUonP 

1 could only reply that, so far as we had been able to discover, 
they had never had any wars, but remained in a state of intenud 
and external peace. *No wars!’ cried he, with a scornful 
incredulous expression, as if the existence of any people under t)^ 
sun without wars was a monstrous anomaly. 

** In like manner, but without being so much moved, he ,mmed 
to discredit the account I gave him of their having no money, and 
of tbvur setting no value upou pur silv^ or gold oeina 



In^ these facts stated, he mused for some time, tauttering to himself, 
in a low tone, * Not Ipiow the use of money — are careless about 
gold and silver.* Then looking up, he asked, sharply, • then 
did you contrive to pay these strangest of all people for the bullocks 
’^d other good things which they seem to have sent on board in 
such quantities!* When I informed him that we could not prevail 
Upon the people of Iioo-Choo to receive payment of any kind, ha^ ' 
expressed great surprise at their liberality, and made me repeat to 
bim jtwi ce, the list of ijjihigs witji which we were supplied by these 
hospiBible islanders.** ' ' 

The conversation proceeded with equal spirit, in which 
it is singular to remark the acuteness of Napoleoji in 
seizing upon the most remarkable and interesting facts, 
nothwithstanding the hurry of a casual conversation. 
The low state of the priesthood in Loo-clioo was a sub- 
ject which he dwelt on without coming to any satisfactory 
explanation. Captain Hall illustrated the ignorance of 
the people of Loo-Choo with respect to all the world, 
save Japan and China, by saying they knew nothing of ' 
Europe at all— knew nothing of France and England — 
and ne\^r had even heard of his Majesty; at which last 
proof of their absolute seclusion from the world Napo- 
leon laughed heartily. During the whole interview, 
Napoleon waited with the utmost patience until his 
questions were replied to, inquired with earnestness into 
every subject of interest, and made naturally a nios|) 
favourable impression on his visitor. 

• 

" Buonaparte,** uays the acute traveller, “struck me as differing 
considerably from the pictures and busts I had seen of him. His 
face md figure looked much broader and more square, larger,. indeed, 
every way, than any representation I had met with. His corpu- 
iez^y, at this time universally reported to be ea^cessive, by no 
means remarkable. flesh looked, on the contrary, firm and 
muBCoI^. There was not the least trace of colour in his cheeks; iir 
. fact, his skin was more like marble than ordinary flesh. Not the 
smallest trace of a wrinkle was discernible on Us brow, nor an 
Ipproadi to a furrow on any paH of his countena|ioe. His health 
^ iqnrits, judging f^m appearances, we^ exc^|ant; thouid^ Itt 
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this period it was generally believed in England that he was fast 
sinking under a complication of diseases, and that his spirits were 
entirely gone. His manner of speaking was rather slow than other- 
wise, and perfectly distinct: he waited with great patience and^* 
kindness for my answers to his questions, and a reference to Count 
'Bertrand was necessary only once during the whole conversat^n. 
The brilliant and sometimes dazzling expression of his eye could not 
be overlooked. It was not, however, a permanent lustre, for it was 
, only remarkable when he was eisdlted by 86me point of p^^^ular 
^Interest. It is impossible to imagine an expression of more entire 
mildness, I may almost call it of benignity and kindliness, than that 
which played over his features during the whole inte>rview. If, 
therefore, he were at this time out of health and in low spirits, his 
power of self-command must have been even more extraordinary 
than is generally supposed ; for his whole deportment, his conversa- 
tion, and the expression of his countenance, indicated a frame in 
perfect health, and a mind at ease.” 

The date of this meeting was ISth^August, 1817. 

In the above interview Buonaparte played a natural 
part. Upon another remarkable occasion, 1st July, 1817, 
when he received Lord Amherst and the gentlemen com- 
posing and attached to the embassy, then returning from 
China, his behaviour and conversation were of a much 
more studied, constrained, and empirical character. He 
had obviously a part to play, a statement to make, and 
propositions to announce, not certainly with the view that 
the seed he had sowed might fall into barren ground, but 
that it might be retained, gathered up, and carried back 
to Britain, there to take root in public credulity, and bear 
fruit sevenfold. He rushed at once into a tide of politics, 
declaring that the Russian ascendancy was to be the de- 
struction of Europe; yet, in the same moment, proclaimed 
the French and English to be the only effective troops 
deserving notice for their discipline and moral qualities. 
Presently after, he struck the English out of the field on 
account of the smallness of the army, and insisted that, 
by trusting to our military forces, we were endangering 
our naval ascendancy. He then entered upon a favourite 
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topic — the extreme negligence of Lord Oastlereagh in 
failing to stipulate, or rather extort, a commercial treaty 
from France, and to wring out of Portugal reimbursement 
of our expenses. He seemed to consider this as sacrificing 
tlje inte?:est and welfare of his country, and stated it as 
such with a confidence which was calculated to impress 
upon, the hearers that he was completely serious in the 
extravagant doctrines whicli lie announced. ^ 

He failed, of course, to make any impression on Lord 
Amhe*rst,fpr on Mr. Henry Ellis, third commissioner of 
the embassy, to whom a large portion of this violent 
tirade was addressed, and who has permitted us to have 
the perusal of his private journal, which is much more 
full on the subject of this interview than the account 
given in the printed narrative of the embassy which 
appeared in 1817. 

Having stated Lord Castlereagh's supposed errors to- 
wards the state, Napoleon was not silent upon his own 
injuries. It was chiefly in his conversation with Lord 
Amherst that he dwelt with great bitterness on Sir Hud- 
son Lowe’s conduct to him in various respects; but totally 
failed in producing the conviction which he aimed at. 
It seemed, on the contrary, to the ambassador and his 
attendants, that there never, perhaps, was a prisoner of 
importance upon whose personal liberty fewer actual 
restraints had been imposed than on that of the late 
Sovereign <tf prance. Mr. Ellis, after personal inspec- 
tion, was induced to regard his complaints concerning 
provisions and wine as totally undeserving of considera- 
tion, and to regret that real or pretended anger should 
have induced so great a man to countenance such petty 
misrepresentations. The house at Longwood, considered 
as a residence for a sovereign, Mr. Ellis allowed to be 
small and inadequate; but, on the other hand, regarded 
as the residence of a person of rank living in retirement, 
being the view taken in England of the prisoners con- 




ilitlbn, it was, in hi^ opinion, both convenient i«id respects 
atle. Reviewing, also, the extent of hie limits, Mh Elite 
bbserves that greater personal liberty, consistent witlj, 

S pretension to security, could not be granted to an 
vidual supposed to be under any restraint at all. His 
intercourse with others, he observes, was certainly undel^ 
immediate surveillance, no^ope being permitted tojepter 
Longwood, or its domains, without a pass from the^ver- 
nor; but this pass, he affirms, was readily granted, and had 
never formed any check upon auch visitors as«Napoleon 
desired to see. The restraint "upon his correspbndehce is 
admitted 8|;S disagreeable and distressing to his feeling^, 
but is considered as a "necessary consequence of tpat 
which he now is, and had formerly been “ Two ino- 
tives,” said Mr. Ellis, "may, I think, be assigned for 
Buonaparte^s unreasonable complain? ts: The fihst, and 
principal, is to keep alive public interest in Europe, but 
chiefly in England, where he flatters himself that he has 
a party; and the second, I think, may be traced to the 
personal character and habits of Buonaparte, wVo finds 
an occupation in the petty intrigues by which these 
complaints are brought forward, and an unwprthy grati- 
fication in the tracasseries and ^^nnpyance which they 
produce on the spot,"' ^ 

-The sagacity of Mr. Ellis was not deceived; for Greneral 
"Gourgaud, among other points of information, mentions 
the interest which Buonaparte had taken m the interview 
with the embassy which returned^ to Britain from China, 
and conceived that his arguments had made a strong 
impression upon them. The publicatioi^ of Mr. Elite’s 
account' of the embassy dispelled that dream, and gavb 
rise to< proportional disappointment at^ St. Helena. 

* Having now given some account of th^ general circum- 
stances attending Buohaparte'^g residence in St. Helena, 
he enjoyed e. considerable portion of healtii, of his 
mode of living, his studies and amusements^ and having 





qtt 0 (^ two X6lti&tkkbl6 iiiStanci^ of His interisbttisy 
liritii Mtfktigerg of observation arid intelligencei we have 
r^sttme, in the riext chapter, the melancholy particulars 
^ his dedine of health, and the few and unimportant, 
iriddetits which occurred betwixt the commencement 1{lf 
his sickness and its find termination. 


Bo^rts had been long current concerning the declirii 
of Buonaparte’s health, even before the battle of Water- 
loo; and many were disposed to impute his failure in 
that decisive Campaign, ICss to the superiority of his 
enemies than to thedecrease of his own habits pf activity. 
There seems no room for such a coriclusion. The rapid 
manner in which he concentrated his army upon Char«^ 
leroi, ought to have silenced such a report for ever. He 
was subject occasionally to slight fits of sleepiness, such 
as are incident to most men, especially after the age of 
forty, who sleep ill, rise early, and work hard. Wheh 
he landed at St. Helena, so Jar did he seem from show- 
ing any appearance of declining health that one of the 
British grenadiers who saw him exclaimed, with his 
national oath, “They told us he was growing old; — he 
has forty good oampaijgns in his belly yet”. A speech 
which i^ie French gQntJ[emen envied, as it nought, they 
saidi to have belonged to one of the Old tJuard. - We 
have mentioned Captain Hall's account of his apparent 
state of health in summer I8l7; that of Mr. Ellis, about 
the same period, is similar, and he expresses his belief 
that Buonaparte was never more able to undergo the 
fatigues of a esm^paign than at the mommt he saw him. 
Yet at this time, viz. July, 1817, Napoleon was alleging 
the decline of his health as a reason for obtaining more 
indulgence! whilg, on the other hand, he refused to take 
the exercise judged necei^ary to preserve his constitu- 
tioui unless a relaxation 6t SupermtendenCe should^ be 
granted to him. It is probable, however, that he hin|plf 
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felt, ev%i at that ^riod, the symptoms of that int 

midady which cbnsumed his life« It is now well known 
to have been the cruel complaint of which his fatbhir died^ 
a cancer, namely, in the stomach, of' which he had re* 
peatedly expressed his apprehensions, both in Bi|ssi|k apd 
elsewhere. The progress of this .disease, however, is 
slow and insidious, if indeed^it had actually commenced 
so early as 1817. GourgauS, at a much 4a^r j^iod, 
avowed himself a complete disbeliever in his illness. He 
allowed, indeed, that he was in low spirits tp such an 
extent as to talk of destroying himself, and his attached 
foUijwers, by shutting himself and them up in a small 
apartment with burning charcoal — an easy death, which 
Berthollet the chemist had, it seems, recommended. 
Nevertheless, on the subject of General Buonaparte’s 
health, ^eiieral Gourgaud stated the^t the English were 
much imposed upon ; for that he was not, as far as bodily 
health was concerned, in any degree , materially altered, 
and that the representations upon this subject had little, 
if any, truth in them. Dr. O’Meara was dertainly the 
dupe of that influence which General BuonapaHe always 
exercises over those with whom he has frequent "inter* 
coprse, and though he (General Gourgaud) individually 
had only reason de se loner de Mr, 0[Meara, yet his in- 
timate knowledge of General Buonaparte enabled him 
confidently to assert that his state of health was not at 
all worse than it had been for some time^rdvious to hie 
arrival at St. Helena.” • , 

Y^t, as before hinted, notwithstanding the disbelief of 
friends and fpes^ it i^eems probable that the dreadfiul" 
disea.se of which Napoleon died was already seizing upon 
" the vitals, thought ite character was not decisively an- 
" nounced by ex;ternal symptoms. Dr. Amott, surgeon to 
the 20th reriment, who attended on Napoleon’s^ death- 
/bed, Kas made tiie following observations tipqih tins im- 
portant subject: 
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given to nnderstand, Srom gre«ft authority^ that this 
J^^ctipn of t£e ^maeh canjppt be produced without a cotisiderable 
^disposition of the parts to disease. I will not venture an opinion; 
hut it is somewhat remarkable that he often said that his father 
died of scirrhus of the pylorus ; that the body was examined after 
dej|thi ,and the fact ascertainedk His faithfill followers^ Count and 
Cohntess Bertrand, and Count Montholon, have repeatedly dedared 
the same to me. 

** K^then, it |hould bfii admitted that a previous disposition of the 
parjiis to this disease did exist, might not the depressing passions 
of the mind act as an exciting cause? It is more than probable 
that Napoloan Buonaparte’s mental sufferings in St. Helena were 
veiy poignant. By a man of such unbounded ambition, and who 
once aimed at universal dominion, captivity must have been severely 
€elt. 

“ The climate of St. Helena I consider healthy. The air is pure 
and temperate, and Europeans enjoy their health, and retain the 
vigour of their constitution, as in their native country.” 


Dr. Arnott proceeds to state that, notwithstanding this 
general assertion, dysentery and other acute diseases of 
the abdominal viscera prevailed among the troops. This 
he imputes to the carelessness and intemperance of the 
English soldiers, and the fatigue of the working-parties; 
as the officers, who had little night duty, retained their 
^ealth and strength as in Europe. 

‘‘I can therefore safely assert,” continues the physician, “ that any 
' one of temperate habits, who is not exposed to much bodily ekertion, 
night air, and atmospherical changes, as a soldier must Jbe^ may have 
as much immunity from disease in St. Helena as in Europe; and I 
may' therefore farther assert that the disease of which Napoleon 
Buonaparte died was not the effect of climate.” 

^ In support of Dr. Amott's statement, ijt may be ob- 
served, that of Napoleons numerous family of nearly 
fifty persons, . English servants included, i^nly one died 
during all their five years’ residence on t]|e island; and 
person* (Cipriani, the major-domo) li|d contracted 
the illness which carried him oflf, being a secies of con- 
sumption, before^ hb left Europe. 

<M 206 ) , " - M 
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Djt. Amott, to whose opinion we are induced to give 
great iveight, both from the escellence of his character 
and his having the best opportunities of informatiojg^ 
s&rted that the scirrhus, or cancer of the stomach, is act 
obscure dise^e; the symptoms which announce itfihi0||i.g 
common to, and characteristic of, other disease#1ia the 
same region; yet he early ^onceive^ that some i^rbid 
alteration of the structure of the stomach had taken place; 
especially after he learned that his patient^s father had 
died of scirrhus of the pyloyus. He believed,' <as already 
hinted, that the disease was in its incipient state, even so 
far back as the end of the year 181<J, when the patient 
was affected with pain in the stomach, nausea, and 
vomiting, especially after taking food; which symptbms 
never left him from that period, but increased progressively 
till the day of his death, , 

From this period, therefore, Napoleon was in a situa- 
tion which, considering his great actions, and the height 
of his former fortunes, deserved the .pompassion of' his 
most bitter enemies, and the sympathy of all who were 
disposed to take a moral lesson from the most extra- 
ordinary vicissitude of human affairs which history has 
ever j);|:esented. Nor can we doubt that such reflecttons 
might have eventually Jed to much relaxation in the 
severity with which the prisoner was watched, and, it 
may^be, ai length to hxs entire emancipation. But* to 
attain this end, it would haye been necessary that Na- 
poleon’s-^conduct, whilp under restrictions^ should have 
been of a very different character from that which he 
"thought it most politic, or felt it mcfet. natural, to adopt. 
First, to obtain the sympathy and privileges due to an 
invalid, he ought to have^pejjaiitted the visits of some 
ittedicte,! person whose report might b^e held as completely 
impartial. This could not be the case with that of Dr, 
O'Meara, engaged m he wte in the prisoner’s intimate 
flmd evm secret service, ahd dn4he worst terms with Utm 



fovemor; and Napoleon^s positive rejection of ail other 
distance seemed to conptenance the belief, however un- 
just, that he was either feigning indisposition, or making 
tSise of some slight symptoms of it to obtain a relaxation 
of, the governor’s vigilance. Nor was it to be supposed 
that Dr. Autommarchi’s evidence, being that of an indi- 
vidual entirely depjendent pn Napoleon, could be pon- 
siderld as more authentic, till corroborated by some 
indifferent, and, at the same time, competent medical 
authority* " 

Secondly, it is to be remembered that the fundamental 
reason on which Nc.poleon’s confinement was vindicated, 
was that his liberty was inconsistent with the tranquillity 
of Europe. To prove the contrary, it would have been 
necessary that the ex- Emperor should have evinced a 
desire te retreat from political disputes, and shown symp- 
toms of having laid aside or forgotten those ambitious 
projects which had so long convulsed Europe. Com- 
passion, and the ajjmixation of great talents, might then 
have led" the states of Europe to confide in the resigned 
dispositions of one whom age, infirmities, and sufferings 
appeared to incline to dedicate the remainder of his days 
to ease and retirement, and in whom they might seem 
a sure guarantee for his pacific intentions. But ah far 
were such feelings from being’ exhibited that everjrthing 
which emanated from ^t. Helena showed that ex- 
Emperor noiXriqJi^fi all his former plans, and vindicated 
all his former actions. He was^ not "satisfied 4hat the 
world should adopt, the Opinion that his ambition was 
allayed, and his pretensions to empire relinquished. On;' 
the contrary, his efforts, and those of the works into 
which he breathed his spirft, went to ^jwove*. if they 
proved anything, that he never entertain^ ambition of 
Hi culpable character— that hiaclaims'of sovereignty were 
grounded upon national law* and justice— ^that he had 
a xigM to entertain thpn^foinierly, and that he w$8 
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disposed and entitled to assert them stilL He was at 
pains to let the world know that^he was not altered in the 
slightest degree, was neither ashamed of his projects, nor 
had renounced them; but, if restored to Europe, that he 
would be in all respects the same person, with the sapae 
claims, and little diminished activity, as when he landed 
at Cannes to recover the empire of France. 

This mode of pleading *his cause had the inevitable 
consequence of confirming all those who had deemed 
restrictions on his freedom to be necessary in#the outset 
(and these were the great majority of Europe), in the 
belief that the same reasons existedt for continuing the 
restraint, which had originally caused it to be imposed. 
We are unwilling to revert again to the hackneyed simile 
of the imprisoned lion; but certainly, if the royal animal 
which Don Quixote desired to set ai^ liberty had, instead 
of demeaning himself peaceably and with urbanity, been 
roaring, ramping, and tearing the bars of his cage, it may 
be questioned whether the Great Redresser of Wrongs 
himself would have advocated his freedom. 

In November, 1816 , Napoleon sustained a loss to which 
he must have been not a little sensible, in the removal of 
Count Las Cases from his society. The devoted attachment 
of the Count to his person could not be doubted, and his 
age and situation as a civilian made him less apt to enter 
into those feuds and quarrels which sometimes, notwith- 
standing their general attachment to N^phleon, seemed 
to have arisen among the military officers of the house- 
hold of Longwood. He was of a literary turn, and quali- 
fied to converse upon general topics, both of history and 
science. He had been an emigrant, and understanding 
all the manoeuvres and intrigues of the ancient noblesse, 
had many narrations which Napoleon was not unwilling 
to listen to. . Above all, he received and recorded every- 
thing which was said by Napoleon, with undoubting 
faith and unwearied assiduity. . And, like the author of 
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one of the most entertaining books in the English lan- 
guage (Boswell’s Life Johnson), Count Las Cases 
thought nothing trivial that could illustrate his subject. 
Like Boswell, too, his veneration for his principal was so 
deep, that he seems to have lost, in some cases, the exact 
perception of right and wrong, in his determination to 
coD^der Napoleon ,as alwi^iys in the right. But his 
attaciiment, if to a certain degree tending to blind his 
judgment, came warm from his heart. The Count gave 
a substan-iial mark, also, of his sincerity, in dedicating 
to his master’s service a sum of £4000, or thereabouts, 
his whole private fortune, which was vested in the English 
fuijds. 

For our misfortune, as also for his own, since he must 
have considered his separation from Buonaparte as such, 
Count Las Cases hi 4 been tempted into a line of conduct 
inconsistent with the engagement he had come under 
with the other attendants of the ex-Emperor, not to hold 
secret communication beyond the verge of the island. 
The opportunity of a servant of his own returning to 
England, induced him to confide to the domestic s charge 
a letter, written upon a piece of white silk that it might 
be the more readily concealed, which was stitched into 
the lad’s clothes. It was addressed to Prince Lucien 
Buonaparte. As this was a direct transgression, in a 
most material point, of the conditions which Count Las 
Cases had promised to observe, he was dismissed from 
the island and sent to the Cape of Good Hope, and from 
thence to Europe. His journal remained for some time 
in the hands of Sir Hudson Lowe; but, as we had formerly 
occasion to mention, alterations and additions were after- 
wards made, which, in general, are more vituperative of 
the Governor than the manuscript as it originally stood 
when the Count left St. Helena^ The -abridgment of 
the Count’s stay at the island was much to be regretted, 
as his journal forms the best record, not only of Na- 
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poleon’s real thoughts, but of the opinions whirfi he de- 
sired should be received as sueh. Unquestionably the 
separation from his devoted follower added greatly ip 
the disconsolate situation of the Exile of Longwood; but 
it is impossible to suppress the remark that, when*, a 
gentleman attached to Napoleon’s suite found himself at 
liberty thus to break through a plighted engagemq^t in 
his chief’s behalf, it sufficiently vindicated Sir Hudson 
Lowe for putting little faith in the professions made 
to him, and declining to relax any reasonable® degree of 
vigilance which the safe custody of his prisoner seemed 
to demand. 

The complaints of Napoleon and his followers produced, 
as they ought to have done, an inquiry into the personal 
treatment of the ex-Emperor, in the British Parliament; 
when the general rea^soning which iwe have hinted at, 
joined to the exposure which ministers afforded Of the 
exaggerated representations that had been made in the 
statements which had come from St. Helena, wej*e found 
greatly to preponderate over the arguments of Napoleon’s 
compassionate and accomplished advocate. Lord Holland. 

The question came before the House of Lords, on 18th 
March, 1817. Lord Holland, in a speech of great good 
sense and moderation, disowned all attempts at persuading 
the House that the general line of policy adopted with 
respect to Napoleon should be changed. It had been 
adopted in contradiction to his (Lord Holland’s) senti- 
ments, but it had been confirmed by Parliament, and he 
did not hope to obtain a reversal of their judgment. 
But, if the confining Napoleon was, as had been alleged, 
a measure of necessity, it followed that necessity must 
limit what necessity had created, and, of course, that the 
prisoner should be treated with no unnecessary harshness. 
His lordship did not presume to state the reports which 
had reached him as absolute matters of fact, but only as 
rumours whldi demanded an inquiry, where the h<mur 



of the country was so nearly concerned. Most of the 
allegations on which Eoyd Holland grounded his motion 
were contained iu||4 paper of complaints sent by General 
lilontholon. The particulars noticed in this remonstrance 
were circumstances which have been already adverted to, 
but may be here briefly noticed, as well as the answers 
by tl\p British Government. 

S^rst, the restrictions upon the exercising-ground for- 
merly allowed to Napoleon was alleged os a grievance. 
The clim|.te of St. Helena!^, Lord Holland admitted, was 
good, but his lordship complained that the upper part of 
the island, where ^iongwood was situated, was damp and 
unhealthy. The inconvenience of the house was also 
complained of. 

Lord Bathurst, the Colonial Secretary of State, replied 
to this charge tha t the general accounts of Longwood 
descrijjed it os healthy. It had been the usual country 
residence of the lieutenant-governor, which went far to 
show that the site could not be ineligible. The situation 
had been preferred by Napoleon himself, who was so im- 
patient to take possession of it that he even wished to 
have pitched a tent there till the house could be cleared 
for his reception. The restriction of the bounds of exer- 
cise, he explained to have been caused by Napoleon’s 
evincing some /lisposition to tamper with the inhabitants. 
He still had a circuit of eight miles, within which he 
might rang® unattended and uncontrolled. If he wished 
to go farther, he. was at liberty to traverse the island* 
upon permitting an orderly oflBcer to join his suite. His 
refusal to take exercise on such terms was not the fault 
of the British Government; and if Napoleon’s health 
suffered in consequence, it was the result not of the 
regiUations, which were reasonable md indispensable, 
but of his own wilfulness in refusing to comply witib 
them. 

Thi^ second class of exceptions taken by Lord Holland 
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was against what he considered as the harsh and iniqui- 
tous restrictions upon the exiles communication with 
Europe. He was not, his lordship stated, permitted to 
obtain books, or to subscribe for journals and news- 
papers. All intercourse by letter was interdicted to the 
distinguished prisoner, even with his wife, his child, and 
his nearest and dearest relatives. He was not aljiowed 
to write under seal to the Prince Eegent. ^ 

Upon these several topics Lord Bathurst answered, 
that a list of books, the value of which anpunted to 
£1400 or £1500 (which General Montholon termed a few 
books), had been sent by Napoleon tp Britain; that the 
commissioners put this list into the hands of an eminent 
French bookseller, who had supplied as many as could* be 
obtained in London and Paris, but several of them, chiefly 
works on military matters, could not be procured. The 
volumes which could be procured haa been sent, with an 
apology for the omission of those which were not to be 
gotten; but the residents of Longwood had not admitted 
the excuse. Respecting the permission of a free ^bscrip- 
tion by Napoleon to journals. Lord Bathurst deemed it 
his duty to place some restriction upon that species of 
indulgence, attempts having been detected to establish a 
correspondence with Napoleon through the medium of 
newspapers. On the subject of intercouifee with Europe 
by letter, Lord Bathurst stated that it was not interdicted, 
unless by the condition that Sir Hudson Lowe should 
previously be permitted to read the letter, whether of 
business or otherwise. This right, Lord Bathurst stated, 
had been exercised only by the governor in person, and 
with strict delicacy and feeling; and he repelled, with 
the most flat contradiction, the assertions of Montholon 
that the Governor of St. Helena had broken open and 
detained letters, under pretence that they did not come 
through the channel of the English Minister. Lord Bath- 
urst said that General Montholon had been challenged 
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by Sir Hudson Lowe to produce a single instance of such 
tyranny having been permitted, but that the French 
g^neral had remained silent, the assertion being absolutely 
false. All the letters which the relatives of Napoleon 
were disposed to send through his. Lord Bathurst^s office, 
he said, should be instantly forwarded, but it was a 
nec^sary preliminary that (juch should be written. Now, 
a letter from his brother Joseph, which was received in 
October last, and instantly forwarded, was the only one 
from any > of his family or relatives which had reached 
the office. His lordship then adverted to the regulation 
which enacted tha^ even a letter to the Prince Regent 
mttst pass through the governor of St. Helena s hands in 
an open state. Lord Bathurst explained that the regulation 
gave the governor no authority or option as to trans- 
mitting the letter, ^hich he was directed to forward in- 
stantly. The rule pnly required that Sir Hudson Lowe 
should be privy to the contents, in order that, if it should 
contain any impeachment of his conduct, his defence or 
apology might reach London as soon as the accusation. 
This, his lordship remarked, was necessary, in order that 
no time might be lost in redressing a complaint of a 
grave character, or in repelling any frivolous and unsub- 
stantial charge. He added that, should any sealed letter 
be addressed t6 the Prince Regent by Napoleon, he. Lord 
Bathurst, would have no hesitation to open it, if the 
governor had juot previously done so. He should con-, 
ceive it to be his duty to forward it instantly as addressed, 
whenever he was acquainted with the contents; but being 
in his department responsible for the acts of the sovereign, 
he would feel it his duty to make himself previously 
acquainted with the nature of the communication. 

Thirdly, Lord Holland touched on the inadequacy of 
the sum allowed for the maintenance of Napoleon, and 
of the unworthiness of making that personage contribute 
to bear his own charges. The Ministera, his lordship 
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stated, havizig placed him in a situation where great 
expense was necessary, turned ifound upon him, and in- 
sistli^ that he should himself be in a great measure at 
the charge of supporting it. 

Lord Bathurst replied by stating the facts with whiph 
the reader is already acquainted. He mentioned that 
the sum of £8000 had been fixed upo^n as adequate^ after 
the heavy expeiises of thd Jirst ye^; and that it^was 
increased to £12,000 on the remonstrance of Sir Hudson 
Lowe. This allowance, he said, was the samf> given to 
the governor, who had to bear the cost of frequent enter- 
tainments. It did not appear to Government that the, 
family of Napoleon, which was to be maintained on the 
footing of that becoming a general officer of distinction, 
ought to cost more than that of Sir Hudson Lowe, who 
actually held that condition, with t|ie necessity of dis- 
charging the expenses of his staff, and all other incum- 
bent disbursements. He gave some details on the subject 
of the provisions and the cellar, from which it appeared, 
that, besides the inferior species of wine, the ^ble of 
Napoleon was supplied at the rate of two bottles daily 
of those of a superior quality for each individual 

Lord Holland concluded with stating that although 
Queen Mary could be no otherwise regarded thaji as the 
bitt^f^est enemy of the illustrious Elizabeth, yet the 
greatest stain upon the memory of the latter sovereign 
was not the unjust, for unjust it was not^ but the harsh 
and ungenerous treatment of Mary. He reminded* the 
House that it would not be considered by posterity, 
whether Buonaparte had been justly punished for his 
crimes, but whether Great Britain had acted in that 
generous manner which became a great country. He 
then moved for the production of such papers and pcnre- 
spondence betwixt St. Helena and the British Govern- 
ment, as should seem best fitted to throw light on the 
personal treatment of Napoleon. 
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It may be observed that, in the candid and Kberal 
manner in which Lord JSoUand stated the case, he was 
1^ into a comparison unfavourable to his own argufEient. 
^o have rendered the case of Mary (the justice of which 
hi^ lordship admitted, in questioning its generosity) 
parallel to that of Napoleon, two remarkable circum- 
staijpes were wanting. First, Mary, far from being at 
war with Queen Elizabeth, ^as ostensibly on the most 
friendly terms with that sovereign when she took refuge 
in Englar^d; secondly, the British Ministry testified no 
design to finish Napoleon's confinement by cutting off his 
head. • 

Lord Damley, who had concurred with Lord Holland 
ia desiring an inquiry, now considered the reports alluded 
to as totally refuted by the candid and able statement of 
Lord Bathurst, and^was not of opinion that Lord Holland 
should press the motion farther. The Marquis of Buck- 
ingham's opinion was founded on the broad ground of 
Napoleon's delinquencies towards Europe, and England 
in particular. He was of opinion that every degree of 
restraint necessary to prevent his escape should be im- 
posed and enforced. The severe and close durance to 
which General Buonaparte was subjected was not, his 
lordship said, dictated by motives of revenge, but of 
security. It ^as a piece of political justice which we 
owed to Europe, and the defeat of which would never be 
forgotten in* tjps or in any other state of the civilized 
world. 

The motion of Lord Holland does not appear "to have 
been seconded, and was negatived without a division. 

There con be no doubt that the failure of this effort in 
the British Senate had a deep effect on Napoleon's spirits, 
and may, perhaps, have a^ravated that tendency to 
disease in ibe stomach, wMch was suspected to have 
already taken place. Nothing is better known, though 
perhaps few things are more ^fficult to H satisfactorily 
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explained, than the mysterious connection betwixt dis- 
tress of mind and the action <ti the digestive powers. 
Violent sickness is produced on many persons by extremp 
and sudden affliction, and almost everyone feels the 
stomach more or less affected by that which powerfuUy 
and painfully occupies the mind. And here we may add 
that Lord Holland's kindness^and con^passion for sogjreat 
a man, under such severe circumstances, were shown by 
a variety of delicate attentions on his part and that of 
his lady, and that the supplies of books and other articles 
sent by them through the Foreign Office, where every 
facility was afforded for the conveyaiwje, continued from 
time to time to give Napoleon assurance of their sym- 
pathy. But though he gratefully felt their attentions, 
his distress of body, and perhaps of mind, assumed a 
character incapable of receiving con89lation. 

This unhappy state was kept up and prolonged by 
the extent to which Buonaparte indulged in determined 
opposition to the various regulations respecting the 
custody of his person; on which subject everything which 
occurred occasioned a struggle against the authority of 
Sir Hudson Lowe, or a new effort to obtain the Imperial 
distinctions which he considered as due to his rank. 

The last point seems to have been carried to the length 
of childish extravagance. It was necessaly, for example, 
that Dr. O’Meara should report to the governor, of the 
island the state of the prisoner’s health, 'grhlch began to 
give room for serious apprehension. Napoleon insisted, 
that when this bulletin was rendered in writing, O’Meara, 
whom he considered as in his own service, should give 
him the title of Emperor. It was in vain that the Doctor 
remonstrated, pleading that the instructions of Govern- 
ment, as well as the orders of Lieutenant-general Lowe, 
prohibited him from using this forbidden epithet; and it 
was with difficulty that he at last prevailed that the 
word Personage or Patient might be substituted for the 
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oflfensive phrase of General Buonaparte, Had this in- 
genious device not beeji resorted to, there could have 
been no communication with the Government on the 
subject of Napoleon's health. 

The physician of Napoleon had till now enjoyed an 
easy office. His health was naturally sound; and, like 
mai^.persons who enjoy the same inestimable advantage, 
the ex-Emperer doubted of flie healing powers of medi- 
cines which he never needed to use. Abstinence was his 
chief rescjuroe against stomach complaints, when these 
began to assail him, and the bath was frequently resorted 
to when the pangi% became more acute. He also held it 
expedient to change the character of his way of living, 
when he felt affected with illness. If it had been se- 
dentary, he rode hard and took violent exercise; and if, 
on the contrary, he had been taking more exercise than 
usual, he was accustomed to lay it aside for prolonged 
repose. But more recently he had not the wish to mount 
on horseback, or take exercise at all. 

About the 25th of September, 1817, Napoleon's health 
seems to have been seriously affected. He complained 
much of nausea, his legs swelled, and there were other 
unfavourable symptoms, which induced his physician to 
tell him that he was of a temperament which required 
much activity^ that constant exertion of mind and body 
was iudispensable; and that without exercise he must 
soon lose bis ^health. He immediately declared that, 
while exposed to the challenge of sentinels, he never 
would take exercise, however necessary. Dr. O'Meara 
proposed calling in the assistance of Dr. Baxter, a medical 
gentleman of eminence on Sir Hudson Lowe’s staff. “He 
could but say the same as you do,” said Napoleon, “ and 
recommend my riding abroad; nevertheless, as long as 
the present system continues, I will never stir out.” At 
another time he expressed the same resolution, and his 
determination to take no medicines. Dr. O'Meara replied 
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tliat, if the disease should not be encountered by remedies 
in due time> it would terminate fatally. His amawer was 
Remarkable will have at least the consolation thaijK 
my death will be an eternal dishonour to the Englit^ 
nation, who ^ent me to this climate to die under tlla 

hands of ” The physician again represented thatj 

by neglecting to take medicine, he would accelerate hisi 
own death. “ That which* is written is written,'' said 
Napoleon, looking up. " Our days are reckoned." 

^ This deplorable and d€SSperat€>, course seenj^ to have 
been adopted partly to spite Sir Hudson Lowe, partly in 
the reckless feelings of despondency iijppired by his situa- 
tion, and in some degree, perhaps, was the effect of the 
disease itself, which must necessarily have disinclined 
him to motion. Napoleon might also hope that, by thus 
threatening to injure his health by forbearing exercise, 
he might extort the Governor's acquiescence in some 
points which were disputed betwixt them. When the 
Governor sent to offer him some extension of his riding 
ground, and Dr. O'Meara wished him to profit by the 
permission, he replied that he should be insulted by the 
challenge of the sentinels, and that he did not choose to 
submit to the caprice of the Governor, who, granting an 
indulgence one day, might recall it the next. On such 
grounds as these — which, after all, amounted just to this, 
that being a prisoner, and one of great importance, he 
was placed under a system of vigilance, rendered more 
necessary by the constant intrigues earned on for. his 
escape — did he feel himself at liberty to neglect those 
precautions of exercise and medicine, which were neces- 
sary for the preservation of his health. His conduct on 
such occasions can scarcer be termed worthy of his power- 
ful mind ; it resembled too much that of the froward child, 
who refuses its food, or its physic, because it is contradicted. 

The removal of Dr. O’Meckra from Napoleon'^si person, 
which was considered by him as a great injury, was the 



next important incident in the monotony of hia life. It 
seems/ from quotations giyen elsewhe^ in this yolume» 
tiiat Dr. O’Meara had been for some time li/^^nfident. of 
^ir Hudson Lowe, and was recommended By him to Minis- 
tem fiU9 a person by whos^ means he could leain wh^ 
passed in the family of Napoleon. But in ptoceiA of 
time l}r. O’Meara, growing, perhaps, more intimate with 
the prisoner, became unwiflihg to sup]^y the Goverpor 
with the information of which he had been formerly 
profuse, apd a quarrel took place betwixt him and Sir 
Hudson Lowe. In describing the scenes which passed 
between him .and t}je Governor, Dr. O^Meara writes with 
a degree of personal animosity which is unfavourable to 
his 'own credit But his departure from St. Helena was 
occasioned by a warmer mark of the interest which he* 
took in Napoleon’s fortunes, than could be inferred from 
bis merely refusing ’ to inform Sir Hudson of what was 
said at Longwood. ^ 

Dr. O’Meara seems not only to have taken the part 
of Napoleon in his controversies with the Governor, but 
also to have engaged deeply in forwarding a secret corre- 
spondence with a Mr. Holmes, the ex-Emperor’s agent in 
London. This appears to have been clearly proved by a 
letter received from the agent, relating to large remit- 
tances of money to St. Helena, by the connivance of the 
pbysicim Unaer such suspicions. Dr. O’Meara was with- 
drawn by the Governor’s mandate from attending on 
the person of l?apoleon, and sent back to England. Na- 
poleon had never obeyed his medical injunctions, but he 
complained severely when he was recalled from his house- 
hold, expressing his belief that the depriving him of the 
medical attendant, whose prescriptions he had never fol- 
lowed, was a direct and bold step in the plan contrived 
for murdering him. It is probable, however, he regretted 
Dr. O’Meara’s secret services more than those wbi(^ were 
professionaL 
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Sir Hudson Lowe again oftered the assistance of Dr, 
Baxter, but this was construed Longwood into an addi- 
tional offence. It was even treated as an offer big with 
suiipicion. The governor tried, it was said, to palm his 
own private physician upon the Emperor, doubtless t^at 
he might hold his life more effectually in his power. On 
the other hand, the British ministers were anxious that 
everything should be donb which could prevent com- 
plaints on this head. You cannot better fulfil the wishes 
of. His Majesty s Government'* (sftys one of ^^ord Bath- 
urst's despatches to the governor) “ than by giving effect 
to any measure which you may consider calculated to 
prevent any just ground of dissatisfaction on the part of 
General Buonaparte, on account of any real or supposed 
inadequacy of medical attendance." 

Dr. Stokoe, surgeon on board the Conqueror y was next 
called in tO visit at Longwood. But differences arose be- 
twixt him and the Governor, and after a few visits his 
attendance on Napoleon was discharged. 

After this period the prisoner expressed his d^ermina- 
tion, whatever might be the extremity of his cause, not to 
permit the visits of an English physician; and a commis- 
sion was sent to Italy to obtain a medical man of reputa- 
tion from some of the seminaries in that country. At the 
same time, Napoleon signified a desire to have the com- 
pany of a Catholic priest. The proposition for this pur- 
pose came through his uncle. Cardinal Fesch* to the Papal 
government, and readily received the assent of the, Bri- 
tish ministry. It would appear that this mission hacj.. 
been thought by his Holiness to resemble, in some degree, 
those sent into foreign and misbelieving countries; for 
two churchmen were despatched to Si Helena instead of 
one. 

The senior priest. Father Bonavita, was an elderly 
man, subject to the infirmities belonging to his period 
of life, and broken by a residence of twenty-six years 



in Mexica His speecht Jbad been affected by a paralytic 
stroke. His recommendation to the office :v«rhicjti be now 
undertook was his having been father, confessor to Na- 
poleon’s mother. His companion was a young abW, 
called** Vignali. Both were pious* good ‘tnen, well quali- 
fied, doubtless, to give NapoFeon the comfort which their 
Church holds out to those who receive its tenets, but not 
so ifluch as to reclgfim waif0«rers; or confirm those \yho 
might doubt the doctrines- of ,tbe Church. 

Argument or controversy, however, were not necessary. 
Napoleon fiad declared his resolution to die in the faith 
of his fathers. *He was neither an infidel, he said, nor 
a philosopher. Ix we doubt whether a person who had 
conducted himself towards the Pope in the way which 
history records of Napoleon, and who had at one time 
been excommunicated (if, indeed, the ban was yet re- 
moved), could be slhicere in his general professions of 
Catholicism, we must at least acquit the exile of the 
charge of deliberate atheism. On various occasions he 
expressed, with deep feelings of devotion, his conviction 
of the existence of the Deity, the great truth upon whicfo 
the whole system of religion rests; and this at a time 
when the detestable doctrines of atheism and materialism 
were generally current in France. Immediately after his 
elevation to the dignity of First Consul, he meditated the 
restoration of religion; and thus, in a mixture of feeling 
and of policy, expressed himself upon the subject to 
Thibaudeau, thbn a counsellor of state. Having com- 
bated for a long time the systems of modem philo- 
ibphers upon different kinds of worship, upon deism, 
natural religion, and so forth, he proceeded. " Last Sun- 
day evening, in the general silence of nature, I was walk- 
ing in these grounds (of Malmaison). The sound of the 
church-bell of Ruel fell upon my ear and renewed all the 
impressions of my youth. I was profoundly affected, 

such is the power of early habit and associations; and I 
(]f206) o 
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consider^, if such was the case wtth me, what must not 
be the effect of such recollections upon the more simple 
and credulous vulgar? Let your philosophers answer 
that The people must have a religion.” He went on 
to state the terms on which he would negotiate with the 
Pope, and added, “ They will say I am a Papist — ahi 
no such thing. I was a Mahomedan in Egypt I will be 
a Catholic here, for the good of the people. I do^tiot 
believe in forms of religion, but in the existence of a 
God!” He extended his hands towards heaven — Who 
is it that has created all above and around As?” This 
sublime passage proves that Napoleon (unfortunate in 
having proceeded no farther towards tlie Christian shrine) 
had at least crossed the threshold of the temple, and 
lieved in and worshipped the Great Father of the Uniyerse,. 

The missionaries were fe9eived at St. Helena with 
civility, and the rites of mass were occasionally pSrformed 
at Longwood. Both the clergymen were quiet, unobtru- 
sive characters, confining themselves to their religious 
duties, and showing neither the abilities hor tfce twstive 
and intriguing spirit which Protestants are apt to impute 
to the Catholic priesthood. 

The same vessel which arrived at St. Helena on the 
18th September, in 1819, with these physicians for the 
mind, brought with them Dr. F. Antommarchi, anatomic 
pro-sector (that is, assistant to a professor of anatomy) to 
the Hospital of St. Marie Neuve at Florence, attached to 
the University of Pisa, who was desired to supply the 
place about the prisoner^ person, occupied by* Dr. 
O’Meara, and after him provisionally by Dr. Stokoe. ' 
continued to hold the office till Napoleon's death, and hi^ 
Account of hia Last Moments, a work in two volume^;, 
though less interesting, and showing far lass aeuteneaB 
than that of Las Cases, or of O’Meara, is yet useful aiid 
entertaining, as relating to the last days of so ex;traO£^-* 
nary a person. Dr, .^tommarehi seems to have been 



acceptable to Napditon, and the rather that he was a 
native of Corsica. He Inought also news from his family. 
The Princess Pauline Horghese had offered to come to 
attend him. “Let her remain where she is,” said Nsr 
poleon; “I would not have her witness the degrading 
State which I am reduced to, and the insults to which I 
am subject^.”" 

€t*is needless^^^to resuitin^the subject of these alleged 
insults. They consisted in the precautions which Sir 
Hudson Lowe deemed himself obliged to take for the 
security tt his prisoner, particularly in requiring that a 
British officer should be regularly made assured of his 
being at Longwdbd; and that an officer, not under the^ 
rank of captain, should attend him on the excursions ^ 
which he proposed to make through the island. On these 
subject^ Napoleon had madb his mind up to a species of 
passive- resistance, and had, as we have seen, already ex- 
pressed, himself determined to take no exercise, however 
indispensable to his health, unless the regulations of his 
confinennent” were entirely dispensed with, or modified 
according to his own pleasure. This was an argument ad 
misericordiam, which must have given the governor great 
distress and uneasiness; since, if the health of the pri- 
soner should fail, even though it was through his own 
wilfulness, Sir Hudson could not expect that his conduct • 
would escape censure. At the same time, if he yielded to 
this specie]^ of compulsory argument, it might be csirried 
to an extent ^together inconsistent with the safe custody 
of the captive. His vigilance was also sharpened by 
"constant reports of plots for the liberation of Napoleon, 
and the sums of money which he and his family had at 
their command rendered it dangerous to trust to the 
natural sqpurities of the island. It is remarkable, too, 
that, in demanding, as a matter of right, freedom from 
restrictions of which he complained, Napoleon never 
proposed any concessions on bis part, by offer of hie 
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parole or otherwise, which might tend to give any addi- 
tional moral assurance, in place of those limitations which 
he desired to have removed. Yet, to accommodate him- 
self in some degree to his prisoner’s obstinacy, Sir Hudsoif 
Lowe was content that the British officer, whose duty it 
was to report on the presence of Napoleon at Longwoocf, 
should only be required to satisfy himself of it by^such 
indirect opportunities as his^ talking* in the garden, ®or 
appearing at the window, permitted him to enjoy, and on 
such occasions he was enjoined to keep his own person 
concealed. In this way there were days whi6h passed 
without any regular report on this most important point, 
for which Sir Hudson Lowe would have been highly re- 
sponsible if an escape had been effected. We beg to refer 
to Dr. Antommarchi’s work for instances of the peculiar 
and grossly indelicate opportunities, which, to compound 
between the necessity of the case an& the obstinacy of 
Napoleon, his attendants took to make his person visible 
when he was not aware of it. 

Schemes for Napoleon’s escape were not wantkig. A 
Colonel Latapie, distinguished as a partisan officer, was 
said to be at the head of an attempt to carry him off 
from St. Helena, which was to be undertaken by a band 
of desperadoes from America. But Napoleon said he 
• knew too well the character of such adventurers to hop© 
to profit by them. Government had other information of 
attempts to be made from America, but none of them 
seem to have proceeded to any serious len^h. 

It was different with the undertaking of Johnstone,, 
a smuggler of an uncommonly resolute character, and 
whose life had been a tissue of desperate risks. He 
had made a memorable, escape from Newgate, and had 
afterwards piloted Lord Nelson’s vessel to the attack pf 
Copenhagen, when the of dmar^ masters of the fleet, and 
pilots, declined the task. Johnstone was also said to have 
meditated a bold attempt to carry off Buonaparte on a 
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former occasion, when he trusted himself on the water 
for the purpose of visiting Flushing. And now he cer- 
tainly engaged in a ptot, to deliver Napoleon from St. 
Helena, of a very singular kind. A submarine vessel — 
that is, a ship capable of being sunk under water for a 
certain time, and of being raised again at pleasure by 
disengaging certain weights — was to be the means of 
effecting this enterprise. ^s^It was thought that, by sink- 
ing the vessel during the daytime, she might escape the 
notice of the British cruisers, and, being raised at night, 
might approach the guarded rock without discovery. The 
vessel was actually begun in one of the building-yards 
upon the Thames® but, the peculiarity of her construction 
having occasioned suspicions, she was seized by the British 
Government. 

These, and others which we could name, were very 
perilous and wild attempts, yet calculated to keep vigi- 
lance alive; for in every case in which great natural 
difficulties had been surmounted by such enterprises, it 
has }>een because these difficulties have been too much 
relied upon. But while such precarious means of escape 
were presented from time to time, the chance upon which 
Napoleon secretly relied for release from his present 
situation W8is vanishing from his eyes. 

His case was mentioned in the House of Commons, but. 
incidentally#only, on the 12th July, 1819. The subject 
was introduced into a debate on finance, when Mr. C. H. 
Hutchinson pointed out the yearly expense of detaining 
Napoleon at St. Helena, which he stated to amount to 
half a million sterling, as a useless expenditure of public 
money. In this statement he received no countenance 
from anyone except Mr. Joseph Hume. It was answered 
by the Chftncellor of the Exchequer; and the expense was 
declared not to exceed a fifth part of the sum alleged. 
The leading members of Opposition seemed to take no 
interest in the question; and it was believed at Si 
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Hi^lena Jhafc l^apoleon’s disappointment in the hopes 


which he had entertained of their strong and overpower- 
ing interposition in his behalf, first led to his mental 
depression and total abandonment of hope. 

The complexion of the times, indeed, had become «uch 
as to strengthen every reason which existed for detaining" 
him in captivity. The state of England, owing to the 
discontent and sufferings of tice manufacturing districts 
— ^and more especially that of Italy, convulsed by the 
short-lived revolutions of Naples and Savoy — rendered 
the safe custody of Napoleon a matter of nfbre deep 
import than it had been at any time since his fall. What 
the effect of his name might have produced in that 
moment of general commotion, cannot be estimated, but 
the consequences of his escape must have been most 
formidable. ' 

The British Ministry, aware of the power of such a 
spirit to work among the troubled elements, anxiously 
enjoined additional vigilance to the governor of St. 
Helena: 


“The overthrow of the Neapolitan government, the revolutionaiy 
spirit which more or less prevails over all Italy, and the doubtful 
state of France itself, must excite his attention, and clearly show 
that a crisis is fast approaching, if not already arrived, when his 
^escape would be productive of importent consequences. Ihat his 
partisans are active, cannot be doubted ; and if he be ever willing 
to hazard the attempt, he will never allow such an opportunity tp 
^cape. You will, therefore, exert all your attentioxk* in watching 
his proceedings, and call upon the Admiral to use his Utmost vigilance, 
as upon the navy so much must ultimately depend.’’ 


The alarm was natural, but there was no real cause 
for apprehension. Politics and war were never mmre to 
know the powerful influence of Napdleon Bponaparta 
His lost hopes aggravating the progress of the cruel 
disease, which hi^ its course in the stomach, it now 
affected the whole frame, and undermined the skangtb 



of the comtittttioiL Death was now finally to terminate 
the fretful and degrading discussions, by which he in- 
flicted, and from which die received, so much pain, and to 
j(Vpen the gates of a prison for which Hope herself could 
aearoe present another key. The symptoms of disoi^an- 
*i 2 ation in the digestive powers became more and more, 
apparent, and his reluctance to take any medicine, as if 
frem^an instinctive persuc^|on that the power of physic 
was in vain, continued as obstinate as ever. On one of 
the ifi4ny disputes which he maintained on this sulyect, 
he answered Antommarchi's reasoning thus: — “Doctor, 
no physicking I We are, as I already told you, a machine 
made to live We%re organized for that purpose, and such 
is our nature Do not counteract the living principle 
Let it alone — leave it the liberty of defending itself — it 
will do better than your drugs Our body is a watch, 
that is intended tQ> go for a given time. The wajichmaker 
cannot open it ; and must, on handling it, grope his way 
blindfolded and at random. For once that he assists and 
relieve^ it by dint of tormenting it with his crooked 
instruments, he injures it ten times, and at last destroys 
it.” This was on the 14th of October, 1820. 

As the ex-Emperor's health grew weaker, it cannot be 
thought extraordinary that his mind became more and 
more depressed. In lack of other means of amusing^ 
himself, he l^td been somewhat interested in the construc- 
tion of a pond and fountain in the garden of Longwood, 
which was stocked with small fishes. A mixture of 
copperas in the mastic employed in cementing the basin 
had affected the water. The creatures, which had been 
in a good measure the object of Napoleon’s attention, 
began to sicken and to die. He was deeply affected by 
the drcu^tance, and, in language strongly resembling 
the beautiful verses of Moore, expressed his sense of the 
fatality which seemed to attach itself to him. “ EveiW- 
thing i love --^everything that belwgs to me»” lie 
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exclaimed, "is immediately struck. Heaven and mankind 
unite to afflict me!” At other times he lamented his 
decay of energy. The bed, he said, was now a place of 
luxury, which he would not exchange for all the thrones 
in the universe. The eyes, which formerly we»e so 
vigilant, could now scarcely be opened. He recollected* 
that he used to dictate to four or five secretaries at once. 
"But then,” he said, "I wq,^, Napoleon — now I cCm^no 
longer anything — my strength, my faculties forsake me — 
I no longer live, I only exist.” Often he remained silent 
for many hours, suffering, as may be supposed, much pain, 
and immersed in profound melancholy. 

About the 22nd January, 1821, Napoleon appeared to 
resume some energy, and to make some attempt to con- 
quer his disease by exercise. He mounted his horse, and 
galloped, for the last time, five or six miles around the 
limits of Longwood, but nature wast overcome by the 
effort. He complained that his strength was sinking 
under him rapidly. 

The Governors had already transmitted to Britain 
accounts of Naj^eon's decay of health, without having 
it, however, in^is power to ascertain how far it was 
real, or how far the appearances were assumed. The 
patient would neither receive the visit of any English 
surgeon or physician, nor would he authorize the com- 
munication of Dr. Antommarchi with Sir Hudson Lowe. 
The Governor was obliged to state accounts of the pri- 
soner’s declining health as reports the reality of which he 
had no means of ascertaining. The generous feelingly of 
the great personage at the head of the British Govern- 
ment were naturally deeply interested in the fate of the 
prisoner, and prompted him, by every means in his 
power, and especially by expressions of his ^ own sym- 
pathy, to extend such hope and comfort to Napoleon as 
he could be supposed to receive under the necessity of 
his continued captivity. The following is Lord Bathurst’s 
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despatch to Sir Hudson Lowe on this interesting subject, 

dated 16th February, 1821: — 

• 

• I am awape how difficult it is to make any communication to 
tto the General which will not be liable to misrepresentation; and 
yet, iS he be really ill, he may derive some consolation by knowing 
*«dhat the repeated accounts which have of late been transmitted of 
his declining health, have not been received with indifference. You 
wiJJ, therefore, communicate to General Buonaparte the great interest 
which his Majesty has* taken in fhe recent accounts of his indisposi- 
tion, and the anxiety which his Majesty feels to afford him every relief 
of which his situation admits. You will assure General Buonaparte 
that there '‘s no alleviation wliich can be derived from additional 
medical assistance, nor any arrangement consistent with the safe 
custody of his person^t St. Helena (and his Majesty cannot now hold 
out any expectation of his removal), which his Majesty is not most 
ready and desirous to afford. You will not only repeat the offer which 
has already been more than once made, of such further medical assist- 
ance as the island of St. Helena affords, but you will give him the 
option of procuring th^e attendance of any of the medical gentlemen 
who are at the Cape, where there is one, at least, of considerable 
eminence in his profession ; and, in case of any wish being expressed 
by the General to receive such assistance, you will consider youreelf 
^uthorizojd to make a communication to the Cape, and take such 
other measures as may be necessary to secure the immediate attend- 
ance of the person whom the General may name. 

Napoleon had not the satisfaction to know the interest 
which his Majesty took in his illness, which would pro- 
bably have afforded him some gleam of consolation. The^ 
tenor of the •letter might, perhaps, have induced him to 
think,' that Jiis own system of pertinacious contest with 
the authoritie^fe, under whose charge he was placed, had 
been so far injudicious, as to lead to doubts of the reality 
of the disorder under which he was dying ; and had there- 
fore been one great cause of intercepting the sympathy, and 
perhaps the relief, which must otherwise have extended 
itself to a situation so well deserving of commiseration. 

Towards the end of March the disease assumed a char- 
acter still more formidable, and Dr. Antommarchi became 
desirous of obtaining a consultation with some of the 



i^lis& meiiical men. The Emperor’s aTersion to 
assistance had been increased by a well-meant ofier ^ 
the Governor, announcing that & physician of eminence 
had arrived at the island, whom he therefore placed «t 
General Buonaparte’s devotion.^ This proposal, like eveij^ 
other advance on the part of Sir Hudson Lowe, had been 
received as a meditated injury; ‘‘He wants to deceive 
Europe by false bulletins ”,^aid Napoleon; "I wilHiot 
see anyone who is in communication with him.” To 
refuse seeing every physician but his own, was certainly 
an option which ought to have been left in Napoleon’s 
choice, and it was so left accordingly. But in thus obsti- 
nately declining to see an impartial medical man, whose 
report must have been conclusive respecting his state* of 
health, Napoleon unquestionably strengthened the belief 
that his case was not so desperate as it proved to be. 

At length the ex-Emperor consentoJ that Dr. Antom- 
march! should consult with Dr. Amott, surgeon of the 
20th regiment. But the united opinion of the medical 
gentlemen could not overcome the aversion of Napoleon 
to medicine, or shake the belief which he reposed in the 
gloomy doctrines of fatalism. “Quod scriptum scriptum,” 
he replied, in the language of a Moslem; “All that is to 
happen is written down. Our hour is marked, and it is 
not in our power to claim a moment longer of life than 
Fate has predestined for us.” • 

Dr. Antommarchi finally prevailed in obtaining admit- 
tance for Dr, Arnott into the apartment ahd prOsen^ of 
the patient, who complained chiefly of his stomach, of 
the di^osition to vomit, and deficiency of the digestive 
powera He saw him, for the first time on 2nd April, 
1821, and continued his visits regularly. Napoleon 
pressed his opinion that his liver was affected. Dr. Amott's 

^ Dr. Shoitt, phydoiftii to the foroes, who, at this tima, replaeod Dr. 3Baxter 
as principal medioal officer at St Helena, and to whom we have been obliged 
for mtioh valiiable inf ormatioii. 



olmervationfi led him to think that, though the action of 
the liver might be imperfect, the seat of the disecwse was 
to be looked for elsewhere, .^d here it is to be remarked, . 
that Napoleon, when Dr. Antommarchi expressed doubts 
mi tBe state of his stomach, had repelled them with 
Saarpness, though his own private belief was that he 
was evicted with the disease of his father. Thus, with 
a capricious inconsistency, ftatural enough to a sick-bed, 
he communicated to some of his retinue his sense of what 
disease afflicted him, though, afraid perhaps of some 
course of medicine being proposed, he did not desire that 
his surgeon should^ know his suspicions. From the IStii 
to the 24th of April, Napoleon was engaged from time to 
time in making his testamentary bequests. On the day 
last mentioned, he was greatly exhausted by the fatigue 
of writing, and showed symptoms of over -excitation. 
Among these may^be safely included, a plan which he 
spoke of for reconciling all religious dissensions in France, 
which he said he had designed to carry into effect. 

• As tL^e strength of the patient gradually sunk, the 
symptoms of his disease became less equivocal, until, on 
the 27th April, the ejection of a dark-coloured fluid gave 
farther insight into the nature of the malady. Dr. 
Antommarchi persevered in attributing it to climate, 
which was flattering the wish of the patient, who desired ‘ 
to lay his death upon his confinement at St. Helena; 
while Dr. Amott expressed his belief that the disease 
was the same ^hich cut off his father in the pure air of 
Montpellier. Dr. Antommarchi, as usually happens to 
the reporter of a debate, silenced his antagonist m the 
aigument, although Dr. Amott had by this time obtained 
^6 patient’s own authority for the assertion. Upon the 
28th of April, Napoleon gave instructions to Antommarchi, 

^ that after his death his body should be opened, but that 
no English medical man should touch him, unless in the 
of assistance being absolutely necessaty, in which case 
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he gave AntOmmarchi leave to call in that of Dr. Amott. 
He directed that his heart should be conveyed to Parma, 
to Maria Louisa; and requested anxiously that his stomdfch 
should be particularly examined, and the report trafls- 
mitted to his son. “The vomitings”, he said, ‘^whijji 
succeed one another without interruption, lead me to 
suppose that the stomach is, of all my organs, tlje most 
diseased; and I am inclined*4o belief e that it is attacked 
with the same disorder which killed my father — I mean 
a scirrhus in the pylorus.” On the 2nd May, the patient 
returned to the same interesting subject, reminSed Antom- 
marchi of his anxiety that the stomaclj should be carefully 
examined. “The physicians of Montpellier had announced 
that the scirrhus in the pylorus would be hereditary in 
my family. Their report is, I believe, in the hands of 
Louis. Ask for it, and compare it with your own obser- 
vations, that I may save my son frftm the sufferings I 
now experience.” 

During the 3rd May, it was seen that the life of 
Napoleon was drawing evidently to a close;®' and has 
followers, and particularly his physician, became desirous 
to call in more medical assistance; — that of Dr. Shortt, 
physician to the forces, and of Dr. Mitchell, surgeon of 
the flagship, was referred to. Dr. Shortt, however, 
thought it proper to assert the dignity belonging to his 
profession, and refused (being under the shme roof with 
the patient) to give an opinion on a case ofcso much im- 
portance in itself, and attended with so much obscurity, 
unless he were permitted to see and examine him. Tho 
officers of Napoleon's household excused themselves by 
professing that the Emperor's strict commands had been 
laid on them that no English physician. Dr. Amott 
excepted, should approach his dying bed. • They said, 
that even when he was speechless they would be unable 
to brook his eye, should he turn it upon them in reproof 
for their disobedience. 
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About two o’clock of the same day, the priest Vignali 
administered the sacrament of extreme unction. Some 
d^s before, IJapoleon hSd explained to him the manner 
iif which he desired his body should be laid out in state, 
in an •apartment lighted by torches, or what Catholics 
call une chambre ardente, “ I am neither,” he said, in 
the sapie phrase which we have formerly quoted, ‘'a 
phiFosopher nor a physician^ I believe in God, and am 
of the religion of my father. It is not everybody who 
can be an atheist. I was born a Catholic, and will fulfil 
all the duliies of the Catholic Church, and receive the 
assistance which it administers.” He then turned to Dr. 
Antommarchi, whom he seems to have suspected of 
heterodoxy, which the doctor, however, disowned, ‘‘ How 
can you carry it so far?” he said. *‘Can you not believe 
in God, whose existence everything proclaims, and in 
whom the greatest <kninds have believed?” 

As if to mark a closing point of resemblance betwixt 
Cromwell and Napoleon, a dreadful tempest arose on the 
44h Maj , which preceded the day that was to close the 
mortal existence of this extraordinary man. A willow 
which had been the Exile’s favourite, and under which 
he had often enjoyed the fresh breeze, was tom up by the 
hurricane; and almost all the trees about Longwood 
shared the same fate. 

The 5th of Alay came amid wind and rain. Napoleon’s 
posing spirit was deliriously engaged in a strife more 
terrible than fhat of the elements around. The words 
d*armee'\ the last which escaped his lips, intimated 
that his thoughts were watching the current of a heady 
fight. About eleven minutes before six in the evening, 
Napoleon, after a struggle which indicated the original 
strength of .his constitution, breathed his lost ** 

The officers of Napoleon's household were disposed to 
have the body anatomized in secret. But Sir Hudson 
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liowe had too deep a sense of the responsibility under 
which he and his country stood, to permit this to take 
place. He declared that, eve6 if he w^e reduced 4jo 
make use of force, he would ensure the presence <Qf 
English physicians at the dissection. c 

General Bertrand and Montholon, with Marchand, the 
valet-de-chambre of the deceased, were present at the 
operation, which took place ^n the 6th of May. ItSras 
also - witnessed by Sir Thomas Reade, and some British 
staff-oflScers. Drs. Thomas Shortt, Archibald Amott, 
Charles Mitchell, Matthew Livingstone, arid Francis 
Burton, all of them medical men, were also present. The 
cause of death was sufficiently evident. A large ulcer 
occupied almost the whole of the stomach. It was only 
the strong adhesion of the diseased parts of that organ to 
the concave surface of the lobe of the liver, which, being 
over the ulcer, had prolonged the p;-tient's life by pre- 
venting the escape of the contents of the stomach into 
the cavity of the abdomen. All the other parts of the 
viscera were found in a tolerably healthy state. TJjp 
report was signed by the British medical gentlemen pre- 
sent. Dr. Antommarchi was about to add his attestation; 
when, according to information which we consider as 
correct. General Bertrand interdicted his doing so, because 
the report was drawn up as relating to the body of 
General Bnonaparte, Dr. Antommarchi's* own account 
does not, we believe, greatly differ from ^that of the 
British professional persons, though he has drawn con- 
clusions from it which- are apparently inconsistent with 
the patient’s own conviction, and the ghastly evidence of 
the anatomical operation. He continued to insist that 
his late patron had not died of the tjancer which we have 
described, or, in medical language, of scirrjius of the 
pylorus, but of a chronic gastro hepatitis, a disease he 
stated to be endemic in the island of St. Helena; although 
wo do not obsen^e it asserted or proved that the hospi^ 
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of the island, at any time, produced a single case like 
that of the deceased captive. 

• The gentlegaen of Napoleon's suite were desirous that 
his heart should be preserved and given to their custody. 
But Sir Hudson Lowe did not feel himself at liberty to 
permit this upon his own authority. He agreed, how- 
ever, that the heart should be placed in a silver vase, 
fillBd with spirits, and inteored ^ong with the body; so 
that, in case his instructions from home should so permit, 
it might be afterwards disinhumed and sent to Europe. 

The place of interment became the next subject of dis- 
cussion. On this subject Napoleon had been inconsistent. 
His testamentary ^iisposition expressed a wish that his 
remains should be deposited on the banks of the Seine; a 
request which he could not for an instant suppose would 
be complied with, and which appears to have been made 
solely for the sake, of producing effect. The reflection of 
an instant would have been sufficient to call to recollec- 
tion that he would not, while in power, have allowed 
J^puis XVIII. a grave in the land of his fathers; nor did 
he permit the remains of the Due D'Enghien any other 
interment than that assigned to the poorest outcast, who 
is huddled to earth on the spot on which he dies. But 
neither did the agitated state of the public mind now 
general through Italy recommend the measure. 

A grave foy the Emperor of France, within the limits 
of the rocky island to which his last years were limited, 
was the alternative that remained; and sensible that 
this ’was likely to be the case, he had himself indicated 
the spot where he wished to lie. It was a small secluded 
recess, called Slane's, or Haines' Valley, where a fountain 
arose at which his Chinese domestics used to fill the silver 
pitchers which they carried to Longwood for Napoleon's 
use. The spot had more of verdure and shade than any 
in the neighbourhood; and the illustrious Exile was often 
accustom^ to repose under the beautiful '^eping willows 
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which overhung the spring. The body, after lying in 
state in his small bedroom, during which time it was 
visited by every person of condEition in the island, was, 
on the 8th May, carried to the place of interment. The 
pall which covered the coffin was the military "Cloak^ 
which Napoleon had worn at the battle of Marengo. 
The members of his late household attended as moTjrners, 
and were followed by the Go*J^ernor, the Admiral, and^all 
the civil and military authorities of the island. All the 
troops were under arms upon the solemn occasion. As 
the road did not permit a near approach of th# hearse to 
the place of sepulture, a party of British grenadiers had 
the honour to bear the coffin to the grave. The prayers 
were recited by the priest, Abb4 Vignali. Minute gitns 
were fired from the admiral’s ship. The coffin was then 
let down into the grave, under a discharge of three 
successive volleys of artillery, frono?" fifteen pieces of 
cannon. A large stone was then lowered down on the 
grave, and covered the moderate space now sufficient for 
the man for whom Europe was once too little.^ m 

^ In 1846, under Louis Philippe, with the consent of the British Government, 
Napoleon’s body was removed to Paris, to rest under a stately tomb at the 
Invali its. 


THE END. 
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Blackie & Son’s 

Illustrated Story Books 


HISTORICAL TALES BY 

G. A. HENTY 

With Robert? to Pretoria: wkJ 

12 Illustrations by William Rainey, r.l, and a Map. 6s. 

The hero takes part in the series of battles that end in the disaster at 
Magersfontein, is captiued and imprisoned in the race-course at Pretoria, 
but escapes in time to hght at Paardeberg and march with the victorious 
army to lUoemfonlcjn. He rides with Colonel Mahon’s column to the 
nrlief of Mafeking, and accomplishes the return journey with such despatch 
as to be able to join in the triumphant advance to Pretoria. 

_ * “In this story of the South African war Mr. Henty proves once more his incon- 

* testable pre-eminence as a writer for hoys."— Slanifard, ^ 

-At the Point of the Bayonet: 

With 12 Illustrations by Wal Paget, and 2 Maps. 6s. 

Harry Lindsay is carried off to the hills and brought up as a Mahratta. 
At the age of .sixteen he becomes an officer in the service of the Mahratta 
prince at Poona, and afterwards receives a commission in the army of 
the Ifast India Company. His courage and enterpri.se are rewarded by 
quick promotion, and at the end of the war he .sails for England, where 
he succeeds in establishing his right to the family estates. 

“A brisk, daHiing n.'irrative." — Bookman. 


-To Herat and Cabul: 

tra*ions by C. M. SHELDON, and Map. 


A Story of the First Afghan 
War. With 8 full-page Illus- 
5J. 


The hero, an Engli.sh lad, is brought up in the East, and masters the 
dialects of Persia and Afghanistan. This enables^thim to take a distin- 
guished part in the defence of Herat, and subsequeiitly to obtain invaluable 
information for the British army during the 6rst Afghan war. He is 
fortunately spared the horrors of the retreat from Cabul, and shares in the 
series of operations by which that most disastrous blunder was retrieved. 


“ We can heartily commend it to b«iys> and yo\xng.**^Speftator. 
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STOJ</ES BY G. A. HENTY 


G. A. HENTY 


No Surrender! A Tale of the Risinj^f in La Vendee. 

, * •* With 8 page Illustrations by Stanli:y 

j-,. Wood. Crown 8vo, cloth elegant, olivine edges, ^s. 


• This story tells of the heroic defence of La Vendee against the over- 
whelming forces of the hrench Republic, hero, a young Englishman, 

joins the Vendeans and rendeis them invaluable services as leader of a 
ba*d of Scouts. 

“Vivid tal<j of inanb- stniff^lc against oppression .” — TAe World. 

“Crammed . . . with fighting, sieges, assaults, and - Educational Times. 


- Both Sides the Border: 

Illustrations by Rat,1*H PEACOCK. (iS. 


A Tale of Hotspur and 
Glendower. W’thi2page 


The hem casts in his lot with the Percys and becomes esquire to Sir 
Henry, the gallant Hotspur. He is sent on several dangerous and impor- 
tant missions in whicli he acquits himself with great valour. 

“ With boys the story sliould rank among Mr. Henty’s best - Stnndrrd. 

“A vivid picfiirc of tj«.t strange past . . . when England and Scotland . . . were 
tom by fa(.lion and civil war. — Omvard. 


Through Russian Snows: Napoleon’s Retreat 

^ from Moscow. With 

8 page illustrations by W H. OvER'tND. 5^. 

Julian Wyatt becomes, quite innocently, mixed up with smugglers, who 
carry him to franco, and hand him over as a pri.soner to the I'rench. 
He subsequc-ntly regains his freedom by joining Na,.oleon’D army in the 
campaign against Russia. ^ 

‘‘The story the c.nmpaign is very graphically told.”— A/. ya»:es's Cnzette. 

Is full of life^nd action ’ — Jouy'ttcsl q/" Education 


Out with Garibaldi : ^ Liberation of 

Italy. With 8 page Illustra- 
tions by W. Rainey, r.i., and two Maps. 5j. 

Mr. Ilenty makes the libeiation of Italy by Garibaldi the groundwork of 
^aii exciting ttflc of adventure. The hero is an Englisli lad who joins the 
•expedition and takes a prominent part in the extraordinary series of opera- 
tions that ended in the fall of the Neapolitan kingdom. 

“ .\ first-rate story of stirring deeds.”— Chronicle. 
l ull of hard fighting, gallant rescues, and narrow escapes. 

• (3) 



BLACKIES STORY BOORS TOR BOYS 


G. A. HENTY 
Under Wellington’s Cojnmand; 

sular War. With 12 page Illustrations by Wal Paget. ^6s. 

In this stirring romance Mr. Henty gives us the further adventures of 
Terence O’Connor, the hero of IVi/Zi Moore at Corutina. We arc told 
how, in alliance with a small force of Spanish guerillas, the gallant regiruent 
of Portuguese levies commanded by^Terence koKps the whole of the Trench • 
army in check at a critical period of the war, rendering invaluable service 
to the Iron Duke and his handful of British troops. 

“ Will be found extremely entertaining .” — Daily Telegraph. ^ . 

“ An admirable exposition of Mr. Henty’s masterly method of combining instruction 
with amusement.” — World. 

“Humour, adventure, and hard fighting .” — Navy Army. 


- At Aboukir and Acre: f 

Invasion of Egypt. With 
8 page Illustrations by William Rainey, r.i. 5 ^. 

Shortly before the battle of the Nile, Edgar Blagrove, the son of an 
English mci chant in Alexandria, saves the life of a young Bedouin chief. 
The two boys become in.separable, and on the arrival of the French, Edgar 
makes common cause with the Bedouins against the invade^^ lie after- 
wards enters the British navy as a midshipman, and as interpreter to' 6ir 
Sydney Smith assists in the defence of Acre. 


“The boys who are so fortunate as to get the book as a Christm.as present will 

■njoy m.any hours of supreme delight, and wi” ’ ■' ‘ ‘ — ’ 

is worth Manchester Guardian. 

“ A thoroughly patriotic story, with brisk action, and incidents crowding upon each 
other.” — Tatler. 


With Cochrane the Dauntless; .f 

•• his Exploits. 

With 12 page Illustrations by W. H. Margetson. (ys. 

It would be hard to find, evei in sensational fiction, a more daring leader 
than Lord Cochrane, or a career which supplies so many thrilling exploits. 
The manner in which, almost single-handed, he scattered the French fleet 
,in the Basque Roads is one of the greatest feats in English naval history. 

“As rousing and Interesting a book as boys could wish for .” — Saturday Revie7v. 
“This tale we specially recommend.” — St. James's Gazette. 

“We honour the .nuthor of Cochrane the Dauntless as the head of his pro- 

fession .” — National Otsef'i’cr. 

“ Full of thrilling adventure, as well as of historical and biographical information.” 

— Glasgow Herald. 
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•With . Buller in - Natal : ^ 

^ t lo page Illubtratio 


With 

page Illustrations by 

W. Rainey, r.i., and a Map. 6 s. 

. 'rile heioic story of the lelief of Ladysmith forms the theme of one of the 
most powerful romances that have come from Mr. Ilenty’s pen. When the 
war breaks out, the hero, Chris King, and his friends band themselves to- 
j^Hther wilder the.4itle of the Maritzburg Scouts. From first to last the boy 
scouts are constantly e^lgaged in ijieriloiis and exciting enterprises, from 
wnich they always emerge triumphant, thanks to their own skill and cour- 
age, and the da -h and ingenuity of their leader. 


“ A^li)wing talc of heroism .” — Eastern Daily Press. 

“ Just^lic sort of book to inspire an enterprising boy .” — Army and Navy Gazette. 


- Rv Fno-land’s Aid* o'". The Freeing of the Nether- 

ay r.ngiana b /\iu. lands (1585-1604). wuhiopage 

Illustrations by Alfred Pearse, and 4 Maps. 6 s. 

Two English lads go to Holland in the service of one of “the fighting 
Veres”. After many ^clvenlures one of the lads finds himself on board a 
Spanish ship at the defeat of the Armada, and escapes from Spain only to 
fall mlo the hands of the Corsairs. He is successful, however, in getting 
back to Spain, and regains his native country after the capture ol Cadiz. 

^ “ r.oys know atul love Mr. Henty’s book.s of .ndvciiturc, and will welcome his tale 

of the freeing of the Netherlands.” — Athcnernm. 

“Mr. Henty can give you the sen.se of battle in the veins .” — National Observer. 

“ Geoffrey’s adventures will impart to the tale that element which lays hold of the 
boy reader . — Christian Leader. 


- .By .Right of Conquest: 

/ D x With 10 page Illustrations 

by W. S. S'TAflTEY, and 2 Maps. 6 s. 

The conquest of Mexico, by a small band of resolute men under the 
magnifi4^^t leadership of Cortez, is rightly ranked amongst the most romantic 
exploits m history. With this as the groundwork of his story, Mr. Henty 
has interwoven the adventures of an English youth, Roger Hawkshaw, the 
sole survivor of the good ship Swan, which had sailed from a Devon port to 
challenge the supremacy of the Spaniards in the New World. 

• 

^ “ Mr. Henty’s skill has never been more convincingly displayed than in this 

admirable and iagenious sioxy.*'— Saturday Review. 

^ “ Cleverly written and wonderfully interesting.”— Gazette. 

“A volume full of interest and excitement, which cannot fall to charm its readers.” 

—Journal of Education. 
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*A Rovittg Qoriimission : or, Through the BlacU 

• o • Insurrection of Hayti. 

Witl^i 2 page Illustrations by WllTlAM Rainev, k.1. 6s, 

The hero of this story takes )iart in some of the ]:>rincipal engagements in 
the revolt of the slaves of I layli against their French masters at the end of 
Hst ceptury, and is able to rescue many of the unfortunate French coUmists 
from the infuriiT?^d hlat'ks. He ^Iso does goe>d service against the pirates 
who inh'sted the West Indian seas at that period, for which he is rapidly 
proinoued from midshipman to commander. 

“ Abs taring tale, which may he confulently recommended to schoolboy readers.” 

— Guardian. 

“ A singularly iucky and attractive hero, for whom boy readers will have an intense 
ad miration . ” — Standa rd. 


- Beric the Briton: 

by W. Parkinson. 6s. 


A Story of the Roman Invasion of 
Britain. With J2 page Illustrations 


Eerie is a hoy-chiefAf a British tribe which takes a prominent j)arl in the 
insurrection under Boadicea: and after the defeat of tliat heroic (jueeii he 
c()nLiiiiic.s the struggle in the fen-country. Ultimately Beric is defeated and 
carried captive to Rome, where he succeeds in saving a Christian maid by 
^slaying ' lion in the aiena, and is rewarded by being made the personal 
"|)rotector of Nero. Finally, he escapes and returns to Britain, where he 
becomes a wise ruler t>f his own peo})le. 


“ He is a hero of the n>ost attractive kind. . . . One of the most spirited and well- 
imagined stories Mr. Henty has written.” -Saturday Review. 

“H.'. conflict with a lion in the arena is a thrilling chapter.” — School Board 
Chronicle 

“ Full of every form of heroism and pluck "—Christian ICorld. 


- The Dash for Khartoum : ^ 

t.xpedition. With lo 

page Illustrations by JOHN SCHONBERG and J. Nash. 6i-. 


In tlT^q^cord of rec^t British history there is no more captivating page 
for boys than the story of the Nile campaign, and the attempt to rescue 
General Gordon. For, in the difficulties which the expedition encountered, 
and in the perils which it overpassed, are found all the excitement of 
romance, a^well as the fascination which belongs to real event.*:. 


,, “ 7'he Dash /(^ Khartoum is your ideal boys’ book.” — Tablet. 

“ It is literally true that the narrative never flags a moment.” — Academy. 

^ "The Dash for K hartoutn will be appreciated even by those who don’t ordinarily 
care a dash for anything.” — Punch. 
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BLACKIE'S STORY BOOKS FOR BOYS 


G. A. HENTY 

Bonnie Prince Charlte: r 

tCullodai. With 12 gage 

Illustrations by Gordon Browne. 6i*. 

The hero, brought up by a Glasgow bailie, is arrested for aiding a 
Jacobite agent, escapes, iDut is wrecked on the French coast, reaches Paris, 
and serves with the French army at Dettingen. He succeeds in obtaining, 
through Marshal Saxe, the release ^om confiijemen^^f both liis pafents. , 
He kills his father’s foe in a duel, and, escaping to the coast, shares th*e 
adventures of Prince Charlie. 

“ Mr. Henty can tell a cr pital story; but here, for freshness ©^treatment and 
variety of incident, he has surpassed himself.” — Spectator. * 

“The adventures and incidents throughout are of the most exciting kind, and the 
interest is never for one moment allowed to flag. ” — LUerary IV orld. 

“ Is most intensely thrilling ." — Pall Mall Gazette 


-In the Irish Brigade: 

Illustrations by Charles M. Sheldon. *^’6s. 

The hero is a young officer in the Irish Brigade, which for many years 
after the siege of Limerick formed the backbone of the Frcuich army. He 
goes through many stirring adventures, succe.ssfully carries cnt dan^jj^ous 
missions in Spain, saves a large portion of the French army at Oudenarde, 
and even has the audacity to kidnap the Prime Minister of England. 

“ A good subject made good use of.” — Spectator. 

“ A stirring book of military adventtire.”- Scotsmau. 

“ Should be popular among boys of all ages.” — Yorkshire Post. 

_ A 4. A rrinmiirf * ^ White doods of Paris. 

page Illu^a^iohs by Wal 
Paget. 6s. * 

Sir Eustace de Villeroy, in journeying from Hampshire to .his castle in 
France, made young Guy Aylmer one of his ;g,scort. So'‘nU\'nt:reafter the 
castle was attacked, and the English youth displayed such valour that his 
liege-lord made him commander of a special mission to Paris. This he 
accomplished, returning in time to take part in the campaign against the 
French which ended in the glorious victory for England at;,Agincourt. 

** Is one of Mr. Henty’s hest.^—Standard, ^ 

“There is not a better book for boys in Mr. Henty’s extensive repertory." 

— Scotsman 

“ Cannot fail to commend itself to boys of all ages." — Manchester Courier. 
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